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to both, and peculiar ro cach 
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marriage prooue a great helpe to ſuch, 
4s now for want o orming them, 
fr nov rome 
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Marriage is honourable m— all men,and the bed wnde. 
filed: but whoremongers and adulterers God will indge, 
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Maſter Gzx ox 6z Hy »r, Paſtor of Col. 
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Ir haumg preached a Wedding 
Sermon [ome tenne or clenen 
yeeres ſince, and delivered a 

e thereof mo a friend, 1 
found it the lait yeere publiſh. 
ed without my prixity. Hence 
1 was occaſ;oned to peraſe cer- 
tarne larger notes,which 1 had 

J's me of that ſubiet?. Now ſeeing cuttome hath 

oweht this mize and papery thankfulneſſe imo pra- 

\thiſe ;, the very ſubiett of this Treatiſe inuited me to 

\make tender of it <mto your ſelfe, to whom the Lord 

| bath made me beholding for the greateſt of all outward 

k 'benefits,a good yoke-fellow, and a moit comentfull and 

[peac ol ning is matrimony. Wherefore tn this Epr. 

le aedicatory Jet wee take ledie (without the enuie os 
ty ) to put you 11 remem:br ahice of that great happineſſe, 
which God hath beſtowed pon you, in that you are the 
\ A ſonne 
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ommiang a bleſſed 
ar yon” ave lo be barn 

in teſtimony of the truth of Aw 
that the Sheriffes gentleneſſe, m refuſing to Y ob PI 
extcutioner _ fulfuline 4 w_ haupcel. 
lours ſentence, as my ſelfe ten beard you rela 
_—_ then of. X/ to know ws: erings of your « go 
ther though not to conſider the cauſe rh Fa 
Aaiter Fox hath ſet downein his bookes of Adtsand! 
Monuments, # the ſtory of Richard White and 
lohn Huntgwhich Iohn Hunt was your father. Since 
that time the Lord of heauen hath fulfilled 
his promiſe to your father, whoſe poucrty (by reaſon 
rd yrex jets of all his herrpl om grnprce ſ 
in Queene Maries dayes )was Gebaks Jurys 
had nothing m the world to bequeath vnito you but his 
Bibl:,a moſt fit legacie for a Confeſſor to his onely ſan. 
But God that nener forgeneth to ſhe mercy a—_— 
did quickly raiſe you wp moſt kind and true friends 

(three brethren of the Se ull Family of Kingl- 
mills 7 H ,Aaiter er, CAaiter lohn, 
and cMaiter George Kingſmi if 1 forget not their 
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| Parmes,as | haze heard you thankfully recor ding them) | 
[who did preſently 1 yon your father s death ,of their own 

| freewill, aud by hes owne labour and coſt ,procure your 
Ir41047 oP tn CAC ch amt T aylors Schole im 

| and of: after maſs 0 tn the oſmces Colledge of | 
jens yn in Oxford, tll they had procured you 
their fanoar firſt,a Demies place, and = a F mm 
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e in that worthy {orndation. And lafth, 
ne 0-1 hriec/be beilowed wpon you ws Par , 

aw lined for the ſpace well neave of foy- 
nary” > ſach good ſernice to np & hu 
im the worke of the neva that all thoſe who feare 
_— e teſt — to be regarded),) 
2 lous reſpecifimlly of you, —_— 
uh the Fete of a muddle eftate (better 
- airy< tentte where you fant been ſated 
with too much, — cſs with too little, but haut 
found that golden mediocritie, which the Wiſe man 
_ | for and which thoſe that hane,and hane with 
{f ou hae had) wiſdome enough to be content with 
know what it meanes 10 line happily in this 
ele Now | | ms unwittingly directed my 
choyce zo the Ginage of fa Martyr in deſire, 4 
mT af; e titles (if wee were 
doe farre rs thoſe of Barons, 
Lnd,s + ——_— do ro 4 truer nobilztie and ho. 


_ more excellent | nr to theiriſſue, 
hoſe bombed ! (that ſees alone 
wy: blog; ſenſe) doth _ admire. 
are] 01 ſend theſe few lines unto you, by 
of thanks, for hauing educated for me,and beſtow- 
ed pon me a moſt excellent and vertuous wife, whoſe 
ce Salomon (who wes wiſe enough to know the due 
worth of all things ) doth farre preferre to all the richeſt 
Pearles and lewels in the —_ And this haue I [0 
rages rather done,bec 5 been better able moo 
what a wife finding the full 
nie of a Ho  —_— Cas mortality can, 
oord,duily and continually performed wnio mee m 
ne owne _ ; Oi, ef) —RI_ might 1 ul 
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| all things —__— 


' TO THE CHRISTIAN 
READER; 


Hriſtian Reader, Marriage 
hath ſcarſe more that vie, 
then that accuſe it. Moſt 
men enter into this eſtate, 
and being centred com- 
RT ſhould 

ther complaine of them- 
—— — dns 5; - 

= a ,to ot 
Gods ordinances.I had beer 

© Githone) had IL not been married. Then 

wa thou fooliſh both before and fince thy mar- 
. Vic it welljit ſhall adde to thine happines. 

e make birrer ſawce,and cry out that the meare 
he Thou liveſt inmatrimony notafter Gods 
dire&ion,but the rules (crooked rules they be) of 
thine owne luſts, and then fayeſt, Oh = I had 

neuer married, Oh thac. I i 
ſhame filence, thy crying ſhewes thy di 

'Thou jay Sor anc br pay ill com _— 
wicked fleſh,that body ofdeath,that old husband 

andart peſtered with irs brood, and neither ſee- 

!keſta diuorce from this tyrant, nor endeauoureſt 

O__ wicked 4pring thereof. — 
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arerhy wocs, not thy oſhand per thy Wilbur 


thy pride, 91 (A this annoiance, 
rt. es Ln; labour in is de Trae 
9. yp non. 7 nor wo 
realy in ſpeech, 5 indeed ally den 
henidntco db lnonicia eand ecing 
| durics, which —_——_ Theſe whatſoever 
' man and woman indeuour to follow,if ay 


not marriage a ſolace mag 2 
ingrophelratheagieling rant 
yon my 


— I commend to 
[OY ,to thy heme ira e,enten thou 
ſpecdeſt I inrended them ar fri} for 
them ro many.ltis no 
es Ray I defire 
thou ſhouldeſt make ſome vic of them, therefore | 
make them publike : if nor be ignorant rr 
\plaineRiill I mcanerhem not to the 
can find our berter dire&ions for ben toi 
'to thoſe whoſe place is not too good to keameof 


| |themenned Teacher: : euen vnto men of the fame 


Reader, and beer ſhoaldfi tans ad if ry lore 


ny berter. I hope thou wiltnorblame' 


formeaning well, and doing no harme. Sol 
mw the Lord, "0 


Banbury, May 2.1. 
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I The poevefambertry. of which he © fone 
, The end © med, Chap. 9. 
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.To maintaine her, both whileft be liner with her, nd 
by bi: Will at death : of which, Chap.r 3. 
L2.To the wife, > 41g I v1. 
- She muſt acknowle *T 
2-She muſt carry her ſelfe as aloe 
(1. mvardinheart 


VL 3A = 


(1. By ſbewing | 
FEMEY Once FO, " 1 
wards his i: ches | 4d big | CH9P-14; 


perſon , both 
S | 2. In ber geſtures, 


C.- COMMENANCES, and 


.B — _ 
| J pr vertme of ſubieBlion to 
| 1 m—_ _—" 1.1n all things. 
oo of eee ty. 
4 + 697 cnnmay + annrr—ors HOY 
1.RKeceining ſuch as are deſe rfml'y. 
| PET 4s are ered | 


—— WR GO 


mem® For the duties bf we 
(the theame that beſt befirs a wedding aſſem. 
C—_ laid downe in any one place 


all be colleQted ak the bodie of one 

courſe. Bur leſtI ſhould ſeeme atk cuckey, 
inrecalling the long diſuſed praQice of antiquity, 
I will take for the ground of all my ſpeech, the 
--— wptanmy, ea 6. 23+ wherc hee 


The Husband is the Wines Head. 


I Hs compariſon affords one | point, 
that man and wife ſtand tocachorther, 
ina muruall bond of dutie. More is required of a 
man and woman after marriage than was before. 
This cate, ingageth them to each other,in a re- 

Þ | Cipro- 
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ciprocall debr; the parcels of which(fortheir dire. 
&ion and helpe that are or ſhall be cntred into it) | 
I doe at this time to declare vnto you, re- 
queſting alone one thing, that as a VV din- 
ner,ſo a Wedding Sermon,may not be taxed for 
alittle more than ordinary length and varietiez for 
why ſhould any reaſonable creature bee leſſe wil. 
ling tofeed his mind than his belly? 


—_— 


—— 


Cnay. I. 
Shewing Ine of the 


iz.Chattitie. 


| then,that we may not looſe ourſelues 
for want of order, I muſt needs ranke 

theſe dutics into their ſeuerall kinds and 
heads,for the better of mine owne and your 
ies [memories. Theyare all of two forts : ſome princi- 
ou 7 7 
th which ae very eſſence and bei 
matrumony z incipall, thoſe whi 
are alone of ies well being, Thebreachofthefor 
mer difſolueth the bond, the breach of the latter 
onely diſturbes py. thoſe be violated,the 
obligation is void, and the contract nullified ; if 
thoſe be obſcrued (notwithſtanding other imper- 
keRions in inferiour marters) the bond for all that 
remaincth intire,though not withouta world of 
vnhappineſſe on both ſides. Theſe maine ducics 
are onely two z Chaititie and due beneuolence. The 
reſtraining of themſclucs from all ocher peafons, 
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and the communicating of themſeluescach to o- 


| any time(whileſt the couenant remaineth in force) 
ro 


— x, Jr rgur= | ms 
; ati continaally ith 
he) my ſonne ſhou # chew andere he foe ore 
firanger ? and might not he have ſaid likewiſe ; for 
why my ſhouldeſt rhou ſuffer a ſtranger 
infrece thy ? Indeede this duty is ſo ma- 


The Law of God,the Law of Nature,the Lawes of 
all wellordered ſocieties doe enioyne it. It is 
written in mans breft, and none canchuſe, 
bur readeitin his owne conſcience, if long con- 
tinuance in wilfull finning haue nor por his eyes 
quite out. VVas not marriage appointed to 

nent whoredome ? how then ſhouldirberollera- 
ble for the married perſons to commit whore- 
dome?Is nor thiscontrary to the very endof mens 
living apart in familics ? Dorh it norvrterly o- 
verthrow the orderly focietic of a Common- 
wealth > Doth itnor transforme men irſto the ſas 
rudeneſſe of the bruit creatures, where no 
almoſt can know his fire? Yea, hath not the 
inhis Word threatned itwith fiercethreart- 


B 2 nings? 


Prog.19.20, 
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Deut.23.,23. 
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nings 2 IWhoremoneers and adulterers God will indoe.) 
T boi = that will roote out all a mans nas 
T his will bring ſuch a blot pon his name,that ſhallne. 
ner be taken away. T his ſhall conſume the fleſh and the 
body with ſtinking diſeaſes. This wil bring hardnes 
|ypon the heart, and ruine pon the ſtate,and dam- 
nation at laſt vpon the ſoule; forno adultererſhall 
inheritthe Kingdome of heauen (ſaith the | 
file. Yea,this is a capitall crime,which as it 
a diſſolution betwixt the married people,ſo deſer. 
ueth,rhat there ſhould be a diſſolution made be- 
ewixtthe ſoule and body of the offender, that far 
filthy pleaſure ſake, would aduenture at once to. 
trample vnder foote,all the authoritic of God and | 
man, and all Gouernours. The Law is cxprefie| 
this way If a man find 4 married woman in 4 towne 
(where ſhe might hauc helpe againſt his violence, 
if ſhe would haue crycd out againſt it) and ye with | 
her they ſhall both be put to death. For my part, Iſce | 
not, but that this Law doth bind all Chriſtian 
Magiſtrates to its due execution,as wel as itbound 
the hewes. For the lawes thattake order for the 
| puniſhment of morall offences (as bein neceſſary 
appendances of the Morall Law), muſt necdes in| 
reaſon reach toas many, as the law itſelfereach- 
eth: forcuery of the ten Commandements bin-! 
th the Magiſtrate to puniſh the violator of it 
with due puniſhment,as well as it tieth other men 
not to violate it; and no puniſhment is to bee ac- 
counted due orcondigne,but that which the Lord 
himſclfe,hath ſhewed himſclfe in bis Word to ac-, 


[_ condigne. Let any man ſhew any reaſon! 
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why it ſhould be thought leſle ſinfull fora Chri- 
ſhin to commit adulterie,than for a Iew?and if the 
finne bee as great and greater in Chriſtians,can 
any vaderſtanding imagine, that the puniſhment 
of the ſin ſhould be leſle in our times than theirs ? 
And as for this ſinne,it doth(as I intimated aboue) 
[matic theknorof marriage,and annihilate rhe co- 
|ucnant firſt made,by ſo palpable breaking ofir, to 
[that the party wronged,is tree from the Law of hi 
husband or witc, and at hisor her ownechoyce, 
whether he or ſhe will acceptagaine of ſuch a per- 
fdious and vatruſty yoke-fcllow : for our Sautour 
himſclfe,thar vrrerly difallowerh other quarreling 
diuorces,doth yer plainely enough allow diuorce 
in caſe ofadulteric. Burt if it be demanded, whe. M199, 
ther the party wronged may lawfully admit the | 
wrong-doer againe, after the offence knowne 2 1 | 
anſwerezthar in caſe the offenders(bauing been 0- 
!uertaken through tentation, or perhaps hauing 
preſumptuouſly offended)(hall by apparant ſignes 
repentant ſorrow, make knowne their true 
fire of amendment, and purpoſe of reformation, 
then ir is very conuenient,that this offence alſo be 
| prevened the yoke-fcllow. For the greateſt 
| ould bury the greateſt wrongs, ſo tarre as 
[5206 forbiddeth not to bury them : and we reade 
not of any commandement, enioyning the wron- | 
ged perſqp-to make a finall ſeparation z wherefore 
rt mo(Fteruent and.abundant loue uf the murri- 
cd,ſhould inable them to paſſe by this moſt grie- 
[uous and inexcuſ.ble injury. Buragaine [ fay,zthat 
ifthe parry deliaquent (bal impenitently perſiſt in | 
B3 | 


his. 
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es 4 ty 
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Pro,6-27.28, | 
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histran declare himſelfe to be a per. 
ſon i ,. then the parric wronged bs 
bound in conſcience, if hee can conuid ir, as to 
complaine of the ——_ withdraw himlelfe | 
from the ſinner and to feek inacedudymenue, 
to bee parted from a perſon lining fo mer + 
For to what end ſhould our Saviour allow di. 
norce on this occaſion,if he would not hane it vſed 
in ſuch _ this? wes _ married 
perſons reſo it,asa chicte their du- 
tic, that whatſornte Cite cortiars luckbevabe 
fore, yer after the making of this bargaine, they wil 
geuer ſuffer any of deſire, or violence of 
alluremenr,to caft them into ſo deepe a forgerful- 
neſſe of the commandement of God,rhe Lawes 
their Conny, the lightof their conſcience, the 
couenant of their marriage, the of their 
llowes,the honour of their bodies, and the 


Cuar.r, 


Magiſtrate, the Church, wrong the 

mn their bodies, and damne their 
zM 

momentany,impure,brutiſh,and 

orfor the ſatisfying of afooliſh, 

vnreaſonable and vnbridled 


lerno woman, goe abourto carric it in their bo- 
ſome, and dreame of not being burned. This is 
D 


ſcorching coles,let no man venture to walke vpon 
them ina falſe conceitof being ſafe from harme 


Li 


Cuar. I. A Bride-0wjo. | 


teriewath a woman g3 deftirmee of underſtanding (faith 
Inn 
oh her. Carry this ſentence euer in mind, and let 
not any tentation hereafter haue to make 
thee forfeite thine innocency, and ſhew thy ſelfe a 


ol But that married A I” live 
marriage,all d ; only ſome 
potupepcte vr cha j __ 


-- omar noe To whom fay,chat 
to this duty, it| 
halnordekurdto getpower ener. Nodetionces! 
auaile ro reforme wilfull _ burto him | 
that deſireth nor to ſinne,a way may be ſhewed of 
attaining his defire,and Glorenmcſchattiny may 
oor bed ly eos fs, as that 
it. And for an intro-/ 
vmo tholedireions,which wee haue to, 
—_ in this poinr,ler this one thing bee obſerued," 
there are ſome men and women that bring 
their bodies vndefiled vnto marriage. Totheſc ir 
will prouc more eafie to remaine pure in ir.Others' 
baue polluted themſelues by whoredome before! 
their entrance into this eſtar theſe ſhall find, 
that marriage will more hardly make them honeſt 
after their entrance : for os. _. that 
will preſerue ſweete meare from 
not reſtore tainred meare to its former —_ 
chamefebeoe, mult pure emis _ 
muſt 
36 em rar wann_nrvr ors} 


our| 


can-)- 
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nycare tharhehallvie, rerhetcommittth adit. ror x 
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our.elſc marriage will neuer ile to containe 
their deſires within compaſſe. Repentance (1 
ng and lamenting their finne 
'before the Lord in ſecret, with an carneſt craui 
of or the merits ſake of Icſus Chriſt) wi 
Lata ofocte heart faire, otherwiſe a filthy 
will make marriage it ſclte alſo filthy.» But now to 
the matter we were about to ſpeake of : a man that 
hath cither come cleanc vnto marriage, or elſe vn. 
\fainedly repented ofhis former vncleanneſle, ſhall 


ſoule with diuine comforts, and mortifie thefleſh, 
and confirme the ſpirit of grace,and beare downe 
all contrary tentat1 by mcanes of them, a 
Chriſtian man ſhall become conquerour over 
thoſe ſinnes, which otherwiſe ſeeme moſt wcon- 
querable,whilcſt a man takes leaucar leaſt to grow 
[negligent and ouert inthem, ifnotfor aſpaceto 
;omir them alrogether. Prayer and my 
will breede wiſdome, and wiſdome entring into 


the ſoule, will preſerue a man from the 


that flatters with her lips. The Word of God di- 
geſted by praicr and meditation,wil be as a ſword 
in the hand of a valiant man, to cut off the neck of 
theſc luſts, as faſt as they make head againſt the 
ſoule. Eſpecially,a man giucn to this ſinne, muſt 
oftentimes readc and thinke, of thoſe porri 


portions 
Scripture,that tend to condemne,diſgrace, m_ 
ren 
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ren this 


of amoriſts(the Poers)felr and confeſſed this to be 
Go. Take idlenefſe away faith he,and luſt wil haue 
no dart to wound wi And great cauſe that 
it ſhould beſo: wo Calling, will con- 
ſume a great part of that fu nouriſhment 
tha yeelds marter to this finne. Itwill turne the 
bloud & ſpirits another way,thar there ſhall beno 
need of ſeeking ſuch an vnlawfull iſſue. Ic will take 
vp the mind with profitable thoughts, and leaue 
no roome for thole impure imaginations,thar kin. 
dle the ro commir this enormous Crime. 
And asa bird that is flying vp and downe,defca- 


terh the fowlers deſire of hirting her,for he cannot 
C cel! 


on 
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tan and luſt ro worke 


wid Bride-buſh. Cuar.r. 


tell how to take a iuſt aime againſt her, ſo long as 
ſhe continueth in motion; {o Satan knowes not 
how to makehistentations of this kind faſter vp. 
ona bukie perſon, I meane,a man thar is cuer taken. 

with honeſt occaſions. Yea,the man that keepes 
himſelfe within the waies ofhis calling,remaineth 
ynder the gard of Angels, who are carctul and able 
tochaſe away the impure ſpirit, trom raiſing vp 
them impure cogitations. Wherefore ler cueric: 
man that to be free from this offence ſhun; 
idleneſſe, and imbrace buſineſle : let him chuſe to) 
himſelfe a ſer Calling wherein to walke, and lex: 
him giue diligent attendance vpon his Calling; ler 
his hand or head, or both, be ſtill ſera worke in 
ſome thing that belongs to his vocation; and 
when his Calling(l meanchis particular Callin 
ceaſcth to require or neede his preſence, let 
workes of his generall calling (ſpecially thoſe ats 
of religion formerly mentioned) take vp his mind 
and thoughts,fo ſhall hee bee fure to ſauchimſelfe 
from the dauger of this wickednefſe. 


Thirdly in dicr muſtbe called in, 
to the aide of chaſticie of body: it is cafie ro put 
out thefierby with-drawing fewell, at leaſt ro keep 
y flamewithin the chimney,by laying on no more 
matter,than will ferue the turne.Fulneſle of bread 
will make a man a Sodomite, thar is, ren times: 
worſe than a beaſt : but moderation will keepe the 
body.vndefiled. There ſhall not be marter for Sa- 
, if at anytimethey 
ſtrive to bee medling for hurt. The belly and 
groyne,you know,are neare neighbours ; = tha 
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the other; he that mode. | 
the former, keepes the latter alſo ingood 


nn — _— — — 


. Whenthe bloud and ſpirits are inflamed 
IC I 0 Or 
to entertaine the im of luſt,bur t c Gale 


ſhould ſuch motions: but a bedy kept 
from e,yeelds ir ſclfe to the ſoule with more 
will not re{iſt good cogitations, Lerhim 
therefore be duly ſparing in his thar defirerh 
to be chaſte in his marriage ; and knoiv, that it is a | 
ious way of abridging ſenſuall delights, | 
bybeating downe the body, whoſe members are 
nearer NG ” _ 
Fourrhl two from adulrerie, | + Shuming 
"ws gr of the harlots houſe, and Hs 
come neere the place (if he can chuſe) where 
ſuch one dwelleth, as might cauſe him to offend : | 
he muſt reſolucely debarre bimſelfe the ſocietic of 
ſuch, ashis heart is carred after inthis kind, and 
himſclfc preciſely from places, times, com- 
panies that may ſolicite ; and to that end hee muſt 
celiſt by rayer, the firſt motions of this wicked- 
pd, cutdowne the very inclinations of {inne, | 
in their firſt greeneneſle. Our Sauiour wiſheth to| wh. g.es, | 
pull out the eye, andcut off the hand ; thatis, to 
mortifie the , and not giue them leaue to 
'praQtiſe any inferiour kind of wickedneſſe. When | 
Salomon had aid, thatheewas void of vnderſtan-|p,,, 4., 
ſtanding,thatdid commit adulterie, he adds fur- 
ther,he not bee innocent that toucheth her. | 
ellence will breede or 7 Ys TY, 
| 2 and | 
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Gen 39.10.12, 
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and vnſcaſonable company and place, will almoſt 
inforce to dalliance. cnn 
euc his innocence rom thegrofle 4 ofcull by 
ſhunningal manner 

geftures,char 


ayer yn eras 1 


ofull C——_—_— 
thoughnone od cacke wn 
keepe himiclic from wan yrs I 
from her,and be farre away from the pits 
——_ him. Flic fornication. (fai _ 
maps” vn pt if 
aman will hi leaue to conerle with 
loch perfors pad eek aker fach places and 
as may inuite him to commit it. Did not 
runneaway from his ſoliciting Miftreſſe, not con- 
ſenting ſo muchas to bee in her company ? The 
fences worke vehemently in the preſence of their 
obics,and by vehement working,doe hinder the 
mind from ky very pcs that 
ſhould Larerarh) ny an ments 
tempt humſcltc,by w 
ate I puniſh his 
giving him ouer womntidee 
| Hee turnerh from God ro luſt, rhat ruſherh-vpon 
the occaſions of luft ; and muſt not God then iniu- 
En , and turne him over in- 
wo the hands 0 dom rr raarter—" 
hgence all opportunitics of this wicked 
cually ſhunne(as a rocke) the company of a 
aptto tempt,or to be rempred, cats _ 
cuen- cold water will become hot, if ir bee 
neare the fier, And tele direQions are ſuch, as 


greet 
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to all equally, married and vamarried : the 
mans þ rap wu ; the three laſt , naturall 
helpes agai is abomination. 

There remaineth another helpe iat to the 
married perſons, and thatis the due and lawfull 
enioymentof marriage. The ordinances of God 
faile not to cffet the things, for which he appoin- 
'ted them,ifour abnſe of them do not hinder their 
working and efficacy. Now God hath ordained 
matrimony to preuent whoredome, euen in thoſe 
that want the gift of continency ; that is,of reſtrai- 
ting their paſſions in this kind. Wherefore ler 
matriage be vſed as it ought, and the married ſhall 
not miffe of this effe& thereof. Indeed the Popiſh 
no abſurdly, in calling this the Sacrament of 

itic : bur we may wirhour all errour affirtne, 
that it is an effeuall meanes ofprocuring the ver- 
re of chaſtirie, to ſuch as order themſelves aright 
in it. Wherefore know, that ir is a principall 
meanes of living purely in this eftate, toenioy ir 
moderately and holily. And fo I haue fhewed you 
how you may bee —_— —_— corrupt fa- 
tare; follow theſe rules, and the bedof marriage 
(ſhall be kept in puritie and honour. And ofchalti- 
'tie,one chiefe dutie of the married, ſo much. Let 
"5 goe forward to the ſecond, which is due bene- 
uo 


ce; intreating you to take notice, that whar ! 


[ance acrs ken, will bee exceeding _ 
eo this firſt durie alſo, for there we muſt reach you 


the lawfull fruition of marriage, that you may at- 
[taineto the verrue of puritie, one ſpeciall end © 

marriage. 

C3 Car. 
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cipall duty of the 
marryed Due 
bcneuolence, 


1,.Cor.7.3. 


Matth.1 9.6, 
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Emtreating of the ſecond princi, the 
wo < , x dg 


mef He marricd are bound in conſcience 
| m— cy in- 
ioyment » according as 
cither of their needes ſhall require. 
The Scripture isas plaine this way 
as may be. Let the man give wnto the wife due bene. 
wolence,and alſs the wife unto the husband. The word 
Ggnifieth,indebted beneuolence. Ir is a debt you 
heare,and all debts muſt be paid,when they bere- 
uired. Thoſe whom God hath joyned(faith our 
Centered lecas man put aſunder: and agai 
(hall cleaue rohis witc, and rwaine ſhall bee 
one flc{h. And againe the Apoſtle, Let them rot 
defraud each other : and yet againc, The wife hath 
not ouer her owne body but the husband ; neuther 
the husband power ower his onne body, but the 
n#fe.It isnotinthe of cither of thE,wherher 
or no they will liue cach with other : but chey are 
boundin conſcience to doe it,and cannot wi 
gra ſinne deny it. Marriage is fruſtrate,if this 
utic be not d the ordinance of God 
made = voide,vnleſſe thoſe that liuc in ir,doe 
carry according to his appointment 
this way. I not,bur that there may be a time 
of ſeparation for ſom good ſpace together, cither 


for the publike ſeruice of the country, or for necd- 


w———_ 
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fall priuare affaires, ſo _ be with conſent and 
grounds : but for a man or woman to/ 

- ar. onqtdwker tw eter of 
not returning againeto the former ſocietie,is euen. 
(I thinke) as bad as whoredome, orat leaſt itis' 
wel-neare an infallible fore-runner of whoredome. 
[Therefore the married muſt obſerue,thar theyare| 
'both bound vnto God to liue with each other, and 
/to giue themſclues each to other this way(for this | 
focietie of theirs is no pollution, as ſome haters of 
(marriage (bur louers of whoredome) haue falſely 
angle ): How ſhould their matrimony bee other- 
iſe a meanes of preventing wh ? how | 
ſhould ir elſe be any way he! vato themzhow 
ſhould ir ndeere their affections > how ſhould ir 
bea comfort of their liues * how a furtherance ro 
| |their berrer gloritying of God ? yea, how ellc| 
\ſhouldthey be Gods inſtruments of impeopling 
the World, and increaſing the number of man- 
kind? and how elſe ſhould they be called one fleſh? 
Bur ler vs confider a little what rules they muſt| er of mor 


dabourir: wiz. that it be ſanGihed, ſeaſo- 
le,temperate and willing, 
Firſt and chiefly the focietic of the married] r. 7+ muf be 
muſt be ſanCtified, that is, made holy and lawfull| /ax&fed. 
mto them,by the Word of God and prayer. They 
muſt bee both inform=d by the Scriptures of the 
lawfulneſſe of that their coniunftion. For God! 
hath ſaid, Let enery man have his owne wife, and let} 1.Cor.7.2, 
exerie woman haue her owne husband. Andagame: 
Marriage is honourhble amongit al! men,and the bed| Heb.13.4. 
vadefiled. | 


— | 


follow in this their ſocietie. Foure things muſt be} *#/**%*- 


— 
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wndefiled. So that there wanteth not ſufficient war. 
rant in moſt expreſſc words,to authorize the con. 
ſcience of any man,totake to himſelf the benefit of 
this ordinance,and a good man muſt not alone do 
that,that is good,bur doe ir alſo with,and out of a 
ſtead-faſt and well-grounded aſſurance that it is 

ood. And beſides this due information of the 
[awfolneſſe of marriage, it is requiſite that they do 
ſolemnely craue the good leaue of God, for the 
eni t of this ay weve. > ſpe- 
ciall n it,not forgetting withall to re- 
—_— thankes tor his infinite good- 
neſſe, in prouidi this neceſſary mcancs of mans| 
encreaſe and comfort. This point is notto bede- 
Pail forhe dodhexprſiclyafewegharmaniag 
Paut; a t marriage 
cawellegmeneand drinks afindited by prayer | 
and iving. As therefore it were a brutiſh 
profaneneſle for any man,tofit him downe to his 
table,as an horſe to the manger,and cram himlſclie 
with viands without crauing the liccnce and bleſ- 
ſing of God firſt, and ro returne againe thence,as a 
Fox from his prey, without returning any praiſe | 
to the hand, that gaue him foode and appetite.So| 
it is likewiſe a great licentiouſneſle for marricd| 
people, as it were bruit beaſts, carried forward | 


with the heate and tide of their vnruly apperites,to | 


come together in marria etting or neglet- 
ing to requeſt the pigs | : 

and to giue him due praiſes, tor that his neceſla-/ 
ric beneficiall ordinance, Doth not cucry 
mans priuate wellare,and the publike alſo for the 


will and bleſſing, 


moſt 


— 
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moſt part cons in a manner altogether vpon 
the lucceſſe this ſocietie? The hope of ary 
tic,the ſtay of old age,the comfore of 
the (i of eucry mans houſe and na 


ther with the flouriſhing and populous eſtate of 


cuery Church and Common-weale, doth cuen 
hang vpon the fruit of matrimony:for if God ſend 
barrenneſſe, or giue cither monſtrous, or wicked 
children,how great is the diſcontent in the former 
cale,the vexation and tormentin the latter? and if 
many families (as it were ſeminarics) bee cither 
empty of plants alrogether, or peſtered vp with 
crooked and crab-tree planty, how ſhall the Orch- 
[yards of the Church and Cordmonuweale, bee ſto 

red with good and wholeſome tiees ? how then 
can any maneſtceme it more thanneeds, to craue 
Gods blefling,ina thing wherein it ſo nearely con- 
cerneth him to atraine it? Surely we (hall bur pro- 
uoke his curſe againſt vs, when we cither torger ir 
asncedeleſſce,or contemne it as ridiculous,to make 
14 porn vnto him,for his bleſſing in any par- 
cular matter, Yca,whereas marriage 15 inſti 

in part, for the ſubduing of inordinatedefires, ir 
cannot bee auaileable for that purpoſe, vnleſſe the 
{Lord doe giue it that efficacy : and how can wee 
expect that he ſhould gine ir, 'if we take ſcorne to 
gir,orbe chankelull for ir2 yea certainely, the 
men that vic marriage in a brutiſh manner, nor 
ſeeing God in it,nor ſanRifying ir by theſe meanes 
'nto themlelues,ſhall become more licen- 

tiqus,more outragi xc luftfull,more impu 

dent, than eucr they were |before marriage : tor 


| D what | 


DO 
On CC — 


what would be profitable to the ſoulein the holy 
and orderly vic of it in the pen ae ae | 
no % -# 


as hurtfull on the contrary fide. Wherefore 
11 10 wr 5 Ie >. 
but know thou haſt no intereſt ro thine 
OWne Wi thine owne husband, till thou haue 
done thine to God in , and retur. 
ned tohim the of thankes tor this benefit, 
which toucherh thee ſo nearely,as the hope of po- 
ſeritie: and him,as the ofhis Kingdome. 
| And if you will bee Chriſtians, bee fo in good ear- 
neſt, and vſcall things Chriſtianly and ſanQified- | 
ly,and learne to know the force and fruite of pray- | 
| er,cuen in all things. And ſo much for the | 
| of due beneuolence, it muſtbe ſan&ified, withour 
which, gation and chaſtitic, the two chieſe 
ends will eithernot be attained at all,or 
not wich comfort. 
x. Temperate, Ir muſt further be temperate, I meane, ſparing, 
Men and women are reaſonable creatures, and 
thercfore muſt remember,that God hath ordained 
| matri , notfor pleaſures ſake chiefly, bur for 
| the of mankind, and not toenkindle luſt- 
full defires,but ro quench them. We muſt, Icon- 
| feſle, rake great heede of laying ſnares vpon mens 
conſciences,in matters of this nature; and muſt be 
8 careful not to bind them, where God himſelfe 
not bound them. Now for the Scriptures, 
they doe not ſet to men any particular limits in 
thismarrer, butalone in generall,they commend 
vnto vs ſobrictic and moderation,and acquaint vs 
with the true ends of matrimony. Now this is 


] 
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| an vniuerſall rule, that the quantitie 
Ce ff. - gs a Poms arm 
ends of food,therefore ſo much muſt be caten(and ' 
no more) as will ſerue to the ng of health, | 
and comfort. Warmth and comli- | 
neſſe be the ends of attire; therefore ſuch, and fo | 
much muſt bee vied,as will ferue for warmth and 
plied —_— - 
and applicd to ent purpole of matrimonie. 
The married muſt not deſires for plea- 
ſures fake, bur allay deſires, when they prouoke 
themſclues. They muſt nor ſtrive by words and 
geſtures, to enflame their paſſions, whenwere it 
not for ſuch inforcements, they would bee cook 
But when ſuch paſſions are of thernlclucs, 
[moued, then muſt they take the benefit of their e- 
ſtate toaſſwage them, that for want of iuſt ſarisfa- 
@tion, they may not be troublclome to them in the 
durics of religion,and of their callings. In a word, 
marriage muſt bee vſcd as ſeldome and ſparingly, 
as may ſtand with the neede of the matri- 
ed: for exceſle this way doth weaken the body,and 
ſhorten life: but a ſparing enioyment would 
the healch,and body from diuers di 
nd diſpoſerh the | 
ti tft, diva grew 


to adultery. Moderation and is a 
c to puritic. bxchucnl ee | 
iery,and makes them each weary of irous 


of ſtrangers; moderation indeareth them each to | 
ther,and breeds contentment in themiclues. Ex- 
D2 ceſſiue- | 


20 
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| ceſſiueneſſe diſables them, without much vnquier-: 


neſſe,to endure ſeparation tuſt cauſes; mo. 
deration makes it cafic to abſtaine whenneedere.. 
quireth. Toconclude, exceſſiueneſſe hinders pro. ; 
creation ; but moderateneſlc is an helpe to fruite. 
fulneſſe. Wherefore the former generall rule muſt 
\be carefully obſerued, and the married muſt no 
oftnercome rogether, bode —_—_—_— | 
of this paſſion ingrafted in when itwould | 
otherwiſe become troubleſome to them in their 
callings. If the fancy, and _—_— andcor.| 
\ruption, prouoke deſires, the body not needing, 
nor inforcing them;nort marriage,burt praier & hu. | 
| miliation muſt heale this diſcaſe:but when the mo. | 
tions ariſe from the bodily temper or fulneſle,che | 
| marriage bed was ordained for a remedie agai 
{mne,and to that end muſt be enioyed. To incite 
themſelues by mutuall dalliances for pleaſure ſake, 
and awake the ſleeping paſſions,which nature had * 
laid to reſt, this is a fault, cucn berwixt yokelel- | 
lowes,vnleſle it fall our,that the onesneceſfitic re- 
= the other to paythe debt of due bencuolence: 
rthis is to be intemperate in Gods ordinance, | 
'asthoſe that make themſelues thirſty by eating ſalt 
'meates. Bur to ſarisfie the naturall deſires, when 
; vnprouoked, they tend to vnrulineſſe,this is a dury | 
|berwixt yoke-fellowes, and this is the temperate 
\enioyment of Gods ordinance, as for a man to | 
drinke,when labour or other occaſion hath made | 
himthirſtic. Now theſanGtified vie of marriage, 
willalſo —_—_— it to be remperate;, bur they {cl- 
dome faile to exceed their bounds, that regard Wwe 
ro 


—_— 
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to make their ſocierie holy by prayer and thankef- | 
BO Eelece math laws 6 thi res, rogutings 

i rior 4 thied rims 
[third propertie thereof:ir muſt be ſeatonable with 
a due diſtinguiſhing of the times of ſeparation, 
from the times allowed for that purpoſe. When 
itis with women after the manner of women, in 
their viuall naturall courſes ; then muſt they nor 
take the ſame liberty, that at other times. Yea, if 
| extraordinary occaſions of weakenefſe or | 
Way birth thoſe courſes continue a long ſeaſon(as | 
it is recorded of a woman that had an iſſue of |... 
'bloud for diuers yeeres), they are for that ſeaſon 
debarred their mutuall beneuolence in this kind. 
[Theſebe ſeaſons when God and nature ſeioyne the 


| 


\made more for fruitfulnes, were to be more moylt 
andcold of conſtitution than the manthence their | 
'naturall heat nor ſeruing toturne their whole nou-, 
riſhment into their owne ſubſtance, yeeldeth fome | 
(ouer-plus for the nouriſhing and cheriſhing of 
heir uine within them. And this ouer-plus of | 
\nouriſhment muſt needs find (if they enioy their | 
health) at ſeaſonable rimes, its ſeaſonable cuacua- | 
tions ordinary every moneth , for the ſpace of | 
foure five or ſixe,or ſeuen dayes,more or fewer, ac- | 
cording to the divers conſtitutions ofthe parries, | 
'orextraordinarily at extraordinary times, ſpecial. | 
ly mrhe caſeof lying in after child-birth, conrinu- | 
' ing for foure,fine,fixe,or ſeuen weekes,and in fone | 
longer, as their conſtitutions alſo are differen. | 
Now in any of theſe times, and vpon any f theſe 
D 3 occaſions, | 
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occaſions, it is ſimply forbidden to the h 

conuerſe with his owne wife in this kind. This is 

plaine in the Law, Leuit. 15.19.25. alſo 18, 
19.Chap.20.18. ofall which itis 

that marricd people ſhould rake due notice. This 

is one of the finnes alſo condemned by the Propher 

Fuck u2 16, | Exckiel; In thee (faith he) they have vexed a woman, 


that was ſet a mpg Itisalſoone of thoſe 
Deur.18.19.14. | faults, » Lie ce Canaanites did ſuffer that 

fearcfall deſtruQion from Gods hand, becauſe a- 
mongſt other things that God dereſterh, they did 
not containe themielues from women in thele ſea- 
ſons. Indeede when nature beſtowes her in 
the neceſſary vnburthening her ſelfe of 
ties,there can be no due ſealon for ations tending 
ro a quite contrary purpoſe. And the Lord in ma- 
Inns, doth ſeeme to haue aimed 

t 


of poſtericie chiefly: for if it ſhould fall 

t vpon ſuch wnſcaſonable conuerſation, 

any iſſue ſhould follow,needs muſt the child inhe- 
rite moſt miſcrable diſcaſes and vnhealthfulneſle ; 
and God would not that any mans deſires ſhould 
be ſo vnbridled, as to ſceke poſteritic then, when 
he muſt needs make them in the very firſt 
inſtant of their being. Wherefore alſo it muſt 
needs be the duty of women,to make knowne their 
| eſtates vnto their husbands in this caſe, for that is 
|a moſt vntimely and wicked ſhamefaſtneſie, that 
| makesa ready way to the committing of finne a- 
| gainſt God, and polluting of their marriage bed. 
| it is moſt times found,thatw know 
"2 —_—_— the more truly the na. 
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pa ren the leſſe can 
ir rurne to thei iſparagement) are much 
i ns laying open of theſe points; 
fr alſo, that - with 
them in this fond,and verily(to ſpeake of iras it is) 
imptous and Gall Cham Earee For what? 
we dare tothinke ir vnfit plainely to difcouer 
that, which God himſelfe in his Scriprures doth 
plainely diſcouer * An immodeſt modeſty muſt | 
that needes bee cſtcemed, which would caſt te 
blame of immodeſty vpon the pen of the holy 
Ghoſt : and either God for writing, is 
DN htnes plainchye This foul ol 
| incly. This fault was | 
ded fo yr og 
uit.20.18.Can the Miniſter then be faithful,ifvpon 
neceſſary occaſions,he declare not the fault with 
'fch plaineneſle, thar all may know ir,and auoide 
jit, Beare then with neceſſary and beare 
with Gods M doing Gods as per- 
| , as God hath revealed it in bis Word. 
for women, ſeeing it is their gloryro be fruir- 
full, ler them nor bee offended, that one narurall 
cauſe of their fruicfulneſſe is made manifeſt. To ſay 
that they may be withed to reade theſe things at 
of the is £0 fay nothing to the 
purpoſe: for what i they cannot reade ? or what 
if they will not? or whatif reading,they bee of fo 
thicke capacities, that they cannot vnderſtand _ 
Shel) he Miniſter hawsfo diicharged his office 
iving men warning that they nor, by lay- 
fg, hey may rede iz us i ay wil tas 
x 
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harcanbe jake ofenceattiemoſinccn 
and fai openneſle r obſcene ſpeech or mat- 
ter here is none),they ſhal rather argue theraſelues 
| guilrie of the ſinne would not haue knowne, 
or willing to continue committing the offence, | 
| oe. þ not haue diſcouered, than proue it| 
any way cuill to teach that plainely, which God| 
hath plainely reucaled to bee knowne of all men, 
becauſe there is ſcarce any aliue,whole conſcience 
ir may not concerne ſooner or later to know it. In 
fine,this wee muſt needs ſay;our duty is to ſpeake 
the whole truth, yours to heare tt willingly; and if 
| youcannotbring your hearts into it, yer muſt wee 
| make youheare it whether you will or no. None: 
| offence of men muſt make vs conceale, what the 
' Lordofheauen would haue reucaled. 

4 #illing, Burt a fourth direion muſt be giuen to the mar- 

ried in this point; and Willing- ; 


neſſe muſt euermore accompany their : 
neither muſt they denic themſclues dence 
| ' inconuenient times,nor yet yceld themſelues with 
| grudging and frowardnefle, but readily, and with! 
all demonſtrations of hearrtie affection. The Scrip- 
eureteſtifieth ſo much plainely, whey it incitleth 
this duty by the name od o0d-will, and good-will 
that is owing as was {aid . Now no man can 
callthat good-will, which is churlifhly,and diſcon- | 
rentedly. granted ; and: it- is doubrlcilt apart of 
t vniuſtice, to pay debts with grudgings and! 
yes. This would alienate the heart of the yoke- 
fellow, and worke inhimor her aſuſpicion of e- 
ſtrangement of affe&ion in the other party. es 
15) 
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chis onerrurneth 1 quite and cleane the maine pur | 
poſeof maringe;andcaulerh thar man andwikebe. 
comeburdens mtvexarions cach ro other in ſtead. 


ritie, doth ſerue much tomouriſh, and continue 
their naturall affection of loge, and. by helping | 
them to wane /Fun Arr Rangen the true 
and proper cads juſt concents of marrimony, 

doth make chem dearer and dearereachto others, 
__ Remember then that thou. art nor thine 
thine husbands ; and a man may doubr. 
iſle —_ as his occaſions require, | 
and it muſt granted vnto him. Let the| 


husband alſo , tharhehach giuen away 
= 90G in thiscaſe to his wite, and 
therefore alſo her intereſt ro him is the ſame, that 
is to her, and muſt needs bind him to the ſame 
dutie. So haue you heard, by whatrules your li- 
in marriage muſt be rectified, 


"7 hath fo farre violated the coucnant of |" 
_ e, that (the thing being found incurable 
the wilfulneſle of the offender, after all 

- vied of the yoke-fellow to reforme it), 
bond of marrimony is diflolued,and the other 
party ſo truly and totally looſed from ir,chat (after 
an orderly proceeding, with the-Church and Ma- 
giſtrate in "= behalle) 4 it ſhall benoſinne for him 


or her £0 make a new contract with —_— 
E on, 


tm. 


of comforts. But thewillingneſſt of their familia. 


oo ifit ſhall fall our,rhat cither of the marri. Contrery to due 


&d perſons ſhall frowardly and peruerſcly with- ——_ 
draw themſclues from this matrimonaall {ocieric: crtion.wh I 


(which faulr is termed deſertion),the perſon thus n band of mar 


—_—— 
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cane 
Fram hong the be Er this ſociety, doth 


y, prefumpwouſly, cucn 
I Ln 
her,that __"_ he in him iccannocbuc; 
fo —_ lawfully bec accounted asno 


Cn rigs 


isalmoftneuer atadhebadulerriopaths Apo- 
1:Cor.75. |fitle intimareth, PLE—_ tempt you for your 

INCOntinencie. almoſt na w caſt 
themſclues vpon whoredome, who 
caſt off > when they might Al 
the Word of God hath left (me thinkes) a cleare 
r.Cor.7.45, |dire&tion for the conſcience in this caſe ; If thewn- 

beleever depart (ſairh Paw), let hims depart,z brother 
or ſiiter u v0t in bondage in ſuch caſes. The Apoſiles 
meaning isnot in theſe words,rto permit the vabe- 
lecuers jonas lawfull,but to caſt the blame 
of the ſeparation him alone, and to tree the 
belecuerfrom the bond,by which hee or {hce were 
formerly tied : as ifhe had ſaid in more words; If 
the i will be gone, let him, croublenor your 
ſelues abourit(if ro any of you it ſballfall ourto be 
| ſo forſaken), the rar wr cs wholly and onely. vpon | 
the foulefbim,gharwilfully ——_ the breach:as 

for the party reno: him know,that his con- 
ſcience is freed (when caſes of this nature ſhall oc- 
| curre) ftromthat.coucnant, which (was __ 


— 
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made indeed, bur being firſt broken by anothers 
'wickedneſſe) can no longer rye or bind the belee- 
uer,that did nor breake it. We may not denic,that 
our Sauiour forbids a man to put away his wife, 
and marry another,vnleſſe in cafe of adultery : bur 
'wecannotfce,that our Sauiours ſpeeches are any 
'way contrary to this liberty,which we grant tothe 
: for to put away ones wite,and mar- 
ric another,is a thing farre different from the ta- 
king of another wife,when his wife doth cauſcleſ- 

put him away. Theformer Chriſt condemnes, 

c latter Pa«/allowes without any kind of contta- 
dition each to other:for wel may theſe two things 
ſtand 7 qp_— is vnlawtull for any toforſake a 
yoke-fellow,and marry another, bur forthe cauſe 
of fornication :and yer it is lawfull for any being 
cauſcleſly or wrongtully forſaken, or put away by 
the yoke-fellow,to marry another. erefore it 
any yoketellowes ſhal wittingly and wilfully with- 
'draw themſclues, from their husbands or wiues, 
and ſhall refuſe vpon good and iuſt perſwaſions, 
and other meanes vſed to returne againg tothe 
\bond,whercin they had once bound themaſthies, or 
ſhall in ſuch manner deparr, that there is no pofh. 
bilitic of vſing ſuch meanes to recall them, becauſe 
they are ſo gone, as the other perſon cannor tell 
where,nor how to find them, 1I cannot ſec, bur that 
the Apoſtle hath yeelded a freedome ro the parrie 
wronged, from the bond of matrimony. Onely let 
this bee diligently remembred, that in things of 
this nature,auſt and orderly courſe muſtbe taken 


by the perſon wronged. Euery one may not law- 
| E 2 fully 
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fully carue for himſclfc, bur muſt ſecke direQion,' 
_ crauc helpe from the Church and Magiſtrate, 
whoſe duty binds them to prouide remedie for 
ſuch inconueniences. Wherefore let itneueren. 
ter into thethought of any man or woman ta for-! 
fake or runne away from each other: lerthem not. 
dare on any diſcontentment,to breake afunder the 
knot which God had ticd berwixt them, and to fe. 
parate thoſe things, which God and man by Gods. 
allowance had i ly conioyned. And hither. 
to you haue heard of the chiefe and principall du. 
ties of the maried,which are well chieſe,and 
muſt chiefly be regarded, becauſe without them, 
their marriage ccaſeth to hauc its ancicnt force 
and being. | 


Cuar. III. 
Intreating of the loue of married 
prople. 


Rata ef Here arc allo beſides theſe, certaine 0+ 
[28 ther duties of an inferiour nature, 
WAFR which feruc to make the lives of mar- 

37323, ricd people comfortable : and thoſe: 
(though they benor fo eſfenriall to; 
marriage as the former, are yet of ſoneceſſary ob- 

(cruation,that without them,matrimony ſhall be 

nothing elſc,bur the mother of bootles and vnſea- 

ſonable repentance. Theſe are likewiſe of rwo ſorts; 
lome common to both, ſome proper to cachof 
them, The common are alſoof two kinds,ſome in 
regard 


me as 


Te me ———— 
o 


Do —— —— 
o 
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regard of themſelues,ſome in regard of their fami- 
lies. Now it muſtbe knowne, that the couenant of 
matrimony doth bind choſe that enter vpon it vnto 
all theſe dutics as well as to the former, bur not 
\with the ſame ſtraightnes, & vnder the ſame forfei- 


ture as it were. Failing inthem, doth breake Gods 
'commandement very much:burir doth nor breake 


—— 


K#®.. 


Common 4 ities 
of two ſarts,ju | 
1egard of 
frft,themſelues 3 
ſec oud'y, ther | 
[amilies, | 


| 
Failing in leſſe | 
principal duties, | 
allowcih not a 


the bond of matrimony : Ir forteiterh their muru- 
al peace,comforrt and happines;irt dorh nor forteir 


departure ane 
from another, 


their —_— and power ouereach others bo. 
dies. Indeed fuch is the impatiency ot mans nature, 
and fovnwilling is he to beare the croſles, where- | 
with the Lord ſhall exerciſe him, that ſoone will | 
he conccite ro himſelfe aliberty,where God giues | 
him none atall. Moſt men and women areapt to, 
thinke,that they haue due cauſc,not to endure the | 
burden of liuing in matrimony with ſuch yoke-fel. | 
lowes,as haue no care to-performe the duties that 
ſhall benamed. Bur it isa very dangerous thing 
for vs to accountour ſclues freed from our dury,by 
that which dothnor indeed free vs. Ve muſt ther- 
fore croſle the defircs of our owne harts,and know 
thatwe are ſtill bound ro our yoke-tellowes for all | 
their hard and vnreaſonable viage in other things, . 
ſolong as in the maine matters wee bee not wron- | 
| os ou art no whit lefle bound to.continue an | 
| d or wife,becauſe thy yoketellow is vrrerly 

.carcleſſe of ſuch dutics as ſhall be named. Arme 
thy ſelfe therefore with patience to beare the want 

ofthem,and rake knowledge of them,nor to make 

thy ſelfe falſely conceited of liberty, becauſe thou , 
doſtnor find the,bur to make thy (elf caretul of do-! 


—_—_— 
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Whaiſoeuer the 
rules bro y 
and chriſtianity 
\require of all 
| men each 19 0- 


0”, ——  —— —- — —— — 


Inall common 
duties the bas- 
band mult be 

moſt plentifſull. | 


| 


OO ————_———— _ _ — —— NO —  — 


AM Bride-baſh, Canary, 
ing that which pertaineth to thee,thovgh thy care 


| that way bee flenderly requited. But now lerys 
| cour ſclues, rolay open the ſpeciall = 


| of duty,which we haue SIT ſpeake of. 
generall for the common r this bedelive 


Goa, weakning , that it rather addes force and 
ſtrength to the more | bonds of humanitic 
andot religion. So that looke what the Law of 
loue and piety doth command thee to to 
7% + 1 RR Rs it binds 
thee to to thy yoke-fcllow much more 
plenrifully and diligenely. And yer this alſo muſt 
Pee uly marked,that in theſe muruall duries,the 
 husband is bound to be more abundant and care- 
 full,becauſe his place is more excellent. They are 
not therefore tobee reckoned as common duties, 
becauſe an equall meaſure is required of both: but! 
| becauſe both muſt haue ſome of all, and the hul- 
'band moſt of all; for more of cuery grace muſt 
needs be required of the man that is the ſtronger 
than of the woman, that is the weaker veſſel]; iec-| 
ing all aduancement in place doth carry with it a, 
' bond to more vertue,than that which is called for 
'ofthE,which are ſet ina lower roome. Courageis 
'needtull in Capraine & Soldiours, bur in the 

taine a greater height of courage, becauſe it is his 
| buſineſſe 
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buſineſſe to be a leader of others. Skill is neceſſa- 
ciein Maſter and man,bur in the Maſter more skil, 

becauſe it pertaines to him to teach and dire his 
ſeruants:{o inall good things the husband ſhould 
= 994 is higher and more 
excellent. Bur ler vs tO a More 

lar deſcribing - fv CO] 
looke in part CI part 


on will more troubleſome than can be ima- 
gi is the life and ſoule of marriage,with- 
out which ic differs as much from ir ſelfe,as a rot- 
ten apple froma ſound,and as a carcaſle a li- 
wing : yea verily it is a moſt miſerable and vn- 
le ſocicrie,and no berter than a very li- 
vingdeath. This makesall thingscaſie: the wane 
ofirmakerh all things hard. Where loue is abun 
ant it makes a ſupply of all other wants: where 
that is defective, it breeds a like defetiueneſle of 
deter des: Lon ro all _ 
and compolerh all controuer- 

(es; loue ouer-rulerh all paſſions, ir {quarcth all | 
aRiongzit is ina word the King of the heart, which 
whom it preuaileth, ro chem is marriage it ſelfe 
—_ in phafowreciablanies efaogee 
ſons into one home,one purce,one heart, and one 
_ Bureo praiſe louc,or proue irneedfull, were 
lefle labour. The —d theworld ſpeakes 

brirnd accounts harmncch mock more mile- 


rable | 
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vnco their families. That that PRI—_ ny 
to therwſelues, comes all ro rwo ; loue, and | {ens ne 


the chicfe effects of loue. For louefirft,their hearts | ane,axd ihe ef+ | 
muſtbe vnited as well as their bodies,elſe their vni- |{*# of ſane. | 


TT 
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rable than death irſclfe, Ing is not vicd 

as the match-maker,yea, match-keeper tO, 

'[ will therefore apply my ſpeech vnto ewo things 

| ro be knowne about this point of loue : 

| Firſt,ro ſhew what properties this louc muſt haue; 

next,to ſhew by what meanes it may beatrained, | 

The properties |Now the loue of man and wife muſt haue theſc 
of marriage low: | te properties with,and aboue many other : firſt, 
I [irmuſtbe ſpirituall; ſecondly, matrimonial. It 
t -{bej. |muſt be ſpirituall in its and inits working. | 
rizallinits |Loue muſt be buile chiefly and principally vpon 
found nd wn | the will and commandement of God, the onely 
ſure and ſtedfaſt foundation of ir. The God of | 
Heauen,the maker of affe&ions,mult alſo be their 
commander : from whom wee haue eceiund the 
power of louing,from him we muſt alſo receiue di- 
rections,for the right vſing of that power. AChri- 
ſtiaa man muſt louc his wife nor onely or princi- 
[pally,becauſe ſhe is beautifull, witty, huſwifclic, 
dutifull, louing, and cuery way well conditioned : 
bur chiefly, becauſe the Lord ofheauen and earth, 
to whomal hearts ſhould ſtoope,and all affeions. 
[yecld, hath aid, Husbands louc your wives. The 
| wite alſo muſt loue her husband,nor only or chic-! 
[fly becaule hee is a proper man, of good meancs, 
and of good parentage, kind to her,of good cou-! 
rage, and of good carriage in cuery reſpet; bur 
becauſe hee is herhusband, and the 'Soue- | 
raigne of all foules hath rold women, that they 
yy to be louers of their husbands. Nox the face, 
uour,portion, proportion, beauty, dowrygnobili- 
tis or goodpartso the marred, wut be the | 
principall 


—_ 


Cnar.z. A Bride-buſh. | 


[ 
: 
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incipall cauſes of their louing each other, bur 
the good wil and pleaſure of God,that hath plain- 
ly manifeſted his pleaſure in this matter. That af. 
feion which is grounded vpon this ſure and ſta-. 
'ble foundarion,will ir ſelfe be laſting and durable, | 
as isthe cauſe that procures it : for the comman- | 
[dement of God in this matrer, can neuer recciuc 
analteration : bur that affeftion that ftandeth vp- 
on other ſandy —— will be fickle and 
momentany,and ſubicct ro | houre: 
TEC ern 7 ne an 
'onberorren and (lippery ? cither ſome ſtorme of 
contention will row that ill-grounded natu- | 
rall love; or of ir owne accord it will fall downe | 
chrough age; orelſc it will degenerare into icalo-| 
fie,the deuouring Canker-worme and Cater-pil-| 
larghar eatcs vpthe heart of the married perſons, 
andconſumes or marres the ſweere fruite of matri- | 
\mony: but he that loues his wife, becauſe ſhee is 
his wife, and Gods pleaſure is, that ſuch aperſon 
ſhould be loued, whom himſelte hath vnired in fo | 
nearea contract,ſhal ſo long continue to loue her, | 
'what cger ſhe prouc in other reſpe&s,as ſhee con-| 
tinues tobe his wite, ſecing the commandement of | 
God is given with none other limitation. Ve find | 
not in Scripture thar precepr,Husbands loue your 
[wives,and wines your husbands, limited with any | 
ſuch condition as this,if they be thrifty,if they bee ; 
diſcreete,if they be patient, or the like, but fimply | 
andabſolutely if they be your owne,loue them.So| 
the loue that lookes vpon God, reſts ypothis will, | 
peelde: to his authoricic,and reſolues to obeyhim, | 
F 


cannot | 
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cannot change it ſelfe,becauſe the cauſc thereof is 
le. Ifrhou loue thy wife for that ſhee 
is faire, well ſpoken, courteous, of good feature, 
| brought and is huſwitely, this iswell : bur, 
| what will become of thy loue, if all theſe faile? as 
all may,andthe moſt muſt faile. Thou louelt thine 
husband, becauſe he is an hanſome man ; hath an! 
| atiue and able body, is of good wit, and of good| 
behauiour, kind, loving, of faire conditions, and| 
victh thee well : but where ſhall wefind thy loue,if 
theſe things ſhould alter ? as all earthly things 
' may alter ? you ſce then how there is no Ara. 
| in that loue, which is procured onely by theſe mo. 
| tives. But if thou loue thy wiſe or busband, be- 
| cauſe God hath ſobidden thee, the maker of all 
things hath enioyned it, the Lord and Maſter of; 
| the hearr,who alone hath right ro command the 
|very afteions, doth ſo appoint thee; then ſhalt | 
| thou find thy loue conſtant and perpetual,as Gods 
| ny 25 —_— cucr the! 
fame. 

Now the knowledge of this propertie of 
| loue,that it muſt be ſpirituall,buile vpon the rocke| 
of Gods commandement, doth meete with all ob-' 
ietions,which many perhaps will make againſt ic| 
in their owne caſes : For who (faith ſome hus-' 
band) can loue ſuch a wife > and what wife can. 
affe& ſuch an husband (faith fome. woman ) 2 I 
anſwere you both : Thar nd that hath learnt! 
ro-giue Word a ſoucraignrie in his heart, 
{ thathath made reaſon re&ified by Scripiures, the 
guide and leader ot his affections, that hath _ 

d 
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mp his iudgement,and his iudge- | 
ment to 


God, and hath learnt itto thinke it 
reaſon for the creature, to follow the Creators 
will in all things, ſeeme they otherwiſe never ſo 
much againſt reaſon: in a word; that man that 
hath his affections ſpirituall, can beſtow them e.. 
ven on ſuch a wife z and fo ſhall that woman alſo | 
that hath arrained ſuch ſpiritualneſle of loue, find| 
itnot impoſſible to continue her loue to ſuch an 
husband 


Now as the of the married which 
les loue,muſt bee fpirituall, ſo muſt alſo the | 
ing thereof. It mult bring forth ſpirituall| 
- __ merge) 
i doing ings with all 
ines, thar good(the beſt of all goods) 
may bee attained. Their affe&ions muſt prouoke 
them,to endeauour after the eternall welfare each | 
ofother; and to labour both, that they may both | 
with more caſc and aſſurance atrtaine cuerlaſti 
(Gluation : for that loue which hath none high-, 
\craime than preſent wealth, eaſe, peace and hap- 
pineſſe, deſeructh no better name, than a naru-| 
rall and a carnall louc. And furelie thoſe that 
loue each other , becauſe God bids them , will 
likewiſe loue each other in ſuch fort as God bids 
them, even with ſuch a loue, as will make them 
crcfullof each others ſoulcs, and the good there- 
of, for that cndleſſe erernitie which is ro come 
hereafrer , as well as of their bodies and eſtates 
for that lirtle minute of time, which they haue 
to runne thorow in this preſent world. Loue 
F2 cannor, 
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cannot bee ſeparated from an carneſt defire of 
the good of rtic loued ; and therefore ſpi- | 
rituall loue muſt bee defirous of the fpirituall | 
ood. Wherein alaſſe how exceedingly faileth 
he loueofthe mol married people 2 yea, of the 
' moſt that make ſome ſhewes of more than com- 
| mon goodneſſe ? many husbands and wiues haue 
the bodies of their yoke-fellowes fo deare vnto 
them,thar they cannor endure to thinke of their 
diſgrace, pouerty, ſickneſſe, death : but what be- 
commerth of rheir ſoules,whether they bee ſan&ih-! 
edor vnſan&ified,m the dominion of grace or of 
| finne,in ſtate offaluation or damnation, going to 
| heauen ortohell;-rheſe be in the number of thoſe 
| things, wherewith they are little moued, Theſe 
loue like Heathens, not like Chriſtians, and the 
Lord is not well pleaſed,that thoſe which call him 
Father ſhould be warmed alone with ſuch carnall 
affetion. Andnow, letall of vs that rake vpon vs 
the honourable name of Chriſtians, be giuen to 
vnderſtand, that our affe&ions ought to - of a 
more diuine and heauenly nature, rhan thoſe that 
He 9 amongſt Pagans and Infidels. Are! 
we bound ro marry in the Lord, and ſhall nor our! 
—_— be ſeaſoned with loue in the Lord?Thou 
art ſo abundantly kind to thy wife or husband,and 
he or ſhe is ſo neare tothy ſoule,that thou doſt car-: 

| , 
neſtly defire ro affoord as much comfort vnto him! 
or her,as poſſibly may be,and ir goes to thine hart 
to thinke,thatany thing ſhould bee wanting for | 
their good. Itis well. Bur ſo might a Pagan, an! 
Inhabitant of Rome or Athence doc, my a; 
- 


wr 
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Turke,or a man or woman of China doe.as well as 
ſelfe. Ifthe good thou meaneſt conſiſt alone 
/inbeing healthy and rich, in liuing arpeace andat 
hearts caſe, and cnioying all the benefits of nature 
that thou canſt helpe them roo. Burt doſt thou ot- 
ren wiſh the ſanification and faluation of thy 
| _— Doſt thou defire to make thine yoke- | 
, a fellow-heire of Chriſts Kingdome * Doſt | 
thou ſeeke ro helpe thine iodine to heauen | 
and heauenly benefits, as well as to theſe carthly >, 
fo, this is to loue ſpiritually. This loue beſeemes | 
a Chriſtian husband,and a Chriſt ian wite:If other. ' 
wiſe,thy loue is tobe diſcommended, not becaule 
it isnot good foto loucburt not good enough tor | 
h Chriſtian, that is commanded to haue a more | 
holy and heauenly diſpoſition,than thar,that may 
detound amongſt thoſe that know not Chriſt. Be 
not therefore carnal in your loues walking as men, 
but ſpiritual,as becommeth the ſonnes and daugh- 
ters of God, | 
\ Andtake notice yer further,that your loues muſt, >. mu beme- 
'bematrimoniall as well as Girimall. Spiritualnes| —_ = 
of loue,is a common property to that loue that is 
due to all men ; wee muſt therefore find our ſome-' 
thing in the loue of yoke.fellowes, that may be pe-| 
culiarto it, and ſcrue to diſtinguiſh it from all o-| | 
[ther loues : fora man muſt loue his parents, his 
brethren, his neighbours, ſtrangers, yea and his vr-| 
|terenemies,and loue themalſo, becauſe God bids! 
him, and loue their ſoules as well as their bodies. 
But the loue of husband and wife to cach other, 
ſhould differ from all other loues in two reſpects] 
F 3 (in| 


— _— — 


Gen. 2.23.24. 


Epheſ. 5.33. 


| 
' 


ps —_ by a ncarer band, there hee | 
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in regard of which I cal it matrimonial. Firſt in the 
quantity ofit:ſecondly inthe effe&t. For the firſt,a|— | 
man muſt louc his wife aboue al the creatures in the | 
world beſides:ſo muſtthe womi her husband: nexr 

tothe living God, andour Lord lefus Chriſt, the 
wifc is to haue the higheſt roome in the husbands 
heart,and ſhe in his. No neighbour,no kinſman,no 
friend,no parent,no child ſhould be ſo neare and 
deare vnto the husband as hiswite,nor to her as her 
husband. Did not Elkenah ſay to Hamng, Am not 1 
better to thee than ten ſons? (arely the _ 
loued berter;Qur firſt father in 1 the 
worthof cuery thing athrſt ſight, & ſo 
fone as he ſaw and conſidered it,what meaſure of 
(loue was due vnto it: no ſooner had God brought | 
Euah his wife vato him, but he breakes forth into | 
ſpecches,diſcoucring the ſame of affe&is | 
which we require of the maried;T hi«(faich he)fieſb | 


and bone ore (hall a man 
peg arms oc Burr river 
[Their loues you ſee muſt exceed that of children to 
| ts,and therfore it muſt know no ſuperiour at- 
feAionbur har, thatis dueto the God of heaven. | 
' So much loue doth one yoke-fellow owe to the 0- 
ther ascitherofthemowes vnto him or herſelf ina 
manner. They be one body, and muſt loue cach 0-: 
|ther,as each others ſelf,not alone in that common 
relpe wherin cuery Chriſtian is bound to loue e- 
 uery neighbor ashim in this ſpecial reſpet 
wenow ipeake of becauſe of the ſpecial neareneſſe 
that is berwixt the: for whereſocuer the Lord hath | 


doth 


|Cnar3- A Bride-buſh. Fo» 
po_ ——— T3. 24 wa UTE ee 
doth alſo require of them an higher degree of affe- 
aaatden tied rogether in the clo- 


ON tnaheaſics their mutuall affections 
muſt be moſt plentiful, large and abundant: which 
ifitbenor,nener will it ſerue the turne to beare thE 
'out inthe other duties of matrimony. A man and 
woman muſt doe more,and ſuffer more cach for o- 
ther,than for any other in all the world; they muſt 
beare with more faults cach in other,than in any o- 
ther,and be ready to take more paines cach for 0- 
therſcceing all eſtaresare common berwixt them. 
Wherefore they muſt loue cach other more , for 


more oteuery vertue is required to be in one, 
by how — required. 
And verily herein would the happines of marriage 


conſiſt, if men & women did thus plentifully affect | 
each other: for no man would be much diſconten- 
[red in want of thin $ lefle loued,if he mighteni 
the things he moſt of all;& becauſe man and 
wife ſhould be each in other, wharſocuer af- 
fictions they might meer with therfore hath God 
appointed thE to abound ſo much m loue cach to 
vows murual affe&i6 —__ and 
is vied to expreſle F nature of this nup-. 
llonehorwe mighthnow ico befachas (ho d| 


come as neare to the largenes of that lone, as ma | 
ng na 
tha ng 


Y fre 
be le:but it muſt — 
| t they may receiuc ful ſatisfaction in themſclues, | _ 4 


multbe ſo fixed in the good > por” enpens | 
perſons,that they muſt account thelelues, the only | 7m" 


_—— — — — = ——— _— 


effect be of a binding | 
ture,it muſt ſo knit chem to theſelues, | 1? ve man 
as Saloms faith et her breaſts ſatisfie thee. Their harts / (p:Q of nar- 


a, 


t| 


! 
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OE Oey fit and good march, that may be found vnder che 


Sunne for cach other. The loue of the married 
muſt be a ſingular love, ca a man to account 
his wife the onely woman om——_— not ſo 
much as to yeeld to the leaſt inclination of hauing 
another,and ſo the wiues cowards him. Their per- 
ſons ſhould be to cach other the moſt pretious of 
all ns, and ſo Joue mult limitluſt, and 

delire within compaſie, It any man thinke this 
impoſſible, vnleſſe chat man and woman 
might find in their owne fellowes, as good 
conditions and amiable qualities as are to bee 
found in orhers. I anſwere, thatthe point former. 
ly deliucred about the fpiritualneſle of affeQions, 
will atisfie this obieion : for not the good qua- 
lities ofcicher,but the good pleaſure of God, isto 
be the ground of their mutuall dearencfſe. Good 
conditions helpe indeed to make this duty more 
caſie,bur ir is ſuch as muſt vpon other motiues be 
performed,though the allurcment of good condi- 
tions be away.And againe I anfwere,that as a man 
which ſeeth more wit and beauty, and other good 


pan in his ncighbours ſonne or daughter than 
is ownezyea,whoſc owne child is deformed,croo- 
ked and dull witted, yea alſo ſhrewd, vntowardly, 
| rebellious,when his nci child is notalone 


' comely, ſtraight-bodied, quick-witted, bur alſo 
, meeke,gentle,loyall,duritull and obſequious, doth 
|yerlouethe perſon ofhis owne ill qualified child, 


| aboue the perſon ofhis neighbours well. qualified, | 


though he loueth the good qualities of a ſtranger, 
; more than the bad qualities of his owne child:cuen 
| ſo 


5 - _— - — . > 
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— Di and wiſe. A 
man may lawfully chinke another woman, a ber. | 
ter woman, and more vertuous than his owne 
wiſe :burnot loucthe perſon of another more ver. 
wous woman, aboue the perſon of his owne lefle 
vertuous ; and (o likewiſe may I ſay of the wife to. 
wards the husband. Liking of the perſon is nor lo, 
inſeparably knit to good conditions, bur that the 
former may be withour the latter : 00 men would] 
change his owne ſonne tor another mans, 

hee could bee glad the ſonnes A 

tes: nn enldAe more _ 
id the behauiour and carriage of others, 
hea their owne yoho-lellow, ettheirhearts muſt. 


TE to hom beſides, which wee ſee | 
that few husbands and wiues do ſo much as abou 
to performe. The moſt are (till Rm 

other,with what matches ey a0 ad in 
former times, and many in could al- 
[moſt gate any other before their owne: theſe 
may diſſemble and ſmile in the faces each of other, 
but doubrleſſe cannot be ſaid to louecach o- 
——— nupriall loue Marriage loue admits of 

none equall in affection, bur placerth the yoke-fel. 

low next of all to the ſoule ofcheps inwhom it 


ITY Marriage loue will not brook "% ng 
lice 
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defire of change,bur linkes the hearts of the marri- 
ed ſocloſe together, that they arc onely deare to 
each other, m this reſpe& of marriage. O how 
farre are moſt from louing, their yoke-tellowes as 
they ought, which yer hauc herctofore pleaſed | 
themſclues this way, and thought es to 
hauc lonedeach other as well as need tobe. Bur 
now may fee, how much the moſt deceive 
temkbon, cndbowkern ſhorr they are of perfe- 
ion in thoſe duties, wherein they doe account 
themſclues moſt perfe&. Bur wee muſt goe for. 
ward to the ſecond point wee intended, 


| wee require of the married) muſt ſhew them the 
| meanes of attaining ſuch aloue. 


uing ſhewed of what qualitic that loue is, which 


Cuay, IIIL. 
Shewing the meanes of attaming lone. 


d if any man finding a want of ſuch 


re to know he et 

FLY and encreaſe ir, lethim abated 
VEIAT) that loue will become ſuch (as hath 
been ſpoken)if ſome naturall meanes 
men ated, The na- 
urall meanes is itation : let them have one 
houſe, one table, onechamber, one bed, ſo ſhall 
| with moſt ano offh ene omrendent 
Petey is in this point exprefle ; Let t . 

band dwell with bu 6, end benforthewihe - 
with the Nearencflc _ - 


—_—S. 
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helperh to procure nearenefle of affeQtion : Why 
doewe loue thoſe of our owne family more 
— — [ietour 
( fall out)more 

than thoſe that are further remoued in habirati- 
> burbecauſe we haue more occaſions of fami- 
lar conuecrſing with them. This was the cauſe 
that the Lord ordained in the Law, that no IC 
naclite (hould be drawne from home he firſt yeere 


occaſion of publike ferui- 
bo Mborkddor that ſpace ac leaftabide| 


athome,and 

WA Was) 2mm wen 
make their loues for cucr after firme 
di luble. How ill then doe 


vitie ok. 
of wan-' 


ho amacebretiabted with any, 


that is nor odde and fingular, and different | 
DEED Wherefore out of com- 


_— ftare and nw meas __ 
to divide 


| Ar Ws = Doth not 
n giue the diuell aduan- | 


noerk hom: it not becatie forhim to | 


| —— by degrees, thar fo ſunder | 
bodies ? But whatſoever man and woman | 


_ > ——_—_— yy 
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bid adew to all theſe fond complements ; let one 
houſe and one bed hold them conſtantly ; ler them 
be as much in cach others preſence, as buſineſſes of 
their callings will permit; ler them often ralke to-/ 
 gether,and be ſorry together, and de merry toge- 
ther, and communicate their —_ and grietes' 
each withother; and this will ſurely knit them, if 
any thing will. And let themneuer ſuffer any iarre! 
[to worke ſo dangerouſly vpon their afteftions, as 
| romake them ſo much as for one night, ina fro-. 
ward or ſullen angrineſſe, to part beds for any oc- 
caſion of diſlike : for why ſhould the Sunne goe 
downe vpon their wrath?and why ſhould nor their 
anger be caſt out afore they (lcep? and why ſhould 
not they lie downe in peace cach with other, as, 
well as with God? Thinke you it poſſible for an 
husband or wife to keepe peace with God, whom | 
they ſeenot,if they cannot forhis ſake keep it with 
their yoke-fellowes, whom they ſee continually ? 
| Nouriſh loue theretore by a continuall ſtreame of 
familiar conuerſation,and abſent not thy ſelf trom 
thine owne home,chere thy yoketellow is,for any 
vaine occaſions and ms} bs purpoſes of plea- 

ſure and vanitic abroad. Secke not occaſions of 
long and vnneceſlary abſence through a negligent 
and light reſpe& of thy yoketellow,and let no dif. 
like or injury cuer ſo much aliegate-thee, as thou 
ſhouldeſt in a ſnuffe ofdiſcontentment part houſes 
and be gone. Breede not ſtrangeneſle (an enemy 
ro loue)there,where there ought to be moſt louc, 
Make not tholc jarres open, that might be ſecrer,' 
and, 


——— 


Cuar- A Bride-buſh. 45 
and prepare not your ſclues for vrter deferrions, 
by theſe perriſhand angry ſeparations : bur ſeeing, 
fociableneſſe and familiar conuerſation, are the | 
beſt helps thatnature affordeth for the combining 
ofhearts zletnotany falling out or contention bee 
caſton (like cold water) to quench the loue that 
ſhould alwaics burne within you. Aboueall, ler 
never any husband or wite giue way to that fond 
\conceit ; | haue ſuch an one,as no man or woman 
inthe world could endure to dwell with. The A-| 

ipoſtle aith,thar if the vnbeleening husband would | «.Cor.7.13, 
abide with the beleeuing wife,then ſhe ſhould nor | 
depart from him. It cannot be thought,that any 


thing ſhould make cohabiration more tedious, 
than difference of faith,yer.this makes it not law- | 
full for them to parthouſes, how much lefſe may | 
things of (aller moment ? Nay rather cuery one 
[muſtlabour with his ſoule,and fay,I muſt loue this 
my yoke-fellow with an ardent loue, or elſe | can- 
;not but be damned: for how can any man expect 
faluation from God, ifhee continue to croſke his 
phincſt commandements ? amongſt which this is 
one.as plaine as may bee.. If I cannor louc mine 
\husband or wife, how ſhall I doe mine enemy? and 
yernone is capable of heauen, till he can loue his 

,cnemy,and bleſle thoſe thar curſc him. Ir is there- | 

(fore of neceſlitic to ſaluation, that one loue his | 

yoke-fellow 3 and_it -is impoſſible ro maintaine | 

loue, if through diſcontenement they part dwel. 

lings: wherefore bee thou reſolute to beare with 

Ul! weakenefles , and wndergoe all diffica!ties ,; 

toliue where God bids thee liue, Hee is« taint- | 
| G3 hearted | 
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hearted ſouldier,thar will quit the quarter appoin- 
ted him by che Generall, becauſe he meetes with 


tour enemies there : nay, a good fouldicr muſt 
make good his ground, he leauc his bodie 
dead in the place. This ou pacety den, hen 
God hath ſer mehere I will be,this ground I will 
make good, though I endure , ftormes, 
railings, blowes, wounds, and death it ſelfe. This 
is aright obedient reſolution, and ſuch a fouldier | 
(hall notmiſſe his commendation and reward. If 
thine husband be not an whoremaſter,or wife an 
harlot,you muſt liue in the ſaqne home and habi- 
tation, nothing elſe can diſpence with this durie, | 
becauſe there cannot be matrimonial loue with-| 
out this duty. And if there haue been any diuiſi- 
on for other occaſions of diſlike , they ſhould 


quickly be compounded,and each of them ſhonld 
be content to hearken to motions of reconciliati- 
on yea, they ſhould cach affe& ro befound the 
moſt forward in beginning the offers of peace. The 
husband ſhould haue more wiſdome, more pati- 


|cnce,more command ouer his paffions than the 
witc,and therefore he ſhould count ithis honour | 
to ſhew more of all theſe, - 4. ne 
word of peace,and beginning ſi a treaty as may 
compound their diſcords, finiſhrheir iarres, re- 
| uniterheir hearrs,and reſtore them to theirformer 
vnion of focictie. Sempſon in a paffion flung from | 
his wife, vpon occaſion of playing the blab,and 
| diſcouering his riddle,which by whining and im- 
| portunitie (hee had wrefted "irony, ar wa 
| wards he bechoughrhimſele beree — 
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ua, and faid, that hee would goe and 
make merry with her with a kid, and knit vp all a- 

ine. Yea,the Leuit ſpokenof in the latterend 
 booke of Iudges, though his wife | 
from him to her fathers houſe (as it may ſeeme 
withoutany cauſe of his part giuen, for the hol 

Ghoſt doth accuſe him of none,and charitic m 
[make vsnot to ſulpe& him , Where the Lord hath 
jor dicoorredan y), et could he find in his heart 
c after RED peake kindly toher,and ſeeke 
her backe againe mobility. Sure ir 
| 2p np — mouer in 
the matter of reconciliation ;na y,he is alwaies the | 
beſt natured, the moſt fanRified, and the moſt 
praiſe-worthy thatcan perfwade himſclte to follow 
- yr —_— it ſeemeth to run from 
him. Wherefore to conclude this point,man and | 
wiſe muſt cleaue to each other they muſk come to- 
_ en. muſt dwell together, that ſuch 

ſociety may endeare them each to other. 
10 beſides this naturall meanes of procurin = 

primal; 


muſt take noticeoftwo, more ſpir wick ane 
which will indeed glew their ſoules roge er, and eidemetachel 
thatalſo in a ſpirituall manner : the one oftheſs is| "*: 
to rake ſpeciall notice of Gods gratious prout- 
_— ood in their match. They muſt often 

ues in mind of that which our Saujour| Manh.19.6. 
ifirmerh, that God hath ioyned thera together, 
and that alſo being his children, for their muruall 
goodand benefit. VWe know, that a meane gift 
s much d forthe giuers fake : Ifmen and 


reſj 
WD I in fauour 
' bringing| 
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bringing them together, then ſhall they rake each 
a loue-okens from C God, and Rn 
made v re each to r, though O- 
herwiſe they be but of meane qualities. Hee that 
\ftriverh to loue God aboue all.,cannort but loue the 
courſeſt of his bleſſings for his ſake, Yea, a good 
\child will kifſe the rod in the fathers hand. When 
Adam aw that God had brought Exe vnto him, 
he was ſoone in loue with ber, and could quickly 
rr non doethou re- | 
4{olucin thine heart, that in great goodneſſc 
| (for croſſes alſo ro Gods people come in good. 
neſſe) hath beſtowed this husband or wife vpon 
me,and thou ſhalt not chuſe but dearely affe& thy 
yoke-fellow , though ſomewhat perhaps ſullied 
with frowardneſle and ill conditions : for the 
| deareneſle of the giuer, will counteruaile the de- 
fe&s of the gift. if thy match bee falne our 
| fomewhatcroſſe vnto thee, yet know that the Lord 
(did aime at thy good, and will procure itby this 
croſle (cauſing, that though thy life here bee lefle 
pleaſant = y foule ſhall haue a large recom- 
pence,if ou accept it with patience and thanke- 
fulneſle),and then thine yoke-tellowes —_— 
| may proue vnto thee matters of gricfe, but ſhall | 
[not be able to alienate thine affe&ions. Bur ſuch 
|as want wiſdome to behold the hand of God cOu- 
pling them,ſhall ſoone ceaſe to loue, becauſe their 
| ues are not perfeed,and ſtrengthened with the 
loue of God,the onely ſtrengrhener and perteQter 

'ofall verrues. 
| Buttherc is another meanes of cementing the 
oules | 
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foules of the married, which will both helpe to the! Arother to ion 
former,and being ioyned with it,make.irinfallibly 2ber in pri | 
effeuall,comake them truly louing; and tha is' re "RY 
to joyne together often and conſtantly in the per. 
formance of exerciſes of pictic to God, chicfly in 
private and betwixt chemſelues. Let man and 
wite pra together, let them conferre with each o- 
ther of Fir heauenly country, let them ling a 
Plalme together,and 1oyne in {uch religious exer. 
ciſes; {o ſhall their hearts bee knit c er faſt 
2nd firme to God firſt, and fo to cach other. Reli- 
on we know(as the word importeth) is of a very 
binding nature,and therefore Saint Peter would by '1.Per3.7, 
no meanes,that the prayers of che married ſhould | 
Fo ed. —— man,and knew 
{hb 11s Owne rience) that 
Lanes. —_ of ab > tionto their | 
Intheſe the bright beames of Gods image 
will ſhine forth, _——— un of, 
them,and thart is loucly urin wil make. 
them amiable each to orher. The will nouriſh 
the ſpirit of holineſſe in them, and rhat inkindles 
loue, where euer it commeth. | Theſe will increaſe 
their faith in God,and faith will worke by loue; in 
theſe they ſhall ſeele themſelues tohaue been ſpiri- 
tually profitable cach to other:and to receiue a ſpi- 
rituall t,cannot but procure a ſpirituall affe. 
ion. Here they (hall perceiue themſclues tran. 
| wg one country, feruants of one family, chil- 
of one parcny,and members of one body, and 
this muſt needs encreaſe their good willto each o- 
ther, Religion will knie the hearts of ftrangers faſt 
H in 
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in them to bee for all their liues after, 
deuvweechorherf Grthefpace of one moneth, 
weeke,day,or almoſt houre, haue conucrſed and 

ed rogecher therein ; how much more effectu- 
all be,ro faſten rogether their ſoules,chat en- 
many and fo perpetuall bands beſides ? Ir 
"o_ —_ times choketh the loue of the 
ow weary each of orher by long 
xr ter other, and then they care not one 
for another : bur if they doe ſeaſon their naturall 
communion, with this ſpirituall communion in 
the ſcruices of God: m0 >. 
will prevent all ſatiety, and make them 


dearenefle each to other, by ſeeing ciforodedal 
| more and more deare. Ilarres and contentious 
out twixt man and wiſe, are the greateſt 
hinderances of their loue : burthe ioynin roge- 
ther in theſe exerciſes, will cauſe thar 11 far 
moreſeldome iarre, and that their ig arr 
ſhall not feſter and rankle, ro breed rs 
of each other, which would be the bane of louc. 
_ will preucnt moſt hall appercrg _ 


before God i pr , in 
ther onelyor RET humour of 


pride, that makes ſores to rankle) they (hall 
exc blame themſclues,and take the fault 


order paar yen y-yors.oms All con- 


rentions will all will come roan 


nnd apc oor wary 


34 105i and make cither to ſec and 


of God in his ordinances will 
the 
great- 


| 
| 
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_— 


Eults of the yoke-fellow will ſeeme lietle, and the 
[matter of ſtrife will be quite cur off, 1 th 

come before the Lord in prayer, they ſhall bee g 
truly gricued and aſhamed for their iarring and 


full ouer themſclues, and farre more able to pre- 
vent the like occaſions for thetime tocome. The 
and-floud of yourbfull aftcQions will quickly bee 
dried vp,or conſume itſelfe : bur thoſe {weete and 
eds Grmaines of ſpirituall affe&ion, which the. 
joyning togerher in holy exerciſes ſhal haue diged 
"p en will alwaies yeeld forth a quier and 
conſtant treame of good-wil. Thoſe waues indeed 


falling our,rhat it will make them far more watch- 


of his or her owne ſinnes, and then the | 


| 


| 


make moſt noiſc,bur this ſpring doth beft ſeruice; 
that » and vehement ardor which ſometimes 
| ore matrriage,is more boyſterous and ſtir- 
| © 7 r——_ tthis moderate and ſober af. 
ſection, that is gotten by Rn rogether af-.' 
|ter,is ren times more . former without | 
the latter,wil neuer make ones life happy and pea- | 
ceable : but this withoutthat will dy ſuf- 
fice,toa moſt chearetull and contentfull liuing in 
marriage. Fond hee or ſhe may be that pray nor 
among themlelues, bur louing they cannot bee. 
Wherefore I pray you all thac arc or ſhall be mar- 
tied,co marke diligently this direQion,and nor to | 
faile in practiſing of it. What will ieprofir youto| 
heare good direQions from the mouthof Gods! 
Mmiſters ;f turne the backe, and doe not fol. 
bw them. 7 cntangs” Yor why ne Tat rn this, 
pomanins hauc _— coutemtull , 
2 
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cal vp6 the name of God together, peruſe his ſcrip- 
rures rogether,ſing a ſong of praiſe vnto him toge. 
. ther,8 ralk rogether ot his word and works. Loole| 
notall the time you ſpend alone,cither in worldly 
communicartion,or in vnquiet fault-finding, or in 
naturall merriment, or ſporting cach with other - 
bur be carefull that ſome good time may be redee-! 
med to thoſe holy duties, which as they are in all | 
other reſpe&s gametull,fo are doubtlefie worth all | 
thetimethar they ſhall ſpend, for this very fruit of| 
| tho growth of your loues which will follow from | 
them. And verily there is none that hath any ſpark 
of godly wifdome within him, but ſhall bee infor-' 
to confeſſe,ifhe conſult with himſelfe in good 
cameſt,thatthe true cauſe of the either errors or 
defects of loue _—— marrted,is the _—— com- 
ming together before the Lord,ro doe their ioynr' 
ow 4 evnto him. Either they loue inartoe 
carnally : and why is this * bur becauſe they are 
focarnall.that they pray bur little cach with other. | 
Bat if you would maintaine loue againſt all brea- 
| ches,and keepe it from all decayes,and make it al- 
waics ardent,alwaies freſh, alwaies huely, and al-| 
waies working : if yon would make it religious, | 
| holy and dy, fauoring of pietic and the divine 
nature;then remember, and follow this that hath | 
been told you : for ifholy duries knit not,and riuet 
not your hearts together, they will ſoone bce ſeue- 
red. Ifpictic to God do nor thus feede your loue,it, 
(hal be burfeceble,or camal,or both. But then 'may | 
ſome man or woman ſay; Alas how ſhall I doe,that | 
{ haue ſuch an husbid or wife,as neither can nor wil 
| Joync 


—- — 


Cun4e A Bride. buſh. al 00 | 
joyne with me.in the ſeruices of God, —_—— 
an enemy to ſuch duties,& roal that make any care 
| \ofperformingthE.To ſuch one I make this anſwer: | | 
Pray for that yoke-fellow, that will not pray with Any omay 

intreat God ſo much more often in halfe of that will not | 
thine husband or wife, by how much they are lefſe |\97rinproer, 
able or willing to entreat for themſelues : fo ſhall | ,,11he eo” 
God in goodneszurne their hearts to affect thee, ar |/or that yohe- 
aſtwiſe thy ſoule ſhall be warmed with heauenly |, roars __ 
lue to the:for it is impoſſible that any man or wo- | love them, 
man _ chuſe bur loue that much & ear. 

r whom much & earneſtly. And 
hs is very Pang at few rome” be- 
lecue it,that to loue ones yoke-fellow ſpiritually & 
feruently, though one be not ſo beloued againe, is 
amuch more content to the ſoule, and comfortto 
thelife,thi to be beloued of the,withourſo louing, bo 
Now then all you wedded perſons that know the 
Lord and his feruice, bcarea part togerher in his 
ſeruices:fiveeren all the incumbrances of wedloek 
with this ſweet and pleaſant ſauce, which wil much 
allay the tartnes of them. Cauſe that you may nor 
'byany length of time be weary each of other 
'deing thus mutually profitable to the ſoules ca 
ofother,and by this excellent and ſoucraigne me- 
dicine,heale the wounds of ſuddendiſtempers and 
| ns, thatthey may not turne intothe incura- 
'ble ſores of ſerrled diſlikes. And if any-haue ſuch 
an husband or wife, as cannot or will notpartake 
in thefellowſhip of theſe duries,let them pray the 
ful for them, that will not pray with them, - 


ſhall they bee ſure to ſtore their. ſoules with thar 
H 3 ſpiri-| | 


pr IS 
— 


| 
1.Cor.7-13-34- 


1.Cor.10.33. 


Girimuall and macrimoniall affetion, whereof we 
have been all this while ſpeaking : bur now wewill 
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go forward,to ſhew you the good fruits that muſt; 
ariſe from this roote. 


Cuar. V. 
Shewing the firit effet? of loue-viz.. 
Pleaſingneſſe. 


He effects of this nuptiall loue _ 
three ; pl Tgunr wars 
helpctulneſſe, of which ler vs 
ſomewhat for hg rhacy —wi 
firſt,which mixe it ſelfe with all 

the reſt,as the tweetner and feaſoner ofthem, I call 


ens. 
neſt of the heart,co giue all content cach to! 

they may poſhbly doe it, without 
finning againſt God 


; Apoſtle tels vs,that the 
married man careth for the things of this life, how 
he may pleaſc his wife, and the wife alſo how ſhee 
her husband. This he mentioneth not 
as a matter in cither condemnable;bur praiſe-wor-' 
thy in both,and that whereof(in all w buſi-| 
neſſes)rhey ſhould be moſtregardfull : for though 
itbea matter of ſome difficulty, yer ir is of excee-' 
ding great fruite,and of abſolute neceſſiric to the | 

ng of thetamily. The le ellis vs,chat 
hedid in all things to pleaſc all : meaning (0 
farre as he could without ſinne, this dury is there- 


fore a generall dury towards all men, and ſhall it 


nor 
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0 ny rr berwixr them thar are, 
fonearely vnited.. Wherefore the husband muſt 
' doe or leaue vndone, what ſtands not moſt with 
bis owne mind, that hee may giue ſatisfaction to 
the different inclination ofhis wife : & ſo muſt the | 
wiſealſo for the husbands ſake,croſſe her owne de- 
GY In by ng gg 
company, in all other affaires, muſt 
Nw eee Rain 
fulfilling of deſires, as may bee withoutthe tranſ- 
blogs refoln Th begin 
duty | ICY nand 
aſiy, and the proceeding wi ue plcaſanter 
thanthe beginning : that, that will make italſo ca- 
heand &; the mutuall labouring for it 
onborh ſides : for if the wife would apply her ſelfe 
topleaſe herhusband, hee ſhould find itan cafic 
matter to pleaſe her. And if the husband would 
ſecke his wiues contentment, ſhee might with 
_ facilitic content him. CR to pleaſe, 
a willingneſle to bee And it cannot 
 bedifficult to ſatisfic one, = defircs as well to 
 giue,as to take ſatisfaQtion.But ſome married peo- 
ple may perhaps imagine, that their caſe admits 
[not of chis aduice, becauſe they haue yoke-fellowes 
bo froward,terchy,diuers,diſcontented.as indeede 
nothing will content them. To whom I anſwere, 
thatir isnot in any mans power to make a froward 
perſon rake things well, bur it is in their power to 
doetheir beſtto ſatisfic luch anone, and to ſtriue 
ys fo much the more painetully by how much 
— diſpoſition is more / aucrſc wo 


—y—— 


a 


t,that will make this} 
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God lookes that one ſhould not effe, but endea- 
uour the farisfaction of the yoketellow ; and if rhe 
one benot behind hand,in giving all iuſt cauſe of 
being pleaſed, the other beare the whole 
blame God of that peeuiſhnes and pertiſh- 
neſſe,, which would nor ſuffer him or her to bee 
pleaſed. Itwill be obieed here,thart itwillbeve. 
ry hard to continue ſtriving againſt the ſtreame, 
and fo indeed it will : but good dutics muſt nor 
bee omitted, becauſe they bee hard. No Maſter 
would be putof with ſuch an anſwere from his ſer- 
uants mouth ; Sirra, bring mee hither, or beare 
forth ſuch a thing (ſaith the Maſter). Sir,I cannot 
(anſweres the ſeruant). Why ſo(ſaith he againe)? 
It will make my ſhoulders ake, & put me to paines 
and fweare(replics the other). Laſineſſe would be 
accounted the cauſcof this anſwer and anger with 
correction would follow as the Dithcultic 
(ſhould fer a ſharper edge vpon induſtry, and not 


Lil 


make irduller and blunter. The ſcholler that hath | 


an hard leſſon,muſtſertle more hard to his booke, 
and not caſt it away in ſullenneſſe, and fay he can-| 
'notlearne it: ſo the husband that hath a peruerſe 
\wife, or wiſe that hath a peruerſc husband,muſt 


| Proms diligence to giue content to ſuch hul-| 


or witc,and not carcleſly caſt of all, with fay-. 


ing they bee ſo croſſe and dogged, that nothing | 
[ill pleaſe thenr: verily this is a painefull worke, 


bur withall it is a worke, Itcannot bethat 
there ſhould remaine fo great paſſionateneſſe in 
the breaſt ofany man or woman, bur that they will 


|vckeptinbeneroeemes;by a wits itiving vo cob- 
rent 


| 
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tentthem, than if no care atall be vſed that way. 
,—nare Sr ray erent 
iligent: for it the or wite wi ict, 
doe what the other yoke-tellow can, how much 
more if there bee no paines taken to make them 
quiet. Incourage thy lelfe in this tedious labour, 
with remembring,that if thou canſt nor pleaſe 
yoke-fellow,as thou defireſt(becauſe he or ſhe wi 
miſconſtrue thine ations, ard take them cuer in 


the worſt ſence), yer thou ſhalt nor faile to pleaſe 
God, who paſſing by thy failings, will cuer take 
them in the beſt part. Here thou muſt bee pur in 
mind of that worthy counſell, which Salomons 
grave counſellours,gaue to his young ſonne, now 
ly come to the crowne; It thou pleaſe this peo- 
ple,and ſpeake to their hearts, they will be thy ſer- 
for cucr. So ſay I to thee now, if thou ſpeake 
tothe heart of thine husband or wife, and ſecke to 


57 


hed. 


1. King. t 2.7. | 


him or her, by yeelding to them cuen in 
ng pohap rag ſomewhat vareaſonable: 
this (1 og —— e their bitterneſle in- 
wgentleneſſe, thei encſle into kindneſle, 
their rebclliouſneſle into ſubietion. Where. 
fore let all yoke-fellowes meditate thus with them- 
ſelues : I cannot pleaſe God,ifI ſtrivenot to =—_ 
my yoke-fellow. Hee loues not anhouſe full of 
brawles and chidings, diſcord driues him with 
his bleſſing out of dores:and there can be no peace 
where there is no ſtriving by mutuall pleafingnes, 
tonouriſh and ſertle peace. The harder this pro- 
ueth,the more commendable ir is in me, and the 


better the Lord will take it at mine hands,and the 
I 


more! 
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| more hce will reward irarthe laſk. Wherefore 1 


| willcrofſe mineowne defires, rather than mine. 
| busbands or my wiues, and ſo carry my ſelfe, that 
| they may receive contentment in all things, ifany 
| thing bur finne and wickednefle wil content them. 
Brethren,let thwarting and crofling cach other be 
farre from your houſes. To crofle ones felfe is a 
matter of greatpraiſe; tocroſle anorher, ſpecially 
one ſo neare,is a point of as great ——_— bee; 
ar 1 40 ge in the world leflc become 
married people, and bee more reprochfull vato 
them,than to intend the frerting,gaulingand vex- 
ingeach of other, I will do itt it be but to anger 
thee; isa { fo odious. in the mouth ofhuſ- 
| band or wite, that ſcarce any thing can. bemore. 
| The husband were almoſtas good to tell his wife, 
that he will be an whore-maſter, ſhee himalmoſt, 
tharſhewillbe an harlot. Doe the head and the 
bodyſtand againſt cach other in ſuch termes of 
defiance? Doe Chriſt and his Church riſe vp in 
armes againſt each other in this faſhion > Doubt- 


leſſe this thwarting humor that will doe anything 
forthe non(t/as we ſpeake)to anger the other, is in 
the family like the crampe in thebody,which puls: 
and rackes the {inewes,and'makes the body full of 
wrment. This kills all the comfortof ſocierie. Ir 
isthe moſt contrary toJoue of any thing; ithin- 
ders the going forward of allthritr, and of all du- 


tie. Enemy fcekes to crofle enemy ; purpoſed op- 
| poſitions are the trueſt demonſtrations ofharred ; 
| and forthoſero liue like cnemics inthe field, that 
arecompanions in one houſe or bed,what can bee 

thought 
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| 

thought more againſt reaſon and ainſt ſenſe > | 
| efore for Crt ler w—_— you beate' | 
+} {with that abſurd thought of angring his wife, ot | 
angring the husband; bur nextto the pleaſing of 
God,make it your maine bufineſle to pleaſe each | 
other. Indeed this caution nextro the pleaſing of 
God muſtneedsbe put in,for elſe itis a moſt fond ' | 
and wicked thing, to prouoke God by ſecking to. | 
'giue a creature content, If any thing but the | 
Freach of Gods Law will fatisfic thy yoke-fellow, | 
thoumuſt doe ir, bee it neuer fo troubleſome to 
thee, ſomuch againſtrhe haire,ſo oppoſiteto thine 
owne deſires,and contrary to thine owne will; for 
every one ofvs (ſaith Pax/) muſt pleaſe his neigh- romags.z. 
bour, much more his husband orwite in that 4 | 
sgood for edification. Bur ifthou canſt nor fulfill 
the deſires of a man, without the breaking of the | 
Lawof God,then conclude and ſay, that it is farre 
bener to offend a mortal creature, than the im-- 
mortall God : for as God muſt be loned aboue all, 
lomuſt hee bee pleaſed aboue all,and as the yoke- 
fellow muſt be loued next to Godfo muſt they al- | 
fobepleaſed next to him. Only my brethren conſi- 
der,that this point is delivered vnto yon amongſt | 
the duties that are mutuall. Moſt husbands looke | no 
forit oftheir wiues, they eſtcemenor themfclues ; _ 
bound ro doe it ro their wiucs : bur looke what wen ſbebim.! 
force obedience hath to tie the wife vntoir, the 
\ameharh loueto tie the husband. Doth nor che | 
bue of Chriſt make him careful to pleaſe his! 
} |Churchfor good > and dothnorPav/fay, thatthe |Rom15.1, 

ſkrong muſt Canon the infirmities ofthe weake,and | 


I 2 not 


rr 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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OE. [nor leaſe themſclues.Tobe the ſtronger,& to bee 
the 
| thisdutic : for it was a 
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jour, will not the husband from 
drake Kingtharbeard that aduice 
were ſubic&s,con- 

cernin itis ſaid; If 7 


leaſe them, they 
will ſerue, More obedience, and better ſhall 
husband procure to himſelfe by this plealingnes 
of behauiour, than by all the rigor in the world. | 
And fo much beeſpoken of the firſt effe of loue- | 
pleaſingneſſe : there are two more of ſpeciall vic 
which may not be omitted. 


from the wiſe old men,and 
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PEP sbandand wife muſt bee to each o. 
2 (2/8) [5% ther faithful and helpefull, theſe two 
a 2 muſt cuer be ioyned in practice,jand | 
hnkrwenlt al ſpeake ofthem| 
both + This was one princi- 
pall thing which the Lord did aime at, in making! 
the woman,and ioyning her vato her husband: for 
it 15 not good (faith hee) ſor an to bee atone, 1 will 
make him an helpe meete for him. And doubtleſſe the 
man was to giue helpe,as well as to receiue it, and 
todoe more good, by how much hee was indued 
with more ſtrength,and ſet in the higher place. S4- 
lomon alſonoteth this point in his deſcriprion of a 
good wiſc, ſaying,the __ of her hushand may iruit 
i her. A good wile you heare, muſt ——_ 


her 
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her husband,and muſt not he be rather more than 
leſſe truſty to her ? She will doe him good, and none e. 
will all the dayes of ber life, faith he againe.Sec what 
to-be the conſtant labour of a vertuous wo- 
m_—_——_ ber husband by her meanes might neuer 
xeceiue any cuill, but that ſhee may bee an inſtru- 
ment of poſſible good vnto him art all rimes. 
And without all queſtion the husband is bound to 
the like,or a greater care of doing good, and only 
good vnto his wife alſo: for the Lord did neuer yer 
'aduanceany creature to an higher place, but hee 
made it to giue more good to the things that 
were vnder it, than that which it receined from | 
them. Now this.helpefull fidelitie confiſteth in 
their mutuall care of abſtaining from,and preuen- 
ting(ſo much as may be) all ſuch things as u_ 
burt,gricuc,and ar fo. ge cach other ;and of 

ing themſelues,and procuring from others ro bec 
done,all ſuch rhings as may make for the comfort 
and benefit each of other ; then are they faithful- 


[un ena to other, when-they will neuer do 
ſuffer if (they can hinder)others wo 
doe any thing that may bee harmefull ro each o- 
ther: and when they be diligem to do themſclues, 
andcauſc others to do(fo farreas hes in their pow- 
er) wharſocucr may be good one to another. | 
| But this duty muſt be handled alittle more par- | Fatl/el belpe- 
ticular and largely, it muſt extend ir ſelfe ro the fp — 
oules, bodies, names and eſtatesofcach other. [be ſoute. 

Firſtto the ſoules, by prouoking each orherto all. 
godlineſſe and pictic,and holinefſe of living,as oc- 
cafion ſerueth. The husband muſtnor hinder, bur 
| I 3 further | 


I . 


——————— 


2. King, 4-9. 


1,Sam 1. 


wife alſo hath libertie ro exhort and ſtirre vp her 


husband to well doing,and to ileby intrca 
and faire meanes, So the nts Snacks _ 
{waded her husbangd we all goodenterraine- 


to giuc 
ment to the man of Elijba, tor which they 
were plentifully rewarded with the bleſſing of a 


ſonne in their old age, after in 
youth. The like Elboreh wb to his wiues, 
Hanna and Penizna: for he brought them vp with 
him alſo to the Tabernacle, though it were more 
than was ey required of women,to come vp 
'thirher to offer yearely. Their nearcneſle of focie- 
tic, giues them many and great occaſions of fwey- 
ing cach other many for it is hard ro deny 
any thing to ſo inward a triend. They muſt there- 
fore beware of becomming the diuels inſtruments 
to allure each other to finne : as Exab drew Adam 
rocate the forbidden fruit; and as /eſabel drew her | 
husband +46 to all idolatry,and cruelty againſt 


the Prophets; and as uAwanias drew 7410! 
loyne withhim in difſembling : for there cannot 
beagreater miſchicuouſneſle in the world, than 
ed vv ad hn ter inwardnefle and 
| power,w either in other, as it were 
|ro poylon each other with wicked aduice-, and 
|oaughtie ſolicitations: but they muſt bee ready 
with (peciall diligence, as they haue ſpeciallop- 
portunity tocon{ider one another,and ro p | 
vnto loue,and to good workes. If the wife perceiue 
the husband (lack in matters of religion,ormercy, 
| or the like,(hee muſt eucr bee commending; thele 


_ 
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| —————— 


| of theſe verrues, and the great reward 
* |thar God will giue to them» that pradtice them, 
and ſo ſweetly drawing him toa more frequent 
practice of them;alwaics remembringto be milde 
andgencle in her ſpeeches this way, as one that 

allure,and not inforce. The husband like- 
wiſe muſt with the moſt familiar and kind fpee- 
ches that may be,ſtirre vp his wines dulneſſe, it hee 
perceive ber dull ; and mind her of thoſe moriues| 
tharmay encourage, and quicken her in all well-| 
doing. O how fweere a fociery would this of man 
and wife be,if they could inchis manner be warch- | 
full of alb opporruniries, to turther cach others 


oy in godlineſle. Againe, becauſe. they 
conrinualt occaſion- of inward conuerſing 


each with othergtheretore they ſhall norchuſe bur 
diſcover ineach other diucrs corruptions and im- 
_ for there is-no-man liues withour his! 

and weakecnefſes. Now muſt nor rure 


ETIESS hinvire mind of the! 


canng ſecking to- 
ventand heale the faults of eachother. muſt 
not in heate vpbraide cach other withtheirfinnes, 
nor ſceke ty prouoke the corruptions, which: they 
findapr to be prouoked:: but rather they muſtgi 
allheedero curoff all ſuch occaſions, as-they tind' 
nexperience will giue aduantage roſuch 

tions of their yokes make them 
forth-ro their hurry and'they mult by- alt good 
| counlell ſceke to fortifie cach othersſoules _ 


—— mt 


theſe infirmiries into macter of 'and con-| 


63 
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diet,cemper & conſtitution of cach others ſoules, 


of themehicfly ſubic& and inclined vnto: and ha- 
/uing found them, they muſt diligently abſtaine| 


meanesto weaken and infeeble uch corruptions, | 
[and to ſtop their ouer-flowing, that they may not 


P 


till chey percciue whac infirmitics they bee either 


from all things that may provoke that cuill, and 
occaſions of making them ouer-ſhoot them. 
clues thercin: and further , muſt apply all 


roceede to any extremitie, it they haue begun to- 
offend in ſome degrees. Their acquaintance with 
the diſcaſes and diſtemperatures of each others in- 
* 44s v6 7 DIESER) 

ing, reproching, diſgraci other, by hit- 
Joie? other in the wt ſuch i x ry 
ons,but rather of helping and ſupporting each 0- 
ther,by flying from all ſuch words or ations, as 
would encrealeand incenſe ther,and taking vnto 
them ſuch geſtures and ſpeeches, as are firreſt to 
|heale and mitigate them. For example,ifthe huſ-| 
band perceiue his wite apt to be angry,and that 
ſuch and ſuch things willeafily put her out ofpati- | 
encc,he muſt pity nk dcentired] 
ftaine from ſuch things : ſo mult ſhee deale with ; 
him,and ſo muſt EIT to each 0. 
ther,in of all other trailties,as well as anger. 
Yeazifcither ofthembe giuen roany finne, | 
or proceed to any ſuch high degree of wickednes, 
as that their owne words alone(after all labour by 
kind, Chriſtian,and louing meanes todraw them 
outofic),willnot preuaile ro worke amendment: 


then 


— —_____ 
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ITY 
"= muſt they nor feate to ſeeke the helpe of ome 
wiſc pac Arey roy ny and | 
in thatcure,which 
renee re - Thus will they doe for 
each others bodies, ſend for a Phyſitian in a dan- 
gerous ſickneſſe,and craue the aduice of a Chirur. 
En nd,that their owne skil cannot cure, | 

Po mcxereytndl little fruit of fuch endeauors, 
burcharch yok-ellow prove Sar Tr 
nor ates w hearken to none adriſo. 
ogy muſt continue to waite and pray, 
marter to God, the onely Phyſi- 
aeſche le, who isable in que ſeaſon to re. 
all, muſt "know that they haue diſcharged 
[heir dury before God, and enioy the comfort of 
_ faichfull ro God and their yoke-fel. 
all the wane of ſucceſle. But thoſe men | 
women deſerue tro be condemned as'moft 
each ro other,and moſt vneruſty, that 
rome ſake, will quietly permit their | 
< Socpe inany nga ahnok Ler 
va acrcer them the Sabbath lefthem | 
or doe what cuillthey will. 

ws es (for feare of a ſtorme iſthey ſhould 
adwoniſh)can be content to filence in ſuch 
| = caſes. This is to betray one rtothe divell, 


and to giue eachother leane to goto hell without 
#0 9" ao ſuffer thine reopen”. 


iſclfe, for feare af enduring his 
__ me greys nr ory ghisangerathou 


thouler th wile EI 
ſhe ſhould chale and ſcold,becauſe thoutoo- | 


K keſt 
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beſt aw the knite from her? Doubtleſſe to ler 
ry He 


Do addons cn 
vageionoleſſe fnkull and bor 
then to giue way(for quierneſſe ml warurapar mil- 
|chicuing of cach others bodics. And they alſoare 
xo be blamed as very mbelpetul, yea,very miſchic- 
wous,that are | _- out the faults _ 
other with an malicious eye, to make 
chm worſe and not berter; that looke our the 
Gults of eachother, as enemies doe the weake pla- 
ces ofa Citie, to make them weaker z andas euill 
|Chiurgeons handle a ſore, ro make it ſorer, that 
re pon—_y pr _ 
t percel 
Dre gon hewkellwe ene rober chin an and 
h it, tO ues in making 
their ellowes. cric : woe vnto ach hnsbands ar 
wives ſorry helpe is it that they afford to thei 
marric companions, and miſerable he are | 
Godſkall oneday rechonwith em,for 
hauinf done fo little good, where he 
them rodoe all gaod; and fomuch hurt, he 
appointed them to doe none hurt at all. But ſo 
| much for thefaithful belpefulneſſe of men and wo- 
mawenboddeioda,n — _ and 
water vertues,and ropull v rootes of vices in; 
| eachorbereminds. oY | 
| They muſt further praQtiſe the ſame vertues to- 
wanddhebodicrcach oforher, by ſhunning of all 
things that may cauſe diſcaſes or ſickneſle each to 
1) + and ms ah 4 ag" 
co 


——— —— —— + ——— —_—_ 
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or recouering ofhealth, and preuenting or reme- 
\dying officknefle. Yeay they ut conferrecch 
other inthe dayes of Yorrow, that worldly ſorrow 
may not breede death. Thus Elknch cheared vp 
his wite Ha7n,,when ſhe was full of teares,faying, 
that hewas better to her than ten ſonnes:So when 
Manoah was troubled, ſaying, We ſhall ſurely die, 
becauſe we haue ſcene God - his wife did raiſe him vp, 
laying, Bee of comfort husband, the Lord would 
'neuerhaue told vs ſuch tidings, had hee purpoſed 
our death. The wife muſt be health to her huſ- 
band in his ſickneſſe, and he to her. She muſt ſup- 
port his weakenefſſe with her ftrength,and he hers: 
muſt moſt willingly deuoure all paines, and 
all coſtthat1s this way and re- 
ſite, for the eaſe and contenteach of orher. No 


hardly find a man fo careleſſe ofhis horſe, bur if he 
befalne in a dirch,he will helpe him out 3 and if he 
beficke, hee will ger ſome helpe for him. Shall a 
be worſe to his wife, than to his beaſt ? lether 
lieburdened with ſorrow, and ſptake noword of 
to her ? ler her lie pained with ſicknefle, 
grudge to allow her artrendance;fare,phyficke 
for her weakeneſſe > O miſerable and wretched 
| ineſſe ! Is this to be a ſaviour to his wiues 
a K 2 body ? 


— 


r.Sam. 1.8. 


ſudg.1 3.23.23 
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body 2 or what ſhall we ſay to thoſe wiues,that in 
their husbands ——— at the paine of 
watching,at the charge ot fier, candle, phyſick, or 
the like? Is itnor a ſhametull niggardize that poſ. 
fefleth the breaſts of ſuch womeu?doth ſhe cheriſh 
| her kusband in ſickneſſe, that cares not what aileth, 
bimf her ſclfe may reſt ar-caſe ?-It is as greata 
ſhame as may be,fora man to be mercileſſe.Miſc- 
ric ſhould mouc compaſſion towards a ſtranger, 
and make one pur himſelfe to. painesand coſt, for 
the relicfe of one whom he neuer ſaw before(as the 
parable ofthe good Samaritan ſhewes); therefore 
[ro neglect one ſo rflany wayes endeared, as an huf. 
band or wife, companion of life, partaker of all 
eſtatcs;this is a notorious hardheartedneſſe, and 
ſhonld coucr their faces with bluſhing and ſhame, 
that haue offended mn it.. Sickneſle and weakenes 
are things of themſclucsufficiently tedious, there 
{necedeth not the addition of the husbands ogwives 
vnkindneſle,dif-reſpeting, grudging,to make the 
burden heauicr. This is to addc aduerſiric to ad- 
uerſitic,and tolade one more, that is-already fin-| 
king vnder his loade, a moſt barbarous and cruell 
vnkindneſſe. When the body fainteth, to make 
thehearr faint alſo; when the limmes and ioynts 
are weake,to fill the ſoule with weakenefle,by grie- 
ing atthe niggardize andchurliſhneſſe(grieuous 
things,being practiſed from one ſo neare,and ow- 
ing tie quite contrary),this is verily murther inan 
high degree,like the kindnes of mento their d 
that when they bee ſicke, will knock them ont 
= 


: 


head and kill themour right, to rid them of 
pa 


-——Y 
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paine, Whereſore ler husband or wife a. 

void or mend this faulr,and — "a 
" /nour towards their yoke-fellowes , en 
times of weakeneſle, gricfs and obey 
the wiſe is great, and tall of anguiſh with the la-| 
bourol breeding and bearing : whenſhe is in tra 
uaile,or lierth in (as they refme it), and begins ro 
| recouer the ſtrength,thar paines in trauaile had di- 


minithed; then comfort her with louing fpecches 
[then cheare her withaffable countenances (that is 
atime when luſt ſhould be laid tofleepe,and pure 
_ be moſt wakeful and n—_— then ſce 


ſhe want — r0,no good farc,no good | 
c 
- 


—_— 


that thow canſt helpe her vnto. This is to, 
elpctull co her body. "owhen thine —_—_— = 
is ſicke and feeble, when he vpon h 
bed ofpaine and weakeneſle, when his bones ae, 
when his eyes refuſe (leepe, when all things are di- 
ſtaſtefull ro him, andall places wearifome, hen | 
ſtay bin vp with comfortable ſpeeches,then reuiue | 
himwith diligentattendance; doe all thou canſt, | 
and ſpend all thoutanſt to- the recouering of his 
ſirength,or caſing of his torment : ler thy loue 
and care be his phyſicke, and thy ſelfe his Phyſiti- 
anand let the comfort of thine helpefull carriage 
content his ſoule ſo,that his body may more eaſi- 
lybe ſtrengthened : rhisis to bee a good wite to 
inchusbands body, and to cheriſh him in (ick- 
neſle,as thy promiſe bindes thee. 


others namnes,and that in a double 
&whar concerneth the - pp oy ws 


K 3 


== the —_ ,man & wife muſt be fairthfully| ; Thenane. 


& A 


tom 1tine 4 


Prou.x.19. 


md wiſe Firſt then, euery married 
mul be anyes, heirhexraagoo 


'In ceuth Salomas doch commend the errors of love 


 takealſo with this lou 
| and Wife to haue ſomewhat an ouer-good opinion 
\ofexchorher,forhimeo thinke her,noconly more 


| 


A Bride-buſh. Cuar.s, 
> |borhberwixehemlelucs,ndalſoamongſt ocers, 


rom a. Pore each of 

ear \ammry as may ary ba Aud withreuth) 

that thfall, honeſt, crafty Jouing, 

nd cuctwaygoodycke los Thehusband' 

muſt thinke well of hi&wite, ſhe of her husband, 
further than thea euidence of ill 

,ſhall cucn inforce themto the contrarie. 


| 


thisw 
I 


the husband to erre in the loue of: 
ſhall not be blamed, ifſhe miſ- 


ing miſtaking). Fedarmn 


' comely, handſome, beaurifull ; buralſo more lo-! 
\uing more durifull, more ſubmiſſiue, more truſtie, 


panes Shrek 
| than it may behe is indeed 
| with thar 


, and more true to her, 


== nary 


—_ isathing fo farre 
rather commenda- 
or man and wife tobe made ſo murtual- 

ly bln el each of other,as notto bee 
le to ſee ſome things that are amiſſe each in 0-) 
ther,and to ſee thin ings rarcom forder make 
tlea proportion Ye Mm” >" 


__—— 


% 
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them two, is doubtleſſe a praiſe. 
Loue is cuermore apt to make a thing ber- 
_—_ thing lefle bad in to whom 4t is 
loue willnoreaſfily belceue the perſon lo. 

doin able It muſt haue moſt neceſlarie 
of conuiCtion, afore it can paſlc a ſcr;- 
tence of condemnation. Itwill mollific and miti- 
things,it will helpe them with a moſt fauou- 
rable conſtruRion z it will not admir of any wrelt- 
ing, peruerting, or forccd aggrauations, neither 


ti 


blindnes. 


—_——_ 


an brooke abizrer kind ofaxcularion: it 
the beſt, and beleeues the beſt, and will not cafily 
pueway wo a lconce. Yo You muſt make your 


proofes exceeding ſtrong, ou bring a 
emeor auger ef 7 pe - pi 
conietures, probabilities, and ru 
mcertaine may-bees will nor ſerue the turne to! 
1 0 renders _ 
an harlor a murderer, or a ilric 
crime. For ſcein | lene dock ade 
moſt eameſtly to defer that the lo- 
ued may be no ſuch manner of pe ron; reit 
willftop vp the heart againſt an ouer-credulous 
and forward intertainement of any ſuch fancy : vn- 
ill the matter be fo ſtrongly and vndeniably ivuſti- 
fied, that wiſdome and reaſon will not ſuffer the | 
indgementto ſtand indeniall any longer. Doubt- 
efleman and wife ſhould loue cach or er, as well 
rom} urn 37 y child; and therefore they 
be as plentifull in this effe@ofloue. They 
EE backward ge por rp vp, Or in- 


thought, of cach being 
guiltic 


(ori 
| 


Pe en EE 


TT 
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men in vnchaſte manner, vnleſle the matter bee 
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ilty of faule; they ſhould be hard of 

ares oy of any ſuch matter; they 
ſhould inthis on pwr © giueno credit to 
bare conceits and vngrounded, vnwarranted fur- 
miſes : they ſhould by no meanes ſuffer their hearts 
to-grow miſtruſifull of cach others honeſty far bo- 
dy and fideliric to the eſtate of each other. She 
muſt ncuer thinke, that he doth affe other wo- 


more then manifeſt. She muſt neuer imagine,that 
he doth waſte, For and er eſtate, 
vnleſle the faulr be y &notorioully plaine 
Carer emacs 
denying of it. He muſt neuer perſwade hi 
that ſhe isvncleane, light, wanton, and ro 


:or that ſhe is theeuiſh,and 
and robs him,and from him, and dimi- 
niſherh his eſtate vnleſſe that he can 


make good theſe matters, with ſuch brightneſſe, 
and ckateneſle of proofe,as will not admit of any 
por ira ere Form light bolt, 
, » KIPICIO | 

po 55 mts. try ag fare! 


abſent,fromthe ſocietie of matrimony. For if once' 


|irfall our, that their ſoules be infeed wil ſuch! 
| miſtaken conceit cach of other; love will goe ot. 
arthe ſame dare that ſuſpicion comes in at, and | 
| they (hall ccaſe to bee deare cach to other, when 
hey bags to thinke cach other e. Lighe| 

idle icaloufic berwixt husband and wife, doth 
proue them to be farxe from louing eachother, If 
| anno, for that anger and ——_— 

-W 
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which ariſeth from thecerrainely-knowne offence 
| ofthe party loued; it muſt not be denied, — 
ee eucnofloue : : for the more tenderly 
doth louehis wife, or ſhe him, the 7 atiently 
lcenchey becoke the loſeofeach ocherraeRions 
'bur let icalouſie be taken for tha, uri commes 
phraſe of ſpeaking it is taken for zand then ir is an 
effect of any thing, rather than i He or ſhe, 
thathath a icalous head(anhead I meane fo apt to 
\miſconceive and fuſpe&, that the husband cannot 
ſeehis wife looke on another man, or talke with 
him,or ſhew any due and common curreſies, but 
immediately he concludes,that ſhe doth vnchaſt 
at him, and that they cither haue been,or wi 
be (s they call it) naught together; and the witc 
the other ſide, cannot ſee any lawfull and 
blameleſſe familiarity,and kindneſle paſſe berwixt 
ber husband and another woman, bur preſently 
(he reſolues, that they meane whoredome,and that| 
erm. OT that haue ſuch 
truly louing hearts. They 
me utdlaney _ 'beefond they might 
have a vaine you licentious appetite to 
other,bur an holy and vertuous, irituall af- 
, they never had, nor can wn 1 haue, it; 
giue way to the ranging and vncontrouled 
il theſe cuill ſurmiles.. And therefore 
all the icall make-bates that be,and of all 
thoſe things which are apr to ſet quarrels berwixr 
the married couple, and to ſow variance and dif 
cord, where ſhou ſhould be moſtamityand good agree: 


znothing in che world is more peſtilently 
L ua | 


73 


A Bride-buſh. Cu av.6, 
fe&uall to theſe bad effeQts than iealouſie. Hauing 
leauenedthe heart, it makes the ſpeeches .ſharpe 
and rart,the countenance ſower and lowring, and 
the whole — _ _— No 

words,no ockes,no good geſtures,no 
41mm proceede out of a icalous man 
or womans heart : but = CO o 
quarrelling, reuiling, aging, and all bitrerneſle, 
of theſe this bad humour of icaloufic is moſt a-/ 
bundantly ferrill and broody. Ir isverily like to a 
© 099m if ſhee haueno chickens, will ſir 
vpen the bare neſt, and make as great aclucking 
when tic hath neuer a chicken or an egge,as it ſhe 
had'anumber: fo icalouſic will make a man ſucke 
miſchieuous things out of his owne fingers ends, 
and takeon as much, and vex himſclfe, and blame 
his yoke-fellow as much, where no faulthath de- 


matrimony for if it doe,no good herbe will (: 
OW Faris a 
and ſuffer no praiſe.worthy thing to flouriſh. And 
therefore ler all that have knit themſclues together 
with this couenant, loath and deteſt any motion | 
or fancy that may ariſe with in them of any vncha- 
ſtiti vnfaithfulneſſe, any euill meaning or 
lewdnefſe of their yoke-fellowes; lertheir hearrs(L 
ſay)riſe againſt theſe motions thar ariſe in them, 
and lertthem diſdaineto be ſo baſe and ill-natured, | 
as to giue the leaſt credit vnto them, vnleſle that | 
the proofes bee ſo more than manifeſt and treeple 
\** 2 Pi conſtruftion can ſalue them, 

nor 


_—_—_— 
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them : let them ct, and hard-' 
firained,and much-forced conieCturesor imagina- | 
tions, to build the reproch of themſclues and of 
their yoke-fellowes. Away with this make-bate 
icalouſic, this quarreller ſuſpition,this breeder of 
braules,this mother and nurce of contention, this 
ſecret vnder-miner on loue, of —_— huſ- 
ood iuery, and ings that 
wry duble toan houſhold. A ak 
ir(Iay) outof thine heart, baniſh it andchaſc it 
farre off from thy breaſt, from thine houſe. Ir is 
better to receiue ten darke and concealed wrongs 
ichour ſuſpeing, than to ſuſpeR one withour 
ing receiued it. Aptneſle to ſuſpedt another, 
from the euill roote of a bad nature,where- 

= 

w 


is apt to offend himſelfe. Wherefore as 

ſtand for the good name of thy 
yoke-fellow,againſt the barking tongue ofaflaun. | 
derer; ſo ſtand for it againſt the ſlandrous dreames 
ofthineowne heart, and take heed of belecuing| 
thine owne fancies,morethan others reports,with. 
out moſt pregnant proofes, And it any wicked 
rſon, maker of dwuiſion betwixt the head and 
body avll luffer his lips to be (o ill imployed.as to 
e Satans bellowes to blow theſe coales be. 


twixt you, by telling thee this and that, by darke 


ſpeeches,by fainings, by peruerting,by ſtretching 
Om the tenter 0 ane rye 
and caſting them the blacke and ill-fauoured 


| lon,reie&t his words with deteſtation,flic his locic- 


colour of mikconſtructions; hate thou ſucha per. 
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tie as a toad,and lernot thine cares and heart bee | 
defiled,with giving gentle audience to ſo baſe a 
whiſperer and arer. In oneword, Woul.| 
deſt thou loue or be loued > wouldeſt thou yeeld 
or recciue comfort? wouldeſt thou liue otherwiſe | 
in marriage, than as in a priſon or a dungeon? | 
[ouldet hon giue or haue any quiet or content? 
ſtrengthen I = a firme w A 
and inconquerable conceit of thy yoke-fel. 
low, and rather _ thing than x2 anay vn- 
lefſe thou mult either pur our thine eyes,or be jca- 
lous. And thus muſt the married preſerve their 
credits at home in the breaſt of cach other, where 
' they ſhould moſt of all defireto be in credit. 
Man and wife | Now they muſt berender alſo of their good re-/ 
maſt be <bw7of | purationsabroad, and beware of caſting mire in 
cor onn1e9” |the faces cachof other. And this muruall ſaving 
ad 1othatexd, of rhe credits cach of other, requirerh two things : 
_ _ —_ Firſt,that doe labour to conceale the weake. | 
mul a me3 be, | neſſes each of other, from all others, ſo muchas is | 
|poſſhible. The husband muſt doe his beſt endea- 
uour,that none may know of his wiues faults bur: 
God and himſelfe, neither muſt he bewilling to | 
lay them open any where, but to the care of hea-| 
\uen,where he may craue pardon of them z and the 
| woman mult doe her belt, ro keepe her husbands 
|cuils from the knowledge of all the world. All; 
 peaching and blabbing,and loud accuſing muſt be 
| \farre andfarre remoued from them that are inward 
{in ſuchadegree, ar.d haue ſoneare intereſt each | 
vatoother. They muſt account their credits, as 
wellas their bodies,tobe ina manner all one. He 
mult | 
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muſt conceiue,that her diſgrace cannot be ſepara- 
ted from him,it it become publike ; and ſhe, that 
isreproch if it come abroad, muſt needs returne 
home againe to her. In this ſenſe loue muſt couer 
amultitude of faults. And the contrary offence, 
namely, the publiſhing of cach others finnes and 
imperteftions, 15 a monſtrous treacherie, and a 
thing than which nothing can worſe become 
them in the iudgementof the wiſe. To heare an 
husband large in declaiming againſt his wife, 2nd 
artificiall in aggrauating her ſinnes, as if he rooke 
ight in nothing fo much, as in branding her 
with the blacke marke of infamy.js a reſti- 
mony of fo much hatred, where there ſhould bee 
moſt loue,and of fo bitter vnkindnefle, where na- 
ture it ſelfe requireth moſt tender kindneſle, that 
no ſpeeches almoſt can ſound more harſh in the 
eares of wiſe men. So againe for the woman to | 
de clattering amongſt her goſſips, what a wicked 
and fooliſh husband ſhe hath mer withall, and to 
'de ſtill making proclamation of his faults,as if ſhe 
feared nothing,bur that they ſhould not be known 
topeople enow, is a moſt irkefome and haretull 
folly and vntruſtineſſe. They be ill birds that de- 
file their owne neſts ; and mad folkes that vncouer 
\eachothers nakedneſſe, and fling dung in the faces 
ach of other. To backbite an enemy isa finne, 
/how much more to backbire ones owne yoke-fel- 
ow? The Lord was no whir pleaſed with Adams 
(caſting of his fault vpon his wife, and laying the | 
blame vpon her,to free himſelfe of it ; whoſe Bales 


car one couer, ifnot his wiues, that is to fay, his | 
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owne? or who can be free from reproch, if one {© 
neare him as a wife, doe ſecke to deface his | 
name ? Ir is almoſt impoſſible, but thata man and 
|wife ſhall ſooner or later diſcouer their paſſions 
and weakeneſſes each to other,ſceing they haue ſo 
continuall and frequent conuerſation each with o. 
ther; and for them to be peaching,blabbing, and 
laying the tell-tales cach againſt other, what 
bou doth nor loath to thinke of it? Vnwiſe man 
[orwoman , will thy husband or wife be the berter 
for thy lauiſh reporting of their faults? will thy 
rwatling of their vices mend them? 1t not (as itis 
ſure it will not) ; why doſt thou diſgrace thy ſelfe, 
in ſecking todiſgrace thy yoke-tellow > why doſt | 
TIES 
b indiſcretion,in publiſhi iltics 0 
dnehateadendulfejendmateevifmmn) 


take thee for a te, clamorous, Open-mou-. 
'thed and laui d backbiter, by telling a-| 
broad,whart things findeſt amid at home. 


|Canſtnotthou learne more filence and ſecrecy of 
thy filly dogs ? though he barke at others, hee will 
jak (<0 -hnrnS n . and though a ſtran-, 
gers comming makes him immediately, yer 
Ip is oak thoſe of the family. That 
man and woman are worſe natured than the poore | 
curres,thateate the crummes of their table, which 
muſt needs be bawling and barking each againſt | 
other. Wherefore if any haue giuen lcaue __ 
ſelues to be ſo ſinfully ralkatiue heretofore,now let | 
very ſhame cauſe them to lay their hands vpon| 
2008 mouthes,that they may not more and more 

CUTE | 


Cana P.b. AM Bride.buſh. RE 


ncurre the name of fooles,by making their roungs 
wo abroad tolly. Hide,hide cach orhers na- 
and make not your felues the common 


laughing ſtocks,by being the authors to others, of 


filling the cares 0 So men with the noiſe of your 
one did race. I deny nor, but that the regard of 
the lotions ſoule, may make cither of them 
feeke a counſellour and admoniſher for the other, 
(as I aid before): bur it is one thing roaequainr 
with the fault of ones husband or wife ſome one 
fiend (and more than one in this caſe would nor 
calily be truſted) ,and that in ſecret; another thing 
to ſpurter itabroade in all meetings, and throw ir 
open before any company. Sucha friend will fo 
ſecke to heale the ſoule,as that he may not wound 
the credit; and will render as well the name.as the 
cnlcienc of his _— bur the greater number 
to deface the credit, without regardin 

A of the ſoule : fo the | ene. 
eanorhur: atall.che lattercan doenog ute 

a man would be willing to db = 
[a _ and to haue *Chirirgion te 

which yer would be loath ro have it 

rceres place,and ſhewed to all his > 5 wy 
Wherefore to vtter to one priuately for his ſoules 
health ſake,the finne or finnes of the yoke-fellow, 
\may proceede from louc, becauſe it rendeth to 
| t to calc ones ftomack againſt him or her, 
| forth their faults (as it were) in the 
middeſt of the ſtreere,is to be as rotrenneſle in the 
very bones. Know therefore,and practiſe this du- 
ty,O husbands and wiues , ſpitnor each in others 


| | 
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ſecrets, 


1.Maft heepe And beſides this, you yoke-fellowes muſt for 


' each others 
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| faces diſcloſe not each others faults, but 
hide,buric and couer them ſo much, as truth and 
equirie will brooke. 


| each others(both credit and)comforts ſake, 
the ſecrets each of other faithfully. There y_ 
out an occaſion for a man to acquainthis wife with 
ſome ſuch thing, as it much concerneth him to 
hauc kept cloſe from others,and the woman 
likewiſe hauecauſe of thus opening her ſelfe ro her 
 husband: in ſuch caſes, they muſt vie all ſecrecie, 
by holding in to themaſelues thoſe things, which 
| they haue thus intruſted rocach others ſafe cuſto. 
dic. Bur if in ſuchcaſes they vnſcaſonably 
the wife find,that her husbands calka- 
| tiueneſle hath delivered that to the publike view, 
| which ſhce would hauc had reſcrued to his owne 
onely knowledge; or he find, that his wiucs twat- 
ling humour,hath vented that ro many,which he 
deifred ſhould dwell with her ſelfe alone, this will 
breede betwixt them ſuch a iarre,ſuch an eſtrange- 
ment,ſuch a diſtruſt cach ofother,as it will -_ 
an caſie labour to remoue. What a did 
| Sampſon fall into,when he found that his wife had 
'reucaled his riddle? and that his companions bad 
; gone beyond him, not by the inuention of thei 
| owne wits,but by plowing with his heifer? Ir did 
well cnough become Daliah, to play ſuch atrea-/ 
cherouspranke, neither could a man well expe! 
berter from an harlot : but for a wife to carry her 
ſelfe fo like a ſtrumper, who would haue looked 
> iryjer wager] 291A it? Thus it what they! 
ſhall| 
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ſhall imparr each ro other alone (to mlade their 
gricucd ſoules, or ro ſecke counſellor tofatisfie 
unportunitic)be reucaled; firſt,to one,and by that | 
one to another,and by that ſecond to a third, and | 
ſo forward,till laſtly the whole rowne be talking of 
it; what peace can they haue ? what concord? how | 
can it be auoided,bur that ſuch vntruſty deeds will | 
bring forth great difſention and diſcontenement ? 
for how ſhould that perſon bee truſted with any 
thing,who cannor keepe counſell > Wherefore ler 
husbands and wiucs frame themſclucs, to become 


good ſecretaries each to other. If hee lay vp any 
thing in her breaſt, like a treaſure vnder the locke 
wkeyoflecrey Je him find it fafe there, as in a 
cheaſt which cannot bee opened with any picke- 


| 


. If ſhee commira ing eo his ſafe keeping, 
with deſire that it may nor eſcape abroad,ler it be 
Gafcimpriſoned in his boſome, and hauenoleauc | 
towalke forth vponany occation. Otherwiſe no 
mancan chuſe but be ſtrange towards ſuch an one, 
whom experience hath conuinced to bee full of 
chinkes and blabbing. And it is a moſt infallible | 
truth,that there is no quiet and comfortable li-/ 
uing in marriage,where the practice of truſtineſſe 
and concealement is away. So you haue heard 
what care the marricd people mult haue of cach 
others good names, ; 
The laſt part of fairhfulneſſe to themſclues, is 3 ys 
that which concerneth their goods or eſtates, a4 b{jeſu2 to 
wherein they are bound to bee mutually helpeſull x% ohorgore 
by all good meanes. And to this purpoſe it is rej" _ | 
quiſite : Firſt,thar they doe practiſe a community | 
M in; 
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{The prafliceef | in their eſtates. Next, that they pratiſe good huf. 
communi bandry. For the firſt ; berwixt man and wite, all 
SIA things ought to be common,goods as well as per- 
ſons : forif they may not. make adiuiſion in the | 
greater (I meane their bodies, ſhall it nor bee a) 
abſurdity to make itin the lefler (I meane 
ir wealth) > They maſt haue one houſe, and one 
ce; they are but one, and theireſtate muſt bee 
nn Leo oitaband bs 
the head and chicte di : bur withoutall que- 
ſtion,ſhe that hath a part in himſelfe,cannor want 
rightvntothat which is his for honeſt purpoſes ;| 
how can any man with good conſcierce 
that part of his publike and ſolemne couenant, 
wherin he endowed her with al his worldly goods? 
Ifhe be honourable, ſhe receiveth honour from 
him ; if worſhi e partaketh in his worſhip; 


in an dignitic,ſhe hath a porti ich 
is ceniden of thoſe words in their coucnant, 
wherein he ſaith (with my body 1 thee p)awher- 


[md 4 muſt —_ be weal- 
thic in his wealthzand how can that be,if their pur- 
ces be not common. YVherefore the ſtate of man 
and wife ſhould not ſtand in ſuch rermes of diffe- 
| rence, thathec hauc one cheſt and one ſtocke by 
| himſclfe,ſhe another by her ſelfe;bur they muſt ger 
in common,and faue in common, and vic in com- 
linen, and Cock have, and back doo whereidhie 
| + 7 rms 77 7 ws wa 
not as fai partners cach wi ' 
—y 6 yurencerTEs proſperitic, when her 
proſpers in it; and he ſhall be glad of her thriuing 


_ 


| 


es. _ 
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body, ro bee borh imp one thing. | 
har ir may be berrer and more eaftly performer? | 


ſucceſſe. Theſe priuate purces doe ſo diſ-ioyne the 
affetions of man and wie, thar at lengrh they lit 
tle lefſe than marre all. They can ſcarce thinke 
themſelues fo neare and deare each to other, as 
oqteech when the « ric ine ef mrcimonie| 
requireth, accuſtomed (© to n 
pmekek ods Wherdor erallthertharin- 
to line ,perſwade themfelues ro em- 
beice thishappy communirie in the ſubſtance of | 
(this preſent world; and let rhem know,that Godin | 
commanding the husband to cheriſh his wife as | 
kisowne fleth,and in commanding thusbands, fo 
to Joue their owne wiucs as their owne bodies, 
doth euidently enioyne them rhis dury. 
[ IERY thus ——_ eſtares, let hen |Thepulit ef 
the hd, and the br 
hefetke? if. ianband and wife rn LOA 
[poineto godlinelt and honeſty, is good husban. | irdy,/ore- 
and good hufwiucry,and this good husbandry | ** 
ftanderh in three things ; labour, chrift, forecaſt. 
Painefulneſſe in geting, difcrerionin fauing,pro-| 
vidence in fore-ſeeing ; theſe three doe make vp! 
9a Cary oft maning ormach iorntin 
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hd if arty 6ftheſebe wariting,fo much is wanti 
the werfuion of it, and fomuck ſtllber 
M 2 


wan- 
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wanting from their corafort and proſperitie. Firſt | 
then they muſt both "mploy lucs in fuch| 
honeſt courſes of getting and maintaining them- | 
ſelucs, as God ſhall call them varo. How abun- 
Pro 31.1911. | dantly hath Saloon magnified his Matrone this 
2 ©—— way ? She is like a ſhip of Merchants: ſheconſi- 
ders a field,and buyes it: ſhe makes girdles for the | 
Merchants, and clothing for the houſhold : ſhe 
ets wooll and flaxe : ſhee layes her hand to the 
Pindle : and(wa word) ſhe cates not the bread of | 
idlenefle ; and knowes how to doe any thing, ra-/ 
ther than ro doe nothing. Now no man can ima- | 
gine,but that an husband ſhould at leaſt equall his 
wife(or rather exccede her) in paines and induſtri-) 
| oulaeſle; and therefore Salomon hath many times 
in his Prouerbs,commended the diligent hand for | 
the mans part.Soneither muſt he liue like a drone | 
himſclte, and make a drudge of herzneither mult 
ſhe giue her ſelfc to caſe and laſineſſe, and caſt all 
the r vpon him; but both muſt apply them- | 
ſelues rotheir vocationspainefully, and both bee 
ready to diſpatch thoſe buſineſles,for which them- 
{clues and familics muſt tare the better. He with- 
out doores,ſhe within; he abxaad,ſheathome; he 
in ſuch ehings.as befit his ſex, ſhe(in thoſe that be-: 
leeme hers) mult bee content ro ynite their paipes 
for their profir,and to yndergoe the labour of get- 
ting their living in the ſweat of their browes, and 
of cating the rof their hands. Neither muſt | 
be an id ; a doe-naught, a loyrerer, neither | 
mult be.likealameor gouric leg, thathathall the | 
attendance,and performeth no teruice for it new 
| ey 
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they mult be partners in paines raking,as two oxen 
that draw in one yoke. And whart they have paine- 
fully gotten, they muſt likewiſe thriftily ſaue from 


needleſſe expences , and ſuperfluous coſtlineſſe. 


They muſtnor pinch from mercy and iuſtice, but 
\with-hold from prodigalitic and lauifhnefſe, In 
the houſe of the wiſe is creaſure and oyle (faith Sa- 
men): but he is a foole thatconſumerh it vp. $4 


ſme cells vs for the wite, that the hcart of her 
husband may truſt in her, hee will dochim | 
andnot hure. He may be fure(hemeanes)that ſhe | 
will not conſume _ ge 9 (fo'thar hee 
ſhouldnecd ipoyles ro make vp the ruines of his 
elarc whuch co im ): bur tharwhere- 


ſocuer he-is lent, ſhe will carefully 
looketothe thin left! for ſhee knowes | 
Noun, that in Ebiariches ſhe is rich, and poore 
\n{is povertic. And doubrleſſe if the wite muſt 
'be Gung,che busband mult follow the thme- 
trade vf thriving ; for if ſhce bee a fooliſh woman 
that pulls downe her houſc with her owne hands, 
_—_ rs (paltha! ar thatdoth ſo -o> fweed 
woth,and a bnuh ick-purſes, muſt 
baniſh theſe our oftheir hes! as they would do; 
apicking falle ſcruane. He muſt not lauiſh ir out 
in gamiog, riot and belly.cheare abroad, leauing | 
his wike to-hard meate a neither muſt ſhe 
T———_ her rwarling goſſips, and con-| 
lune hum by rioting behind his backe : neither | 
ms oh ioyne in. ſinfull and necdlefle ex- 
| t rather both 10 _ npeaitiigtboſe 
errues,by which both (hall tad comfort uv their 
| M 3 eſtarcs 


8 


——— —_— TT ———_— —— —_ ———— 


$5 A Bride-buſh. Cuar.6. 


eſtates, and praiſe with God and with the world, 
The idle vathrifry wife, isa theefe to her husband, 
the lafic and waſtfull husband is a theefe to his 
wifc,they ſhould be as well aſhamed to rob them- 
ſelucs.as to fteale from theirnei ,towhom 
they owe lefie dutic. Thirdly,they muſt both be 
prouidentand forefighttull, laying their heads to- 
ether,to conſider what good things are requiſite 
their eſtates, thatthey may procure the ſame, 
and whathurttull things would -come vpon them, 
that they may preuent the ſame. Forecaſt (the 
Prouerbtruly tells vs)is as good as labour, and the 
worke ofthe head no lefle anaileable to proſperity, 
than the worke of the hands. The Piſmire muſt 
be their (chole-maſter, of whs they muſticatne"in 
Summer,gto lay for winter,and to ger things ne- 
ceſlary inthe fit thereof. Salomon prayſeth 
the good wife, for that her family nerd norteare 
the cold of winter, as hauing befare hand double 
clothing madeready for them. Thewoman muſt! 
bee allowed a place in this dutie of foreſight: hee! 
mult acquaint her with. the going backward or 
forward of his eftate, that ſhe may be glad in his, 
Luv wn, and that the ſudden comming of a' 
| maynotcruſh and ouer-whelme her. Two 
eyes ſee more than one, and rwo-hands diſpatch 
| more buſineſſe than one ;| fhe is hishelper, and he: 
| muſt notrefuſe her heipe in this caſe:for it ſeldome 
falleth out,but chat a man roo much reſerued from 
his wife,doth plunge himſelfe and her into diuers 

vnneceſlary croſſes. Thus doing, they ſhall 

| |coreſulficiency ro their eflares, and their 


— li 


$55 


——_—_ 


Canary. A Bride-buſh. EIS | 


Gods bleſſing; (hall find abundance : but the idle 
wakkcrh a thorne-hedge, that will 

iy price hiaſee thevnchrifry an rowns 
ſon ſhall put his ſoot inco a ſnare that will intavgle 
him,and God himſelfe will caſt vpon them vexati-| 
on and forrow,and fill them full of croſſes and af. 
fictions,that will not putthemfelues to paines, to 
liueaccording to his ordinance,and they ſhall nor 
want matter of diſcomene(complaints and braw- 
lings), that ae negligent in theſe duties. ' Alone 
,ohe caution muſt nceds be ginenin this matter, | 
Fthat they be both moderate in theſe their | 

worldly affaires : for if they fall to carking and | 
nchi an cager affeting of riches, beauen 
and cannot keepe a family diſcaſed with this 
droplie, from many ſicke and troubleſome and 


f 
, 


deadly pangs. | 
Caar., VII. 

Shewing the duties of the married to | 

their families. | 


h married ts their | 


manand wite do ioyntly owe to cac = 
other, in regard of chearlakuee :there | 
') follow ſome that m_—_— practiſe, 

| in regard of their For a/ 
man and a woman that before were members of a- 
,nother fargily, doe therefore ioyne together mn) 
marriage,that they become the rootes of a new fa- 
'mily, and begerting children and training them, 
| VP} 


Gi 


1.7 mdintaine 
them. 


1.Tim.S$, 


< Bride-buſh. Canary, 


ether with ſcruants) according to their 

) crap ficre the world with people, and pro. 
uide plancs for the Church, owne vineyard 
|Wherefore they ſhall nothaue thorowly diſchar- 


ed their dutics,by the mutual! performance of all 
forementioned things vnto each other,vnleſſe 
they doe carefully regard their houſhold alſo, 
Herein indeed the husband muſt bee acknowledg, 
ed for the head,for the firſt and chicfe mover bur 
[the wifc is to take thenexrplace, and(as ſubordi- 
[nate to her husband)muſtbecome an helper anda 
furtherer. The things themſclues that I ſhall name 
belong rothem,as they be gouernours of an houle, 
'andſtandinrelation to children and ſcruants: but 
the ioyning together therein is that,thart muſt bee 
preſſed as a part of their marriage dutic. * 
Now this their family they muſt both main- 
tainc and gouerne,keepe and guide ir. Firſt, they 
muſt ioyne in making prouiſion of all neceſſarics 
for their children and ſcruants: He is worſe than 
an Infidell (faith the Apoſtle) that prouiderh nor 
\for his owne, and namely for them of his family. 
| wo muſtnor carry themſclues in ſuch fort,as in- 
'fidels would difdaine to doe. Bur this dutic is co- 
 incident,with that I ſpake before offairhfulneſſc in 
their cſtares: for by ioyning rheir hands and heads | 
| in labour,thrift and-prouidence, they ſhall cauſe! 
| 


that no good thing be wanting to their children, | 
jor to their ſeruants. And verily it isa great com- | 
;mendation to the gouernours,when their careful. 
[neſle doth faue all abourtthem, from wants and 
26cm they imitate the liuing God,the | 
Fa- | 


\ 
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Father of this great family the world, whodorh li. 
berally open his hand,and fills euery creature with 

ood things fir for it. Wherefore let thempraQtice 
hoſe directions which were before ſet downe,and | 
ſodoc two good things at once,cuen profit them. + 
ſelues and all char pertaine to them. 

Now a family muſt be gouerned as wel as main... *.Ruletbem, 
| tained(yca verily it cannot be maintained without | 
| ent), and how ſhould ir bee gouerned | 
| by them 2 Wherefore they muſt alſo be good | 
; rulers at home, and ioyne in guiding their people 
vnder God. The man muſt be taken for Gods | 
immediate officer in the houſe, and as it were che | 
King in the family; the woman muſtaccount her 
 elfehis ty, an officer ſubſtirutcd ro him,nor| 
{as equall, but as ſubordinate: and in this order 
| they nauſt —_— he,by theauthoritie deriued. 

vnto him from God immediately,(he,by authori- 
ty deriucd to her from her husband. | 

Now this their gouernment looketh to matters 1.7s mitters 
of God, and matters ofthe world. Their firſt care 74 
mult be,char the living God be truly worſhipped 
in their houſes,and that the knowledge and teare 
oſhimand of his Word, be planted in the hearts | 
oftheir children and ſeruants. To this end they | 
muſt reade the Scriptures, and call vpon the name: 
of God among({t them, and catechiſe them in the ' 
principles of crue religion, thatnone mder their 
roofe may be ignorant of the fundamentall truths | 
of godlineſſe, Br want of their care to inſtruct. 
them, Tothis end alſo (and that they being in- 
ſiruted may grow vp further) they muſt looke, | 
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that the Sabbath ofthe Lord be ſanQiified by their 


and muſt carefully and conſtantly brin 
Feet pe allembeantcxnme hem 
profiting thereby.So the maine 


e of all bod and Chin gozrnours houd 
bees may flourith in their houſes. 
hath God Siuen the name of Churches to Chri- 
tian families, but becauſe of thoſe boly ſeruices 


done in the family? whereby they are all 
ren ans even little wb bro 
rodwell in, Ifthis care be wanting, they ſhall alſo! 
| want Gods bleſſing on all other = cares, yea, | 
theirfami ſhall bee buranur hell afemi. 
of lirtlediuels, and houſho ir their 
hi dren and ſeruants remaining till children and 
fcruants of the diucll, beninld they pas 
meanes, by which they ſhould bee the chil 
dren and ſeruantsof God, Were irnor berrer in 
regard of themſelues to haue kepr no family, than | 
ſuch a family, whereof all the members bee very 
heires of the kingdome of death, and 
0 nothing, burto inherit damnation? And 
ſuch (wi the ne re no _ of 
grace) muſt their fami ——_ 
, wanting to the meanes barred purer 
fore in Scripture is more cuidently re- 
quired,than that fathers briog vp their children im 
nurture and information of the Lord, and that: 
they doe continually whert the Law of God vpon 
them,and be ralking of it tothe, whileſt they fir 
in their houſes. And leaſt we ſhould thinke that 
his care apperrained to the parentalone, and not 


bee 
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ynto the maſter alſo, Abraham is commended, 
for thathe would command his ſcruants tofeare 
the Lord, that it might goe well with him, and 
them both. And /oſh«« vndertaketh for himſelfe 
and family, that they will ferue God ; and when 
God ini the maſter to looke to his whole 
family,that they breake not the Sabbath,muſt nor 
the negatiue here as well as in other commande 
ments,include the affirmatiue ? and how ſhall hee 
looke,that they doe ſanctihe Gods Sabbath, if hee 
take not paines to bring them to the knowledge 
of God,and of his ſeruice? Wherefore let man and 
wife be principally helpetull ro cach other in this 
bulineſle. When the is preſent,let him 
reade and pray with his fami reachthem the 
feare of the Lord. Inhis abſence letthe wife doe 
theſe duties,or at leaſt,cake care to fee them done : 
and let them both prouide conuenient time and 
leaſure for the ſame, and cach quicken the (lack- 
neſſe of other,if either begin to grow flacke. See- 
6) — Gods ſeruants,let them 

that name,and be carctull ro doc him ſer- 
uice in their little common-wealth. How can they 
looke for proſperous ſucceſle in any thing, if the 
chicte homage due vnto the chicte Lord bee neg- 
lefted and vnperformed ? why ſhould hee bee ac- 
counted worſe than an infidell,who prouiderh not 
toodand clothing for his family ? and hee that lets 
their fouleFpo naked and ragged for want of thar, 
thatis food and clothing bot vntothem(I meane 
inſtruiog in tae things that pertaine to life and 
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therefore lerman and wife be eucrready to ſtirre 
vp themſeluesour of that ſloth and negligence, 
| which will be cuerready to ſcaze vpon them : For | 
wearenaturallyapt todeale niggardly with God, 
and to pinch him(as it were) in all ſeruices, doing 
nothing but what we find our ſelues bound m very 
\neceſſitie to doe: we ought rather roimitare his, 
liberalitic to vs,and bee ſure ro doe him as much | 
| ſeruice as wee can,and redeeme as much time as | 
| wecan todochim ſeruice: for it is a ſhame ro bee 
neare and hard towards him in martrers of religi- 
on,that is bounrifull rowards vs in all bleſſings. 
Would you haue then godly children,and godly 
ſervants? and would you haue Gods bleſſings at-! 
'rending vpon your children, and your ſeruantsbe| 
not wanting tv Gods worſhip amid(t them, and! 
' bee not wanting totheir ſoules; let him bee dili- | 
gently {crucd, let thembe conſtantly inſtructed, | 
| andler your families be thus dedicated vnto him. | 
' Bee you husbands and wines of one mind in the 
| Lord,or elſc your vnitie in all other things is but | 
a conf{piracic and rebellion. But this how (e|dome| 
it falls out, lamentable experience can' reach vs. 
| Sometimes the husband would hane God ſerued 
in thefamily ; and then the wife hangs off, and 
counts it loſle of time. Somerimes againe the wiſe | 
would fame bane the worſhip of God find place! 
, vader theirroote:and he like a profane beaſt calls it | 
/preciſeneſle, and will not hauean hoeſpent (o/ 
idlely. Somtimes both conſpire innegligence and} 
omiſſion : buthow ſeldome doe their deſires and | 
|cndeauours meete in this moſt needefull point ? 


| how 
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how ſeldome doe they prouoke; animate and in- 
[courageeachother,in ſomolt profitable workes ? 
'This is the fountaine ofmoſt diſorders iti moſt fa- 
\milics: where God is nor fſerued,what can abound 
bur profaneneſſe and impietie in maſter, miſtris, 
ſcruants;children,and the whole houſhold? where 
people be nor ranghe the knowledge and feare of 
God how ſhould they know or feare him ? where 
theſe gracesare abſent, how ſhould any thing bee | 
found but rudeneſſe;ftubburnneſle, and vnduritul- : 
,neſſe> Now therefore (1 ſay againe) ler all huſe 
bandsand wines that feare God, bee of one mind 
inthe Lord, and let them nor faile in viing all 
good means, to plant and water-pietic in their | 
ples hearts, by eſtabliſhing the exerciſes of re- | 
gion in their houſes, alwaies remembring with | 
feare the hideous curſe that the Prophet of God 
(doth pray,may fall vpon the families, thatcall not 
onelns name, ſaying, Powre out thy farie pon the | try o.vy, 
Heathen that kxow thee not and pon the famtlirs that 
call not on thy name. See you notthe houſholds 
deuored ro curſing, where theſe duties of religion 
kndaor entertainement? And thus for the matters 
of God muſt they gouerne well, -| 
Now, for the matters ofthe world alſo, they | zt* matrers of 
;muſt ouerſce the waies of their families ; hich | (00 209/A 
thing Salowoz commendeth in a vertuous- wite 
by a-word worthic noting z for «+ ſignifics to | Prov.31.27. 
ſtandasa watchman in a watch-tower, who ſea- 
ting himſeltc in that place of aduantage for that 
purpoſe, lookerh caretully on eucry (ide, and ob- | 
' 


and: giueth-notice' to the Citic of all 
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ſurpriſe the 
and —_— 
fore much more) the husband haue their 7 
\and minds atrentiue 
carriage of all vnder 
[oujod + = 09s firſt, Ro 
ir inferiours ſuch workes and , as 

ps 97 them and looke' 
—_ may pathemes according. 
7 _ Lor that inferiours 
klerry yaa yr on 2 he would 
never have made this difference in the family. If 
| ſcruants and children, would of themſclues bee 
pai in their buſineſſe,, whatneede the maſter 
; or dame to doeany thing in the houke : but God 
ſaw well,thac the belt ſeruants inthe world, would 


'uernours ina family, cucn two 


arvreg: l oo Fog a of ce 
| one,might ied wi ano- 
ther. eb me ſaich well, that the maſters 
e doth fat the horſe, and the maſters foot doth 
 oyle the ground: and if the eye of the one of them 
| benot ever and anonea vpon their inſcri- 
[i ſhall find, that their bare commande- | 
will hauc little eficacie, to bring any _ 
well to paſa Secondly, they muſt marke thecar 
their inferiours, and take notice what dil- 
| orders are ready ſometimes tocreepe inſecretly, 
| ſometimes violently to breake in vpon their fami- 
 lies:thar ſuch cuils _ be either prevented,or 
reliſted ſpeedily, and find noquiet == 
m 
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ſcruants and children in the world, which the 
Lord well knowing, made rulers in the houſe to 
keepe all in good order. And it itſeeme vnto vs 
(as it is) a comberſome thing thus to rule and 
ide an houſhold,we muſt remember, that God 
id not make man to liue at caſe,and take his plea- 
ſure,but to doe ſcruice, which nowtin this co 
tion of mans nature), cannot but prouc rainefull. 
|And this care be ſomewhat troubleſome, 
iyerthe miſchictes that will follow vpon the wan | 
of it,are much more troubleſome: for ifthe eyes of | 
the maſter and miſtreſle ſtand not open to ſee, and 
| the faults of thoſe that are vnder them, they! | 
| bold and licentious, and full of wicked- | 
tbe the gouernours otherwile neuer ſo godly: | 
burby their mutuall carcfulneſſe, this duty may be | | 
made ſomewhar caſie ro both,and much peacefol- | 
low in the houſe, by topping the way againſt 
much ſinne. Laſtly, they muſt mw _ 
__ | aptie” — chevy" yaa 
recting their mn bothmuſl diſcountenance 
thoſe that miſcarry themſelues,and both muſt giue 
commendation and good allowance to them of | 
[good behaujour, that ſorhey may both maincaine 
each others authority rotheull. Ifone thinke fir, 
by ſome little kindnefle ro encourage any in the 
family the other muſt not grudge and bee vnwil- 
ling; if the one will reproue;che other muſt n$t de- 
lend; if he will corre& the children, ſhe muſt not 
grow angry and ſaue them omg = 
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Neeſon” Javenns they ſhould be vnder nurture), neither 

muſt he ſaue them ourother hands,when ſhe ſeeth 

cauſe to giue chaſticement. Suppoſe that either] 

'of themexcecde this way, corre ng either with- 

| ,outcauſe, orabouc meaſure, the other muſt nor 

| 'makea bravle of ir before rhe face of the inferiors, 

| 'as irwere to bolſter them our againſt the gouer. 

| noyr: but they muſt _ debare the matter each 
| 


with other alone,and keepe their diſagreements in 
this kind from appearing in the family : for if hee | 


doe and ſhe vndoe, if hecorre& and ſhe cocker, 
or if ſhe chideand hee defend:(beſides the diſtem. | 
pers and heart-burnings which will grow berwixt | 
| themſelues) they ſhall alſo fo lighten and leſſen 
cach others power in the family, that both ar laſt 
ſhall grow into contempr, becauſe of their indiſ. 
cretion. Oppoſition berwixr R———_ mas 
king (ides,vndoes all, neither ſhall be reſpeQed or 
regarded,when they rendernot the good eſtecme | 
cach of other. Ifina boar all the burden be puld 
;vpon one ſide,the whole veſſel! is overturned: foin, 
a family where ſuch difſention is berwixr gouer- 
nours,the whole houſhold is little lefle than drow- 
ned in the waues of contention and ſtrife. Take vp 
the heeles,and the head will catch the knocke; and 
'knocke a man vpon the head, his feete will lie ſtill 
;as dead: fo iftheman bee deſpiſed,the wiſe ſhall 
| not long p—_ her eſtecme, if ſhee be ſer light 
| by,he will ſoone be ſcorned alſo. They muſt there- | 
| forc {Þ ioyne hands in theſe workes, that their dil-| 
ſcntion may not blaſt the fruite of all their indea- 
poma Itis harmeſull co nouriſh as it were a = 
meſtic 


-- 
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| meſtick fadtion in this little common-weale: what 
one likes or diſlikes,let the other(ar leaſt by filence 
; | forthe preſent) ſeeme alſo to like or difli 
let them neuer di Jin admoniſhing or corre- 
Qing, or commending ; ſo ſhall their diſcreete 
concord in gouernment,preſcrue their authoritic 
among their people,encreaſe their loue cach to 0- 
ther,and procure good amendment in their infe. 
| riours. And ſo much be ſpoken of the ioynt durics 
| ofhusband and wife, both rowards themſelues and 
| toward their families, both for maintenance and 
for gouernment. Ve come now to ſpeake of fuch 
| proper duries, as are peculiar to either of them, 
| wherein we willfirſt intorme the husband, and af- 
| terwards the wife. 


| 

| 

| Caay. VIII. 

Of 4 mans keeping his authoritie. 


He husbands ſpeciall dutics,are all fir. | *\=5an% 


ly referred to two heads z he muſt go- [> — 

uerne his wife, and maintaine her;and | /#<5"411.49 

as our Lord Ieſus is to his Church(for| | 

with that compariſon is the holy 

| Choſt himſelte delighted), fo muſt hee be to his 
witean head and ſauiour. As for government,two 
things alſo be required ofhim; one,that he keepe 
his authoritic; the other, thathe doe vſe ir. Firſt 
then bee it knowne, that euery man is bound = ” mpg A 

| maintaine himſelte in that place,in which his Ma-|,; ;.. ps 

ker hath ſet him and rohold faſt that account,re- | 
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UCTCNCe ang procedencygwhich both God and na- | 
I 


ture haue aſſigned vnto him. Nature hath framed 
the lincaments of his body to ſuperioritie, and ſer 


| 


: 
: 


| the print of gouernment in his very face,which is | 
more ſterne, and lefle delicate than the womans | 


| 


| where the husband hath made himſelfe and vnder. 
ling co his wife, and giuen away his power and re- 


ſinne for aman tocome lower,than God hath ſer 


he muſtnotſuffer this order of nature to be inuer- 
red. The Lord in his Word hath intituled himby| 
the name of head : wherefore hee muſt nor ſtand 


lower than the ſhoulders ; it he doe,doubtleſſe it; 


makes a great deformitic in the family. That houſe 
is a mi houſe, and (if wee may vie that 


rerme)a crump-ſhouldered,or hutch-backt houſe 


imentto his infcriour : without queſtion it is a 


him. It is not humilitic, bur baſcneſle, to be ruled 
by her,whom he ſhould rule. No Generall would 
thanke a Captaine, for ſurrendring his placeto 
forme common ſouldicr;nor will God an husband, 
for ſuffering his wife ro beare the ſwey. It is diſho- 
norable to the Prince,if ſubordinate officers yeeld| 
the honour of their places ro the ouertopping of! 
meaner ſubic&s ; and the contempt redounds vp- 
on God,whicha man is willing to take vpon him-! 


\thoririe inveſted in his perſon, he muſt nor permit 
| (vnleſle hee will wrong God) that it bee troden 
| downeand deſpiſed: tor this Saint Pax hath gi- 
uen vs a rule,ſaying; Let man abide in the place 
wherein he is called. It muſt be vnderſtood as well 


ſelte,by making his wife his maſter. Itis Godsau-; 


of the place for order and gouernment, as for 
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meanesand condition of life. Bur here perhaps, 
(ſome weake ſpirited man may interrupt me,and 
(ſay; The thing you ſpeake is reaſonable, and hap- 
Rows it,ifa man could doe it: bur experience 


(hewes,it is ſooner ſaid than done,ynleſſe you can 
| vs ſome good direion how to doe it: but for 
Fimſelle,he hath mer with ſuch a virago, that will 
(be gouernour, or will ouertume all; and againſt 
lod a diſordered, froward and ſturdy-ſpirited 
;dame,who can preſerue his authority?To ſuch ob- 
ietor [ anſwere : That moſt men doe falſely caſt | 
theblame (of looſing their authoritie) vpon their 
wiucs, when in very truth it is wholly and onely 
due wnto themſclues: for it is not extorted from | 
them by the wiues violence,bur loſt, and caſt away | 
'by their owne folly and indiſcretion. Iris nor in-| 
Geede in any mans power go reſtraine a violent ſpi-| 
rited woman from aſſailing his authoritic, bur 
\from winning it. Whether ſhe ſhall breake forth | 
into carriages of contempr, he cannot chuſe : bur 
whether he will proſtitute himſelte vnto contempt | 
[yeaor no,that he may,and muſt chuſe. Many a ci. 
'ticis fiercely aſſaulred,and not taken. Many a wo- | 
man ſtriues to breake the yoke, but is not able. $0 
longas the husbands behauiour is ſuch, that the | 
wines ſoule(after that ſhe hath recouered her ſeltc | 
out of the drunkenneſle of paſhon), is inforced to 
blame her owne rudeneſle and rebelliouſneſſe,and | 
in her conſcience to acknowledge himworthy the | 
berter place: ſo long hath heeduly preſerued his| 
authoritic againſtall her rude anddiſloyall refilt- 
kg Know yce therefore all yee husbands, Bu 
O2 c 
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women the way to maintaine authoririe in this ſocierie, is 
\not ro vſe violence, but kill. Not by maine force 
/and by ſtrong hand muſt an husband hold his 
| 'owne, againſt his wives vnduritulneſle : but by a 
| 'more mild,gentle,and wiſe proceeding. Here we 
7 muſt rake vp the words of Salomon, the excellencie 
of a thing is wiſdome : wee wiſh not any man to vſe 
big lookes,great words, and a fierce bchauiour (as 
| it were of a mankind maſtiftc ouer ſome filly little 
| The meanes of | curre),but we aduife you to a more eafic,certaine, | 
She an and artificiall courſe ;-which(that you may pra. 
1.6 more | tiſe)thisitis. Firſt,)ct the husband endeauour to 
grace, be garniſhed with all commendable vertves, and | 
'ro exceede his wife as much in goodnefle, as hee 

doth in place. Lethis wiſe ſee in him, ſuch humili- 
tic,godlineſle,wiſdome,as may cauſc her very hart 

'roconfeſle, that there is in him ſome worth and 
| dignity, ſomething thar deſeruerh to be ſtooped | 
'vnto: lethim walke - 97 | 

P 


| 


religiouſly in his family, and giue a good exam 
'toall in the houſhold: then ſhall the wife willing- 
2 giue him the better place,when ſhe cannot bur 
ce him, to be the better perſon. No inferiour can, 
chuſe bur in his ſoule ſtoope tothat ſuperiour, in 
whom grace and Gods image doe appcare accor-| 
ding to his place. A vertuous man ſhall be regar- 
'ded inthe conſcience of the worſt woman, yea in 
the behauiour alſo of any that is not monſtrous, 
| and voide of all woman-hood. Tobce worthy c-| 
| | ſteeme, will make one eſteemed : it is no burden 
| [roany toyeeld themſelues to ſuch a one,as is appa- | 
rantly better than themſclues. A godly wiſe ww 
riage | 
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'riage will draw on good reſpeR, andallure to wil- 
ling ſubicion; neither can any man produce an 
cxample of an husband thus qualified, that is tro- | 
iden downe in contempt. If a Prince commend a 
coward to the place of a Captaine, his fouldicrs 
'foone find it, and {come him : but it he haue cou- | 
[age and ſuthciency for the charge, though they | 
|may bee mutinous, yet he ſhall hold his reipect a- | 
[mongſt them. Ir is true, that(in a madfit)the wife 
ofthe beſt husband,may fling torth and be vaduti- 
full,bur when char fic ſhall be paſt, and ſhe is retur- 
ned to her ſelfe againeher ſelte ſhal condemne her 
ſelfe,and wwſtife him ; and fo in ſteadof loofing his | 
aythoritie herecouers his owne with good aqduan-| | 
rage. Bee youtheretore allaſſured.chat you ſhall | 
find vertuous and good carriage,the beſt preſcrua-| 

tives of good account. Thetc awethe hearr, theſe | 

command reuerence,thefe offer themſclues to the | 

'mind with an honourable kind of grauitic, and 

will not ſuffer the man (in whom they be) to bee 

long ſpurned at, Take paines to make thy ſelte 

good,and that is the moſt compendious way to | 

\make thy ſeltercuercnced. | 

| Buras ingenerall,we preſcribe a good conuer- |z 4»aide three 
ation for rhe beſt preſeruer and maintainer of a ©*//4%#% 
mans authoritic in the familie , fo ſpeciallie 

muſt allhusbands bee counſelled ro ſhunne and! 

abandon three ſpeciall and diſgracetull cuils,thar | 

are neuer ſeparared from this cfte&, of making | 

every man to ſceme baſe and vile in the- cycs 

of thoſe that ſee him ſo difordered. 

| Thefirſtof theſe is bitternes,as the Apoſtle Par! | Bitterreſe, | 
O 3 rermes | | 
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termes it, in giuing all husbands warning of ir 
Coloſi.z. 1 5. laying : Be not titter 10 your wines, An outragious, | 
(harpe,rart, violent carriage, conſiſting of railing, 
reuiling,ſtriking,and other turious words and ge. 
ſtures,hee firly calleth bicrerneſle, becaulc ir is as 
contrary and offenſiue to the mind and affeRtions, 
as gaule and wormewood,and coloquintida, be to | 
the taſte or pallate. Who cuer kept a bitter thing! 
for any other perpole, than to make a medicine 2 
and is not that a bad husband,rthat is good for lit- 
tle,but to be his wives purgation ? Doubtleſſc hee 
muſtnceds be yn} ” { (pk | 
accidenrt,and againſt hi e, | 
2 aloes in PRO is —_ wonder, | 
ſhe ſtrive to ſpit him our ? This birrerneſle ſhewes | 
folly, and workes hatred,and therefore muſt needs! 
be a great vnderminer of authoritic. They will| 
hate whom'they feare, ſaith one well of a tyrant: a 
tirannicall husband,as well as a tirannicall Prince, 
ſhall thruſt himſelfe beſides his place. In violence, 
and furious words and deeds, he imes him- 
ſclfe a foole(for anger reſts in the boſome of fooles 
ſaith Sa/omon), and hauing inforced his family to! 
take him for a foole, can it but follow, that they | 
ſhall be weary of his gouernment ? Such demea-| 
nure bewrayeth great imporencie of affetion,and 
great want of wiſdome, whence will inſuc want 
of reverence. Wherefore if thoubeeſt an husband, | 
and wouldſt be reſpe&ed by thy wife, tumble not 
thy ſelfe in thoſe dirty and ſtinking guzzels of cur- 
ling,railing ſwearing and the like madneſſes offu- 
| rious wrath,the — 
ome- 


— 
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on. Contempt will come vpon him as ſwiftly and 


— — 
—— 


ſomely in thy wines noſtrils, charſhe ſhallhardly 
keepher ſelte from firſt hating thee, and after de- 
ſpikng thee : but make thy ſelte loued, by not be- 
ing cauſeleſly and excefiuely offenfiue. | 
Secondly, hce that would retaine the preemi- 2.vwhriſiiaer, 
nence of his place,muſt auoide vnthriftinefſe(ano- 
ther greatenemic to reuerence)that (as a worme) | 
rotreth and canſumerh it. This is often termed | 
= by Sa/oxzon,and a foole muſt needs inhgritha- 
and contempt. Drunkenneile, gaming, ill 
company keeping, be the three parts as I may call; 
them,ot vathrittineſle; the firſt drowneth wit, the | 
ſecond conſumeth wealth, the third cates our the. 
heartof all good conditions : and he that hath nei- 
ther, wit in his head, nor mony in his purce,nor | 
== qualities in his perſon, how can hee bee bur 
thed and deſpiſed ? when drinke hath baniſh- 
ed reaſon; gaming, prouidence ; ill companie, 
_- condirions,the carriage muſt needs be foo-| 
ſh,wicked,beaſt-likezthe perſon baſe,contemned, 
loathed, This vice he that followes,muſt needes 
forfeit at once his withis wealth, and his eſtimati- 


ureſiſtibly as pouertic, that ruinateth at once his 

7097 ny nr by ſeeking to; 
ou his mordinate apperite,and burying his rea-) 

in ſenſualictie. Neuer did vnthrift keepe bis 
place no more than his money. Honour and 
wealth runne from him both at once: for who can 
regard him, that will needs make himſelfe worth! 
nothing, Our Engliſh calls thriftineſſe good bul-. 
dandry,and a thrifry husband, a good husband, - | 


| | 
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| I. Lightneſſts 


if ir were the he chiefe part (from which the whole 

might worthily recciue its name) of a good huſ- 
bands duticto bethriftie. Wherefore away with; 
drinkin ,zaming and following riotous compa-. 
[nions,i thou wouldeſt notbe caſt at once out of 


*the hearts of all thy family,and all chy neighbours, 


yo wn thy wife alſo, both for louc and reue- ' 


"Thirdly, lightneſſe muſt bee auoided by huſ., 
bands. Fooliſh,childiſh, vnſtaicd tricks,that haue 
no ſtampenor impreſſion of grauirie,or diſcretion, 
ſeenc vpon them, bur ſauour ſtrongly of a kind of 
puerilitic and boyiſhneſſe. Such contemprible! 
things muſt needs expoſe a man to contempt. If 
the husband puta fooles coate vpon his backe,and 
take vpa baub! le into his hands © (and whatelſe bee 
theſe roviſh and odde, and boyiſh words and be- 
| haviours, which are common with ſome, but bad- 
| ges and recognizances of folly)? can he blame his! 
wife, though ſhe take vp a loud laughter at him ?} 
| Thebitrer man is like a Cantike head,very trouble- 
{ſome ; the vnthrifty man asaſcald head, very ful. 
ſome; the light man,the icſter,like a gid head, 
[very ridiculous. Such men will ſoone iſplace 
'themſclues, though no man ſtriue ro vndermine 
them. mn man abhorre and 

(from him all oi and ſtriuc forholi 

| [cat guntibbo of conuerlation, that ſo he may be in- 
r, and that his ſuperioritie (ſup- 

poriedby ſuch ſuch villars) may ſtand vpright and w- 

ſhaken,and not be caſt downe flat into the duſt 


(conempr and difreuercnce. 
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Canary. I x. 


of the parts and ends of a mans 
authoriie. 


I78 Ver authoritie muſt be exerciſed, as 
, well as preſcruedyea verily it cannot 
be —— it be vicd, being like a 
(word,that willruſt and be marred,it 
| ow it lic ſtill in the ſcabberd without v- 
fing. .Now that men may vnderſtand how to vie 
this prezious thing (for authorntie is one of the 
richeſt icwels we 0. is a modell of Gods 
foveraignrie,and a little mappe of his great great- 
neſlc, char is greater than all, and the \ lite and 
foule of all focierics), it isneceflary for vs to dire 


them hercein,by ſtanding vponthree points. Firſt, 
toſhew the parts ofauthoritie ; ſecondly,the end; | 
and thirdly,the manner of vſing it: fo men know-' 
ing whar,why,how to doe in chis buſineſſe, ſhall | 
not want fulient intormation. Of the parts of 
authoritic firſt, I meane by authoriric,a power of| 
exerciſing gouernment and dominion ouer ano-| 
ther,and this hath rwo parts, ro guide and to re. | 
ce; to direct, and ro requite. DireQion 

iſts inthe inioyning and appointing of lawfull 
things ro be done,and inthe torbidding and pro- 
hibiring of things at leaſt indifferent. Recom- 
'pence is alſo double,-of good and obedient car- 


| The parts of an 
burban ds au- 
horitie, 


ageby commendation and rewards; of euill and 
difobegicnt,by reproofes and puniſhments.Com- 
| P menda- 
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Whether a man 
may beate his 
wiſcyea or no. 


NM 
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mendation is the wm one in wel-doing 

by manifeſtation of a good liking, in words ten- 
ding to praiſe him: reward is the beſtowing of 
ſome benefit more,than were otherwiſe due vpon 
him,rhat hath done well for his further animating 
therein. Reproofe is a charging of a fault vpon! 
the offender with words, tending to put him to. 
ſhameand griefe for it. Puniſhment isthe inflic- 
ing of ſome ſmart or loſſe,or like cuill the of-, 
fender,that may cauſe himto be ſorry for his fault 
and to reforme it, Theſe are the parrs of gouern- 

ment, meane thoſe things which a goucrnour by 

vertue of his place, both may and mult rake. ypon 

him to doe,and which arc ſo appropriated to the! 
place of a goucrnour, that none other may aduen-| 
ture todoethemall,vnleſſc he will exccede his vo-| 
cation,ſinne againſt God and wrong the perſon, 
oucr whom he ſo viurpeth. Now concerning all 
the former, iz. commanding, forbidding, com- 
mending,rewarding, reprouing, it isof all hands 
granted,that it is-lawfull for an husband to exer- 
ciſe them all vpon his wife : yea,and for ſome kind 
of puniſhmentalſo, by withdrawing from her the! 
plentifull demonſtrations of kindneſſe, and fruits 
of his liberalitic, and by abridging her of her li- 
bertie,and the inioyment of many things delight-, 
full,ir is yeelded, that an husband may infli& the; 
lame: butwhether he may correCt her,yea or no, | 
with blowes ; becauſe it ſeemerh roo impious in| 
him todoe ir,and roo ſcruile in her to ſuffer it,that 


| is a queſtion. For my part,l would be loath to al-/ 
Wa an husband the liberty of carrying himſelte; 
vnteo i 


=—y _ _ 
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his wife,as vnto his ſlaue. He can but ſtrike 
beate his bond-woman : with whart face can he 
to kiſſe and imbrace the ſame perſon, whom 
hath laid vpon with his fiſt, or with a cudgell ? 
How doth he cheriſh her as = owne _ whom 
thus opprobri treth to gricte and ſmart? 
Would hee vic es 1 ſo, if hinſclle ſhould of- 
fend > Where hath hee an example of any godly 
, that hath taken vp a againſt his 
wife? Why will he doe that, which hee can neuer 
ſhew,that any good man hath done before him? Is 
his roerre in her loue,to ſmite her on the face, or 
to ferch bloud or blewneſſe of her fleſh? Bur yer if 
a wife will put her ſelfe cuen*ſeruile conditi- 
ons; if ſhe will her ſelfe to fooliſh, childiſh, 
iſh behaujour; I ſee not why the rod, or ſtaffe, 
wand,ſhould not be for the tooles backe in this 
ſc alſo. And ſeeing God hath giuen the huſ- 
authoritie,and hath no where torbidden him 
exerciſe of any part of authoritic, nor hath a- | 
bridged him in any parcell thereof,no not by en- 
wyning himany duty, that cannot ſtand together 
ith the exercite of this part-of authoritic, I can- 
'not dare to ſay, but that (if ſhe giue iuſt cauſe after 
much bearing and forbearing, and trying all other 
wayes,in caſe of vemoſt neceſſitic, fo that he ex. 
ceede nor meaſure) he launce his owne arme 
where it fwelleth,and ſcrat his owne hand where it 
itcheth,though he make it to fmarrt after. It is moſt 
intolerable tor a man in anger to ſtrike his wiſe, | 
for thoſe weakeneſſes which are incident cuen to | 
2 ann Bur if ſhe will raile vpon = | 
P 2 wit 
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with moſt reprochfull rermes, if thee will affront 


him with bold and impudent refiltances,ifſhewill 


cell ian eo his teeth, thar ſhe carcs not for him,and | 
that ſhe will doe as (he luſts for allhim; itſhe will | 
flic in his face with violence, and begin to ſtrike | 
him;or breake intoany ſuch vuwomanly words or 
chauiour ; then lethim beare a while, and admo- 
niſh and exhorr,and pray; bur if ſtill ſhe perſiſt a-! 
gainſt reproofes and perſwaſion, it her father beli. 
ok be intreated to fightzit ſhe haue none, 
or he cannor,or will not, | thinke the husband ſhal 
not offend, in vſing a foole according to herfolly, 
achild in vnderſtanding; like a child in yeeres,and 
a woman of baſeand \ ruile condition in baſe and 
{eruile manner : for euen ſo ſhould hevſe himſelfe 
in like caſe, were he appointed tobe a ruler ouer 
himſelfe. And well may hee cheriſh her vpon her 
reformation, though vpon extremitic of miſde. 
meanure he doe chaſitice. To cheriſh ones perſon, 
and plaiſter their wounds, are things nothing in- 
compoſſible. Indeed wrathfull corrections ſeeme 
to make kindneſl:s vndecent, becauſe contraries 


[euen blowes, after patient forbearance , after 
'much waiting for amendment without blowes, 


[nor toeale his {tomacke , bur to heale his owne 


doe nor likely iſſue trom the ſame founcame,bur 


and ſo applyed, that it is apparant, a man ſeckes 


fleſh with a coraſiue , when nothing elſe will 
doc it (eucn blowes | fay with theſe limitati- 
ons ) may well land with the deareſt kind- 
neſles of matrimony. Tis true, that no man in 
(cripture hath ſo cudgelled his wife. But why is 

this? 
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times,God permicted(rhoughnortallowed)an huf- 
band for lighter matters than whoredome, to pur 
oy a wite, No doubt that remedy made it 
needelefle ro ſtrike: no man would bee peſtcred 
with a woman of (hrewd diſpoſition, that ſhould 
inforce him to fighting,it with a daſh of his pen,he 
might rurne her packing, But withour all queſti- 
on,if in Scripture we ſhould haue read of any wo | 
man ſo inſolent,as weſee ſome in experience, wee 
may conclude,that either divorce ſhould haue ſe- 
nered them,or clic blowes ſhould haue been vied, 
as a ſharpe medicine for fo teſtered a fore.To con- 
clude, let it bee the wiſdome of a man, to make 
choyce of one that ſhall not ned this rigor, rather 
than to diſpute about the lawſulneſle of ving it. 
And fo much for the parts of an husbands au- 
thoritic : we muſt next ſhew, theend whereto hee 
muſt dire/t all and cach of theſe parrs, and thar is 
the good of his wife, the encreaſe of vertue in her, 
and reformation of vice z the making her berrer, 
and helping her ro comfort here, and faluarion' 
hereafter cuen in better manner,than ſhe could be 
helped ro,wichout an husband. So all gouernours 
haue their power from God, rather for the benefic 
,otthem whom they gouerne,than for their owne 
eaſc, pleaſure, profit, or for the fulfilling of their 
owne deſires, The King ruleth, that the people. 


may ny more happineſle by his Scepter, than 
they could without it ; and cueric Ma iſtrare| 


reaſonably call for ſuch ſeueriry 2 In thoſe former | 
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tbe end of go- 
vernment,the 
wes good, 
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keepes his place for the ſafery and welfare of the 
ſubie&s vnder him: for the attaining of which,he 


' and regardnottheir wiues atall. Therefore what- 


oughtto hazard himſclfe to any miſery,and rather 
than miſſe of which, hee ſhould willingly endure 
the greateſt hardneſle in the world. So Mini- 
ter exerciſerh ſpirituall iuriſdition ouer the 

|ple,nor for filthy lucre ſake, or for 'hautineſlſe and 
ambitions he bur for the ſpiritual commodiry of 
his flocke. In like fort therefore the husband hath 
this his domeſticall ſoucraignty of his wife for her 
benefit,that God the gouemour of all may receive 
\more glory by the comfortable fruire of his owne 
ordinance tothem that yeeld vnto it. The aiming 
[atthis end,would be as great a furtherance as any 
[could bee, to the wel-being of a family, and 
would keepe out almoſt all the miſchiefes where- 
with now divers houſholds are little lefſe than 
rent in pieces: for moſt men neuer dreame of this 
end, bur ſcrue themſelues wholly in gouerning, 


ſocuer themſelues defire,or wil make for the plea-! 
ſing of their owne humours,that they will doe, bee 
it neuer ſo dangerous and miſchicuous to their; 
fwiues(than which a greater abſurditic cannot bee! 
committed in gouernement), becauſe they con-! 
ceiue(which conceite is altogether falſe) that they 
ſtand in that place, not to procure their wiues 
|good, fo much asto enioy their owne pleaſure: 
; whereas God ordained all gouernours,both priuat 
and publike, vnder himſelf: that by their meancs 
; (which alwaies ſhould be (as they are called)their | 
3 puns inferiours, might the berter be drawne to 


him, | 


— -———— 


him,and fo live a peaceable and quier life,with x7 
odlineſſe and honeſty. The not knowing why 
hey ouerne, makes husbands gouerne amiſle, 
o become burdens to themlelues'and their 
wiues: he that ſhoores at a wrong marke.cannot 
but ſhoote awry from the right;and he muſt needs 
'rakeawrong way,that miſtakes the towne to which 
/beſhould rrauaile; neither cana man chuſe bur 
bowle farre fromthe miſtreſſe, ifhe ſerthe bias of 
his bowle the quite contrary way,to that it ſhould 
ſtand. Wherefore an husband ſhould often de- 
mande rs x. am chechiefec in 
this houſhold ? and why lyerh the gouernment on 
my ſhoulders ? Is it that I ſhould live at more caſe 
thanany in the family ? that I ſhould fulfill mine 
owne wiſhes 2 and haue what I would ? and that c- 
very one ſhould care for me,and I for none? No: 
+ |forthe head in the body was not created for its 
ownefake,and I would count him an cuill Magi- 
ſtrate and Miniſter,that ſhould bewray ſucha con- 


ceite in his place. ButhereI am the chicte,that all 
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may fare the better for me,thatby minevſing more 
wildome, and taking more paines, and ſhewing ' 
more vertues than any of the family,all the family : 
may live more orderly and comfortably (and eſpe. | 
cially my wite) may enioy more quiet, and get ' 
\more grace than could be attained, it I were away. 
Thefruit of my ruling my wife, muſt be her com- | 
fort and happines;neither muſt Laccountany hap- ! 
pines to my ſelf, wherein.ſhe hath not her portion: 
loby often informing himſelfe ro what purpoſe he | 
rulerh,he ſhal excecding]y help himſelf to rule wel. 
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Cuayr. X. 
Of inttice in the husbands gouernment. 


£'Vt to ſhoot at the marke, is not much 
% = ile-worthy,vnleſſe a man do cither, 
itit, or come neare it: ſoforaman 


'mendation. Now the onely way of attaining the 
end of any buſineſſe,is to doe it ina right manner. 
| Wherefore we wil dire& husbands,how they ſhal 
rule ſo,as ro weaken euery corruption, and ſtreng- 
'then vertue, they ſhall meete wichin their 
aiontes make their liues ten times more holy 
and happy than elſe they could bee, and to giue 
them iuſt cauſe- (which is the moſt deſirable thing 
thatcanbe in gouernment) of hearty praiſing the 

[name of God or their meering together in mar- 
|riage. Arleaſtif the husband follow theſe dire. 
' ons, hee ſhall bee blameleſſe in miſſing his cnd,be- 

\cauſchee doth nor miſſe it through his owne de- 
taulrgbut by meanes of ſome other accident, that 

Threevertzes lies notin the compaſle of his power to preuent. To 
maſt ve vſc4i% \ the point then za man in gouerning his wife, muſt 


| 
| 


des | ,gouene himſelf,accordingto therules of the three 
__ ara s vertues, which are of moſt vic and nore, 
$-Mildeſſe. | axinall placesof goucrnment; ſo likewiſe in this' 


domeſtical kingdome or Monarchyffor fo it is,and 
ſo it may moſt properly be called. Theſe verrues| 
yu Luſtice, Wiſdome,Mildneſle, with the —_ 
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ofwhich,he muſt temper the exerciſe of his autho- 
riticand then ſhall he bting glory to God, and | 
to his wite and to himſelfe in gouerning.lu- | 


gem a browns my rv 
calſe. Wiſdome is the eye t, with- 
outwhich itis like ſtrong ſouldicr, ſtarke blind 
or like an arrow withour feathers. Mildneſle is the 


health and good conſtitution of f, 
without which iris like a big body full of diſcaſes, 


vniuſt goucrament is tyranny, vnwiſe gouernment 
is folly,vnmild gouernment h coockels : bur, uſt, 
wile and mild gouernment,is gouernment indeed, 
cauſing the husband to be as it were a little God in 
thefamily, a weake reſemblance of the large and 
wnlimited ſoueraigntie,and goodneſſe of him that 
inſtitured matrimony. Let vs begin with Ju- 
ſtice,the ſoule of gouernment,the abſence whereof 
doth make it to rot and putrific,and to degenerate 
<>_—__ moſt fulſome and odious carrion of ryran-. 
nie. 


| 
By iuſtice, 1 meane that, that is commonly 
called diftriburive ivſtice, which conſiſts in brring 
the viage of perſons vnder authoritie,both to the 
fuperiours owne limits, and alſoro the inferiours | 


kearnc ſo rocommand,not as the chiefe and abſo. 
lute commander, but as one who himſelfe ſtands 
vnder a ſuperiour power, to which hee doth more | 
owefubiction, than his wife tohim. VVherecfore 
hemuſt inno ſort abule his wwthoririe to force his 


| 


Q wile 


ltice is the life and ſoule of government, without | 


owne deſeruings. This muſt be practiſed both in Tuſlice in dire | 
direting and recompencing. For the firſt, he truſt =; mw lobe, 


fþr/tybat notu 


lewſel/ thing be 
commanded. 


| 


, 


1 
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EI that are ſinful, What Godcom 


mandeth,hee muſt not forbid z what God forbid- 


noteither or omit, without ſinning a- 
inſt and her owne ſoule(becauſec cirher the 
| himſclfe,or ſome ſuperiour powers haue in- 
|terpoſed their authoritic ), that is extreame vn- 
wſtice for the husband to require,or to prohibire. 
Wharta madneſſe is it to force his wife to di 
God indeede, or to ſeeme to diſobey himſelfe ? 
What an abſurd thing is it, to expect yeeldance, 
when he exceeds his c6mmiſhon © This is all one 


derh,; he muſt not command. Whar the wife can. 


thing,as if hee ſhould goe abour to ius{le her into 
ſome filthy ſtinking guzzle or ditch, whence i 
muſtneedes follow,that if ſhee proue fo ſtrong 

| not be thruſt in,yethe makes himſclſc odious, 
having attempted her hurt: itſhe prouc ſo weake 
as to fall in,he muſteither beat the paines ro 

her out,and make her cleane againe, or elſe 
muſt both periſh rogerher ied in the mud of 
their owne wickedneſle), ſhee for ſinning at his 
commandement,he for commanding her tofinne. 
Yea,this is tothruſt her into the very hier of hell,ſo 
much as in him lieth; out of w hich if ſhee bee not 
|drawne by ſtrong hand, ſhe muſt be damned for 
yeelding.he for enioyning. Wherefore in ſuchab- 
urd and fſinfull commands, hee ſhall violate the; 
/lawes of wiſdome and- iuſtice both at once, and 
| ſhew himlſeclfe in the ſame ation botha foole to- 
wards her,anda rebell againſt God. For it is - 


Lis degree, both 'of vnrighteouſneſle and 


—_— _— ah 
— — 
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do 


the ſubordinate gouernour, to take _=_ 
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him aboue the chicfe or ſoucraigne. Who would 
a Conſtable or Maior of any towne, com- 
-manding to beare Armes againſt the King,or for- 
bidding to pay ſubſidies and wonted paiments ? 
'Such one ſhould bee puniſhed for beinga rebell 
himſelfe,and alſo a rebell-maker. Let no husband 
therefore forger,that the Lord in heauen,and the 
publike Magiſtrate on earth, are aboue both him 
and his wife, and that they both oughtequally to 
'be ſubiect to both theſe; and therefore lethimne- 
uer ſer his priuate authoritie, againſt theſe autho. 
ov | a 
rities thatare ſtronger than hisz nor make his wife 
ndurifull co cirher of theſe, by a falſe claime of du 
tic tohimſelfe. It isa tyranny and vſurpation for 
jany urto be ignorantof, or totranſgreſſe 
the lmirs or bounds of his owne place: for a man 
'tocommand his wife to lye for his aduantage, to 
hk the Sabbath for his gaine,to participate in 
isfraud and couſoning, or the like ; nothing is 
imore abhorrent from equitic. Where Princes 
have commanded their fubie&s to worſhip ima- 
'ges,or commit other iniquities,they have brought 
Yom themſelues the odious name of tyrants; and 
'Henor yeelding to their ſinfull commandements, 
hath becn an high praiſe vnto their ſubiets, 
Doubtleſſe the husband may on _ 
reaſon,challenge power to appoint ings: 
to forbid his ile to pray vnto God, — 
tothe Word and Sacraments, toſhew mercy to; 
| = ven , with query and reqeer: 
| like; this is againſt right in the higheſt 
comrmanded.,tha 
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ould invocate the name of God for thirtie daics 


law ? Nay, any man bee ſo varuly and 
exorbitant in his ruling, as to call for obedience in 
| ſuch things ? Sec then (all yee husbands)chat your 


| Lawes of God, and of your publike gouernoms 
not repugnant thereto, clic you gouerne not, bur 
tyrannizez and todiſobey yoy, is the beſt obedi- 
ence;or rather towithdraw ones (clfc from follow- 
ing your ill ordered dizeions,is not to deny ſub- 
iefion to-your place, power and perſans, butto 

r finnes, luſts and corruptions,yeca,to the diuel! 


a5his inftruments in ſucha caſe. If dam were 
guiltic for hearkning to the voyce of his wife, con- 
trary to Gods voyce ; doubtlefſe ſhe ſhould haue 
> Y fox hearkning to his voyce a- 


»Thatthebuſ | But this rule of iuſtice muſt be extended yet a 
—_—— licele further : notalone in things that are vnlaw- 
her erring eos. full,but alſo in things that to the wiues erring con- 
ſiexce, in things ſcjence doe ſeeme vnlawfull,muſt the husband for- 
pb ferex. | bearethevrging of bis authoritie, What ſhe vp- 
on ſome reaſon (to her thinking, though nor in- 
deed and truth) grounded vpon the Word of 
God,doth account a finne,that the husband ought 
| nor toforceher vntp, The conſcience is Gods im-; 
| mediatc officer,and commanding by vertue of its; 


—m—_——____ 


words to your wiues hold agreement with the 


himſelle who rules in you,& abulerh your rongues. 


Cuaplc.; 


rogether, the Prophet Daxicl would notcondif. 
'cend to ſuch an abominable command : wh then 
ſhould awiſe hcarken to her husband in the like 


caſe,torhe rranſgreſſing of her Makers 
why ſhould 


| 
/ 
| 


: 
: 


| 


commil- | 


| 


[Cuar-19- A Bride-baſh. 


43 reaſons maniteſting ſuch miſtaking,it be bercer in- 


commiſſion (the will of God reucaled in Scrip- 
tures) chough ir erre in conſtruction of that com- 
miſhon,mult yet bee obeicd, and oucr-wceigh the 
authoriric of all other commanders, till with due 


formed,and duly {atisfied. For whoſoeuer accu- 
ſtomerh to goe againſt conſcience in things, that 
though they bee nor, yer are i to bee finnes, 
will at lengrh ſo blog our all conſci as to goe 
againſt it in things y both are, and are allo thought 
to be faults. Who ſo will make bold with anerro- 
neous conſcience, os to himſelfe cicher 
adead and ſeared or elſe a perplexed and rurmoi- 


| 
| 
| 


| 


'bleneſle : for in crofling the verdit and ſentence of 
herowne ſoule, either (hee (hall pur ir quite to (i- 


compel his wiues practiſe againſt her conſcience: 
but with pittic and genleneſſe ſeeke to free her 
foule from the intanglement of ſuch error by ber. 
Jr tatormation Qill 


2M 


led conſcience. Soa man um offering violence to 
is wives conſcience, ſhallquickly drive her either 
to veter vnconſ{cionableneſle,or vtrer vncomforta- 


lence,or make it ſo troubleſomely and terribly cla. 
morous,thart the noiſe of terrors ſhall bee alwaics 


found in her cares,and her life ſhall be vnto her as | 
tedious,as if ſhee were euer vypon the racke to bee | 


tortured, through the fierce and inward acculati- 
ons of her own inward accuſer and iudge. Vherc- 
fore in caſcs of this nature,when a woman through 


weakeneſle of iudgement miſunderſtanding Gods , 


Ward, reputeth a thing indifferent ro bee {infull,! 


the husband muſt not by rigor and vehemence, 


remembring that conſcience 
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is the ſupreameſt commander of mannext vnder 
| God,and hath the higheſt and moſt ſoucraigne au. 
thoritic ouer mens actions. The truth is yer, that 
if ſhe pretend conſcience, when iris but wilſulnes,) 
(he mult a while waite for the healing of this ſtiffe- 
neſſe: bur if faire perſwaſions will not reclaime' 
'her,he muſtar length vie the authoritic beſtowed | 
vpon him by God,and expreſlely enioyne her by 
vertue thereof,ro change her obſtinacy into fubie- 
ion. You will perhaps demand, how a man ſhall 
| know,whether his wife be wilfull or ſcrupulous? 1 
'anſwere z theſe two ma my bee diſtinguiſhed 
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one from another : for hrſt, le of conſcience 
is par tay regen. ae yoreratnel 
calion of ing from ſome texr of Scripture, 


char carrieth at leaſt an appearance of condem- 
ning that,whereof it makes queſtion. Bur obſti- 
{nacy is cuer vp with conſcience, conſcience, when 
yet itis backed with no part of Gods Word, that 
can inany reaſonable probabilitic be thought to 
induce toa feare of doing or omitting wharir re- 
fuſeth tro doe or omit. Where wilfull errour with-' 
out conſcience hinders yeelding, no heed muſt be: 
{taken to it ; when an erroneous conſcience hinde- 
reth, it muſt be renderly handled. Therefore ifa 
; woman can produce ſome word of God (that ma- 
keth her doubt of che lawfulnes of a thing)though | 
[ir be perhaps miſinterpreted by her, ſke muſt bee 
reſolned, not compelled : bur if ſhee ſtand 
rermes of conſcience, without Gods word, ſhee 
\may bee compelled, becauſe there is none other| 
(way of reloluing her:for not euery ſcruple of =_=_ 
® 
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doth make a thing ſinne toa man in whom ir is, 
but that alone which is vpon ſcriptures, 
the onely guide and in otthe conſcience:in 
'which cale conſcience (though miſinformed) re- 


: 


 |taines irs owne authoritic ; and fo to inforce a wo- 
'man again(t ir,were to force her to ſinne,the moſ} 
wmequall thing in the world from a gouernour. A- 
gaine,it may be thought the miſtaking ofconſci- 
lence, when things indifferent are deemed either 
(finfull or needfull, and in luch things it isa point 
jo uſtice to tender a weak conſcience,anda wrong 
tobe cager with it: but ifone will ſeeme to make 
aconſcience of doing that (and fo refuſe ro doe it) 
which God hath enioyned and commanded plain- 
ly; this is ſure wilfulneſſe in errour, not infirmiry 


to bee borne with, but afrer good meancs vicd to 
diſcouer her errour, if ſhe perliſt in wilfulneſic, he 
may iuſtly be ſo much more vrgent,by how much 
ſhe is more backward. For here hauing brou 

her (againſt her errour) to doe her duty,hee ſhall 
ſoonealſo reclaime her from ker errour : for the 
euidence of thoſe texts that he (hall be able to al- 
leage for the duric, will ſoone quiet her heart a- 
gainſt feares if any ariſe (burin caſe of wilfulneſle 


by her owne experience,that before c notbec 
perſwaded : for where God fers a man art liberrie, 
conſcience may bind him, but conſcience can ne- 
[neebind again8 Gods commandement becauſe it 
never aboue God. Wherefore now bee nor fo 
4G 41 vrge her either 

ro 


ofconſcience : and therefore here the wife is not | 


| ill ariſe); and ſhee will be perfwaded | 
| none w ); an w —_ 


| 
| 
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| proofer requi- 

' reth that none 
; be given with» 
6 afault, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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fourr7rr God or her conſcience ina thing in- 
differen 

| Lord of conſcience, bur onely God, the Lord of 
'heauenandearth. And thus much for iuſtice in 
the matter of direftin 


bad or good carriage of the wife. Bad behauiour 
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t,leaning on the word of God :for none is 


Iemuft beexerciflalo in requiring either the 


may bee required with and correCtions| 
(as weſaid ), onely fo, that juſtice bee obſer. 
ued herein. And to this end two rules muſt be gi-: 
'nen,one in > of the thing for which, another. 
in regard of the meaſure wherein one reprouethor 
correcterh : farſt, no reproofe or correion muſt 
| be ginen withour a faultzwhere no ſinne hath gone: 
Ce nedeanatack hardueſle,it cannot without 
much vniuſtice be iſed againſt her. No good 
Chirurgion Ib 6 plaiſie vpon a found Sos 


I 


' that were alwaics a needleſſe labour, moſt times | 


' dangerous:for ſome medicine will make the ſound! 
' fleſh ſore; fo neither muſt an husband find fault, 
where no fault is for feare of making a faulr,where| 
'noneelſe would be. _ end ng or puniſh-! 
ing,is to make the. delinquent fee and reforme an 
| wr 027 on that be ſcene and amen 
\ded, which is nor? whereforcir is moſt palpable 
| iniquitie, to pur the wife to the ſuffering of any. 
euill of puniſhment,where the cuill of blame ha 
| not gone before. In truth there is no neede of coi- 
ning faults amongſt mengthe beſt tha is ſhall have 
faults cnow deferuin zon,wheretore it is 
a waſt labour,and anabfurd troubling of ones (clic: 
and others to find them our, where they bee nor.” 


Loue. 
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Lowe ſhould couer many faults, therefore ir ſhould 
fine none : it muſt refuſe to ſee diuers that be in- | 
dcede,rthercfore it muſt neucr ſecke ro make them | 
ſeeme ro be,that are not ; where God is not offen. | 
ded.a man muſt notchide ; nothis owne diſtem- ' 

paſſion, but ſome diſhonour done to God, 
doth authoriſe him to ſe ſome harſhneſſe of be: 
hauiour. 1f in other caſes his tongue walke,or his 
brow lowre,or his hand be lifted vp,heabuſeth the 
power that God hath pur vpon him, and juſtice wil 
not beare that. 

But here we muſt alſo obſerue,that a fault refor-! 4 fault refer. 
med muſt goe in the account of no fault; and ther- | ps ay 
forea woman mult neuer be vpbraided with it : for por - 
an —_— is a reproofe, and aſinne amended, | 
is after a ſort annihilated. lr is loſle of time to ſtand 
caſting on water, when the fier is thorowly quen- 
ched: yea,it is dangerous tobehaling a leg, that | 
5newly ſet in joynt: wh cure is done, it isa 
thankleſſe office for a Chirurgion to bring more 
pliſters,eſpecially more ſearing irons: God hits 
no man in the teerh(ſaith the Apoſtle); whar is re-| lawes 1.5. 
formed, ſhould bee forgiven; whar is forgiven, | 
ſhould be forgotren. When a finne is left and re- 
pented of it is dead and buried ; why then ſhould 
anyman goe abour to poyſon hi and ano- 
ther,with raking the dead carcaſſe out ofthe quier 
(epulcher ? Indeed former faults may iuſtly be al- 
leaged,to aggrauate the ſame offence reiterated, 
orfalne into againe : but if the wife doe not repear 
her ſinnes in committing, the husband ſhall 


exceeding vniuſtly,it hee repeat it in reproouing. 
K 


es 
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Reproofes muſt 
be prope/1:0na- 
ble to the fault. 
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God prowiſerh,char if the ſinfull man doe caſt a. 
way his ſinfull deeds,he will alſo blot them our of 


| his remembrance,and bury them as in the bottom 
of the ſea. Why ſhould man remember,what God! 

hath forgotten ? Doubrleſſe therefore it is an ill 
memory,that will recall thoſe things,which God 
would haue buried in deepeſt ſilence; and repeate: 
that which he promiſeth not once to mention; to; 
hit a penitent {inner in the teeth, is a manifeſt inju- 
ric. Wherefore chaſe not againſt thy wiſe for no; 
fault,reproue nother when ſhee diſhonours not; 
God,ncither let paſfion euer make thee caſt thoſe, 
things in her diſh,which ſhe hath reformed;ſo ſhal 
thy waies be conformeable to juſtice in this point, 
nr rouing or puniſhing, what concerneth the! 
cauſe of doing. But the meaſure of doing is ine-/ 
uery thing almoſt of as needfull obſeruation as the! 
cauſe : for iuſtice wiſheth nor onely to tarry till a 
fault bee commirrted, but alſo when it is commir. 
ted,ro proportion the reproofe or puniſhment vn- 
ro the Gale He that layes a fretting coraziue toa 
light ſore, free from dead or proud fleſh, ſhall 
prouec himſeltc either abungling Chirurgion,ora 
very mount-banke, that lengthens the cure onely| 
to make himſelte worke,and ger more gaine by the; 
patient:and men would count him apoyſonerra-| 
ther than a Phyſitian, that for cuery ſmall infirmi-! 
tic, would be tumbling the tomake vp and downe| 

with the na 6a portions or vomits, where the 
gentleſt purge that might be would ſerue the turne 
tor health. So is itcercaine, that that man miſin- 
eendeth his reproofes or correCtions,which makes, 
them, 
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them ſharper,than the offence deſerueth. Anger, 
not loue, dclire of caſing ones owne ſtomack,nor 
profiting his wiucs foule, is the ground of theſe 
'reproofes,which offend in ſuch excefſiueneſle. Bur 
letvs come a little nearer to this point : the huſ. 
band muſt know,thar for correcting or actuall pu- 
'niſhing of his witc,he muſt come exceeding (low. 
- it, and bee very ſeldome in it, neuer procee- 
ing vnto it, till ſome palpable wickednetſe haue 
compelled him, becauſe other meanes hauc been 
fruſtrated. For a man to eſtrange his countenance 
and behauiour towards his wite,to with-draw the 
teſtimonies ot his loue,to ceaſe to truſt her, or to 
= familiarly and chearefully ro her; thele be 
fuch things as deſerue the name of correions or 
chaſticements. The wife that hath not forgotten 
| affeion to her husband,cannor bur ſmart 
and bleede vnder theſe ſtripes(as I may call them). 
They are therefore to be of rare vie,and(like cating 
things or coraziues) not applicd at all, rill the 
'grolleneſſe of m_ miſc m_ (hall wo 
com neceſhrie, to the applying of them. 
nj 2 _—_ for ſtrokes with hand 4 fiſt, no- 
thing ſhould driuc an husband to themgexcept 
the vemoſt extremities ofvnwifelike carriage, vn- 
lefſe ſhee bee peremptory and wilfull in curſing, 
hwearing,drunkenneſſe,&c; vnleſle ſhe raile vpon 
him with moſt violent and intollerable termes 
vnleſſe ſhee our-face himwith bold maintaining, 
that ſhe will doe as ſhe doth, in deſpight of him; 
\leſſe ſhe begin the Rn ſtrike or offer to 
oo husband no _=_ ſhould hold his na, 
2 an 
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and not forget himſelfc to be an husband, till ſhe 
haue caſt off all ſhewes of remembring her ſclfe to- 
be a wife : but if ſuch extreame purretaCtion ſhall 
'fall out in any mans caſe, 1 ſeeno cauſe of forbid. 
'ding to cutor ſecre ones owne moſt tenderly be. 
loued fleſh. Bur for all things of this kind, whe- 
ther reproofes or chaſticements,they muſt ſtill be” 
'moreor leſſe ſharpe,as the faulr is greater or leſſer, 
being ſuitable not to the paſſion, or loſſe,or hurt 
of the reprouer,bur to the ſinne and offence of the 
reproued. As the plaiſter muſt bee firred ro the 
| wound;the medicine to the diſcaſe,ſo muſt the re- 
|proofe or correftion be to the ſinne: for of thoſe 
bn which doe neceſlarily require ſome repre- 
henfion or chaſticement,there are degrees accor- 
ding tothe greatneſſe or littlenefſe whereot, it ia 
mans dutic in iuſtice to vic more or leſlc carneſt- | 
\nefle,and ſhew more or leſle diſlike. And if any 
man would know a ſure rule for the —_— 
of this medicine, let him take this that followeth. 
According as the finne is more or lefle groſle, or 
diſhonourable to God,ſo muſt the ſeueritic of the. 
rw apes or leſle. ow ſinne muſt _ 
light ed oucr, it bring a tlo 
uh 4 great ſinne muſt haue wow. _ c 
\though in ſtead of lofſe it haue procured profit. 
As the cauſe of reprouing, muſt be the breach of 
Gods commandement, not the crofling of the | 
husband in pleaſure or profit, or the like; ſo the 
meaſure of carneſtneſſe and ſharpeneſſe therein, 
muſt be taken from the meaſure of the ſin againſt 


God. A man muſt chide more, and more vehe- 
mently, 


; 
: 
| 


_— _”_ _— —— 
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'mently, for his wines A inefull vntruth, than for 
her damagelull forgerfulneſſe. The moſt exorbi- 
rant ſinnes(ſuch as I na:ned before) may be chaſte- | | 
ned with blowes ; others not fo notorious (but yer | | 
of dangerous con{equence)may be chaſticed with | 

fore with-drawing of wonred kineneſles and 
truſt : but for the moſt faults, a reproofe ſhould 
ſerue the rurne; and cuer the quantitie of ſcueriry 
muſt tollow the degrees and kinds of finne,not rhe 
diſprofit or ill effects thereof to ones eſtare,ſo ſhall 
a man obſerue iuſtice,by being moderate inrequi-| 
- bu wiues cuill deſcruings , it ſhee deſcrue 


But another part of juſtice, in recompencing,is, | 5994 deeds mo 
that the good deeds goe not moon - re- _— | 
wards and commendations muſt be g1uen, tO Cn-| well as hed 
(creaſe the good things that are in the wife,as well | "7 
asreprootes,to diminiſh the cuill. Sa/omen faith, | 
that the husband of the good wife ſhall praiſc her : Pro 31.18 31. 
and againe he ſaith ; giue her of the labourof her 
hands. A man muſt giue his wife to vnderſtand 
by words of c le a tion,what 
content he takes in her good and dutifull behaui- 
our, He muſt animate and incourage her to a per- 

tie of pleaſing and loyall carriage, by 

beciall curteſies,as gifts or the like, in which hee 
knowes,that ſhe will moſt delight: for the cheare- | 
full countenance,amiableneſſe,affableneſſe, and li- 
beralitic of the husband,is to the good wife a cauſe 
ofas great content,as any thing in the world, next 
to the fauour of God. She muſt not want this hart- 
ning in well doing : the land muſt be goodded(ac- 

R 2 cording | 
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cording to the country phraſe), as well as plowed 
| and harrowed,elſc itwill bring forth very little but 
weeds. Due commendations and rewards , doe' 


nouriſh dutie and obedience. Euery reaſonable! 


inferiour takes heart to obey, when he ſees obedi-| 
ence well reſpeed. Spurre an horſe withour pro-; 
| uender,and the beſt that is will quickly tire: but 
feede him well, and in due ſcafon, and then ſpur- 
ring in time,will make him goe faſter. So the huſ- 

band muſt vſc his rightcie, as well as his left; and. 
hearten durie, as well as diſhearten finne; good! 
things muſt be commended, as well as evill amen. 
{ded , vertue cheriſhed,as well as vice checked;and 

(of all things the husband muſt moſt loath to be of 
the cuill natureofa flic,that ſtill ſeekes a gauled or 

bare place to blow his maggots vponzand fo prick- 

eth,and healeth not,making things worſe,not bet- 

ter,by intemperateneſſe in finding fault : for no-' 
thing is more diſtaſtefull in a ſuperiour,than to be! 
cuermore chiding and chafing : nothing is more 

baſce,than to be a continuall ſpie-fault, and to bee 
'alwaicsnibling, where the skinne is off; and it is 
an high degree of vnrightcouſneſſe,to looke onely 

ro the wort things. Muſt not iuſtice giue cuerie 
man his due? praiſe ro whom praiſe,as well as re- 
 proofe,to whom reproofe is due? The moſt righte- 
ous God marketh the righteouſneſle of his ſer- 

uants,to recompence them according to theclean- | 
nes of their hands before him (as Pazid ſpeaketh). 
' Haue we not gratious promiſes, alluring to all vp- 
\rightneſle and tidelitie,as well as terrible threats to 
aftrightfrom finne? Dothnot Chriſt hearren his | 
| Church ' 
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'Church,by the conſolations of his Word and ſpi- | 
'rit,as well as chaſten ic with diucrs chaſticements | 
\ifneed require? Men muſt imitate Chriſtin go-| 
verniog, i they will gouerne happily. And this he 
'that doth nor,ſhall neuer liue comfortably with a 
wite,but (hall make his owne lite redious together 
with his wiues : tor to bee alwaics chiding, isno 
eſſe vexation than to be alwaies chidden. It a man 
'be left eyed and left handed, that can neither ſee | 
'nor feele good qualities, becauſe he is ſometimes | 
Inerled with the cuill ; if he lerthe good goe vnre-| 
garded and vnrewarded,being diſcredited by the | 
evil; ifhe haueno leafure to ſee any thing well, 
becauſc he ſees diuers things amiſle; this will fill 
them both tull of cndleſſe diſcontentment, this | 
will make his loue rodecay,and in ceaſing toloue, | 
he ſhall ceaſe to bee loued. This will make him 
ſower and crabbed, and withall ro allow himſclfe 
inhis ſowerneſſe. This alſo will make the wiucs at 
ny heartleſſe in being good, becauſe good deeds 
are il! conſidered of, at laſt deſperat incuill doing, 
becauſe well or ill,all is one, they are ſtill rated ar, 

ſtill frowned vpon. So both feede vpon the ſower | 
,ofmarriage,and let the fweete paſſe wwe” this is 

the bane of loue on both ſides, cauſing perperuall 
arres,priuic heart-burnings,ſecret diſlikes,and at * 
laſt K/ open contention , and an irreparable | 
breach berwixt them. Wherefore if cuer thou 
wile liue happily in matrimony, fcede vertue, nou-| 
iſh obedicnce,confirme all good qualities, water 
andrefreſh the tender buds of thritt, duritulneſle, 


and other graces which begin to bud forth, and to 
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appeare a little aboue ground. Confider what 
| good thou enioyeſt by thy wite, as well as what 
|trouble ; what comfort ſhe affoords thee, as what 
' comber; what vertues ſhe ſhewes, as whart vices ; 
what goodneſle,as wel as what badneſle,that thou 
; maycit ſtrengthen the one,as well as weaken the o- 
ther, yea, ler oy wife ſce, that thou doſt much! 
, more willingly looke vpon the beſt things, and 
' much more often remember them, and that thou! 

hadſt much rather bee telling of her good,than of 

her euill,and making much of her, than reprehen- 
ding : for doubtleſſe when all is done, experience 
{ſhall proue ir, that the ſweere hearbes grow faireſt 
and ſafeſt in the Sunſhine; and many a wife had 
bin very good,ifthe husband could haue ſeeneand 
foſtered a little goodneſſe at the firſt. And fo much 
of the husbands iuſtice in goucrning. 


| Cuay. XI. 
| of Wiſdome. 
| 


place: for vertues are knit rogerher 


| This wiſdome is as the ſterne of authoritie, which 
' muſt guide it in an euen and a ſteady courle, that 
| itneither daſh vpon flauiſh feare as a rocke on the! 
| left hand,nor vpon cotempt,as a dangerous _ 


—_ — 


—__u 
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ee behind and Cuntlinr, andes Kee be- 
hauiour be more graueand reſerued, to bee reuc- 
renced,and notflauiſhly feared and hated. Pru- 
dence therefore muſt all things fo, that ir 

theſe rwo affeQtions in their due tem- 


may 
per,free from exceſſe, and free from defe&, that a 


his place: for affefions will cafily fall foule cach 
yonother,and wound one the other, to the mu- 
tuall ouerthrow of both. Loue will cturnefeare in- 
to aflender and flithy reſpe&,feare will turne loue 
into hatred and deſpite : but diſcretion muſt fo 
ſerue the rurne of both in due time and ſeaſon, that 
both may be preſerued in their due meaſure and 
working, More particularly, wiſdome muſt giue 
rules for the right ordering of authoritie,in gene- 
rall firſt, and then in particular of cach nan. 

Firſt then in generall,it isa maine part of wil- 
dome in an husband,toconforme the vſe of his au- 
thoricie tothe difpotition of his wife,to which pur- 
pole he muſt labour much ro become thorowly ac- 
quainted with the remper of his wiues mind. There 
is great difference of womens natures. Some are 


more ſtiffe ſome more pliant, ſome will bee more 
eaſily rules,ſome with more difficultie, ſome re- 


ypon with gentlenefſe; and the maſter-piece 
S wildome 


[ET 
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man may doe good according to the dignitie of 
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andon theright hand. The principall viſe ofwiſ. Thevſe ow 
dome,is to ones ſelte ſo vpri ghar loue Tome mo fre | 

not incerferre,and the one cue —_ 
and defiroy the other. [ris hard of an inferiour Þ | 


in dne temper. 


The firſt rule of 
—_ 

| now the wines 
 diſpoſtion,and 
' confyrme bim- 
ſelfe to i, 


quire more ſharpnes,others wil be better wrought, 


| 


0 ——— No 
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wiſdome is,to frame al commandements reprofes, 
| rewards fitly ro the conditions of the . Enen 
| as he that is toridean horſe, muſt bis bridle 
fic for the mouth of the poore beaſt; a ſnaffile for 
one.a bir for another, an hard and heauy bir for 
onea leſſer and lighter for another, for _ bri- 
dle will not agree co-che mourh of euery beaſt. In 
like caſe it fareth with women ; ſome will be ſoo. 
ner perſwaded than compelled,and ſome contrari. 
ly; which diuerſitic of diſpoſitions if a man marke 
not to frame himſelfe thereafter,he ſhall create to 
himſeclfe and to his wife,a great deale of vnneceſla. 
ry labour and cumber. ' A ſoft, tender and gentle 
natured woman, mult bee dealt withall more ten- 
derly,a rough, boyſterous and high-ſpirited wo. 
man with more ſtemeneſſe and ſcueritie, whether 
a man command or reproue,or whatſocuer elſe he 
doth or ſpeaketh, And in this caſe an husband muſt 
not follow his own inclination, but bend and bow 
himſelte ro the remper of his wife. Phyſitians giue 
not the ſame phylicke to all bodies, and preſcribe 
not ſuch druges as they haue neareſt hand, bur as 
are beſt bchtting the patients body. Thoſe alſo that 
deale in merrals,giue not the ſame heate roeuerie 
merrall ; Leade will be ſooner,and with morecaſe 
melted;lron muſt haue more coales & more blow- 
mg. The husband muſt diligently obſcrue by his 
wes ations,whetker ſhe be Leade,or Tinne, or 
| [ron,or Steele,or of what mertall ſhe is made: for 
10 man can doe any bufineſle well,vnlefſe he have 
ſome knowledge of the nature of the ſtuffe, which 
is to be the ſubic@ of his worke; ſomuſt a gouer- 


| nou 
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nour know the conſtitution of thoſe that are vnder 

his gouernment, and behaue himſelfe rowards 
them differencly,according as they differ, As they 
are more giuen to gricue orchate, to bee deieted 
or to bee careleſſe, ſo muſt a man meaſure our his 
ations,and the manner ot them,that he may moſt 
heale(and leaſt prouoke)thoſe paſſions, wherewith 
the woman is moſt apt to be ouercome. Neither 
will this proue impothble to atraie, conſidering 
thatthe continuall occaſion of conuerſing toge- 
ther, will afford meancs cnow of informing, a mans | 
ſelfe in this point, if hee take bur any reaſonable 
heede thereof. The Smith that 1s ſtill conuerſanc 
about iron,can well tell the temper of iron, when 
aſtranger in that trade would be to ſeeke ,, experi- 
ence teacherh al men to know the proper qualities 
ofthoſe things that are much vnder theirhands. 
Sothe man that is tied to a woman for terme © 
life,and muſt dwell in the ſame home with her, 
and ſee her vp-ſitting and downe-rifing, and know 
her whole priuate carriage cannot want meanes of 
knowing her conſtitution,and then to order him- 
ſelf accordingly:though it askpaines,yetwil it noe 


be impoſlible,it (con = ira the 
Lord ofheauento furniſh him hey gre to 


diſcharge the ſame. Saint Petey points all men to| ».Pet.z 7. 
(this part of diſcretion, when hee would haue it to 
bee conſidered by all men, that the woman is the 
weaker veſſell; meaning, ſubic& to more naturall 
imperfections than the man; and the proportion | 
of that precepr, holds alſo in, regardof rhe diffe- 
\rence of the natures of women amongſt them- 
| | S 2 ſclues, | | 


© 
. 
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(Clues, ſome being weaker than ſome. Whereſore 
nr gen. the husband indeed ſhew him- 
ſclfe a man of know in dwelling with his 
wife. To handle a glaſſe like a pint pot,is childiſh, 

handle a fine Venice glaſſe, as rudely as a 
thicke greene which is nothing of o fine a 
making, And in his point allo the example of our 
Sauiour Chriſts gouernment, may become our 
precedent :for he doth well confider,as the nature 
ofall the members of his pnnds ety 
be all but duſt,andfull offrailties) : ſo the particu- 
lar nature of each of them : by which it comes to 
7 ne 7 mr ities than others: 

he exerciſeth ſome more,ſome lefle; to one hee 
ſhewerh more lenity, to another more ſcueritie : 
fomehepurs to ſeruices, other to lighter : 
ſomehe chaſticeth with outward calamitics,ſome 
with inward temptations,cuen as he knowes him- 
ſelfe, how eucry ones eſtate wilt beſt beare, and 
doth moſt require. Ifſome ſhould haue thoſe ad- 
uerſitics that their neighbours feele, they would 
prouc extreamely diſcouraged , if others ſhould 
| oy the ſame comfarts,that ſuch and ſuch of their 
doe, they would be ſtarke drunken with 
conceitednes. Chriſts wiſdome therfore ſhewes it 
ſelfe,n mixing a fir - conſolation or afflition 
for cuery ſoule. Euery husband muſt carefully imi- 
[rate our Saujours example ; and marke what will 
| (beſt ſortwith his wiues making : for if ſome wo- 
men ſhould be ſo often and ſharply as 0- 
| thers,they would be quite diſheartned ; and ſome 
if they ſhould recciue ſo great kindneſſe and com- 
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mendationsas others, would beequite ſwolne vp 
with pride. Now the arr and kill of government 
muſt moderate all chings according to the nature 
ofthe gouerned : and this is it that maketh irſo 
hard a piece of worke to gouerne wel:bur(as I ſaid 
before) the Lord (the giuer of wiſdome) will nor 
beeniggardly to them, that craue this gift at his 
hands. Wherefore all yce husbands know for a 
certainty,that it ſufficerh you not to be iuſt,vnleſſe 
you alſo be diſcreete. Thy commandements ma 
pgone not vnlawfull in themſclues, but vnfir 
thy wife ; and then though thou maycſt not be | 
charged with vnrighteouſneſle, yer thou canſt nor 
eſcape the impurtation of folly, and that alſois a 
finne. Some man thinkes,that his wife ſhould do 
take all, as hee ſees ſuch and ſuch a mans 
accordingly he carries himſelfc rowards 
her, and lookes to find at her hands, not confide- 
ring that one laſt will not ſerue for cucry thooe. 
Andin ey Aer” rs _—_—_ doe _ 
neighbours doe ke,that their wiues 
do as their nei wiucs,they fill their houſes 
tullofcontention ; yea, many whileſt they follow 
their owne paſſions, and runne as their preſent 
moode doth drive them forward, do vtterly oucr- 
throw the peace of their families,becauſe they will 
notdoe and ſpeake what is fitteſt for their wiues 
eſtate : but what holdeth moſt agreement to their 
owne humours. Now be aduertiſed(for the hel- 
,pingof many cuils) that you muſt live with your 
wiucs,not alone as men of rightcouſneſſe, bur as 
men of knowledge alſo. And this is one rule of 
S 3 prudence | 
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A trend rate of | wines diſpoſition. Another is to chuſe fit circum- 


wenn ances for commandements, s, rewards, 
and place ſor aff |and all the afts of power or itie,viz. firſt a 
abs of axthe- | fir rime,then a fit place ; for theſe are the moſt no- 
"_ table circumſtances ofall ations, and ſuch as doe | 
moſt require our moſt heedfull obſeruation. For 
time:there is firſt time for reproouing, comman-' 
Rs and all other a&tons : and a- 
gaine,a time which is very vnſcaſonable for ſome, 
or for any of them,and to ſer downe particular di- 
rections, for that which _ of - ym me 
| varictic,jis a taske (I ſuppoſe) cuen a im-/ 
poſſible codiſparch.Wherſore in groſſe, two rules 
A fit timeix, | muſt here bee ſtood vpon,which — 
——_ outall notorious inconueniences,in regard of this 


A Bride-buſh. Cuarat. 
prudence in generall, ro know and obſcrue the 


circumſtance of time. Theſe rules (I confefſe) had 
moſt neede be obſerued in matter of reprouing or | 
chaſticeing,that being a thing wherein moſt wari-! 
neſſe had need to be vied, becauſe ic is moſt apt to! 
be taken in ill part,and becauſe(as it is moſt need- 
if it peed well does very much good),ſoa 
lierleching will hinder the fruit of ir,and make it| 
 proue very dangerous. Wherefore in admini- 
firing ir,moſt diſcretion had need to be vied, that 
| —_— in ſtead ofhealing, But yetinall the: 
| oO arts of gouerning,the ſame rules are ſo vni- 
| uerſallyneceſlary, tharmuch miſchiefe will grow 
' ina family, for want of obſeruing them. Acom- 
| mandemenr vntimely giuen,may FM as much hurt | 
asa blow.and an vnſcalonable preceprt may proue | 
as pernicious,as an raſtafoneble reproote. But let | 
Vs 
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vsſhew what times prudence muſt chuſe for the 
doing of any a& of gouernment. Nowas in this 
calc arc two perſons to whom this authoriry 
pertaineth, namely, the perſon that exerciſerh it, 
and the perſon cowards whom it is exerciſed; ſoa 
time of reprouing or commanding, &c. muſt bee 
choſen lero the diſpoſition and ſufficien- 
cicof and it maſt be then vied,when he is fir 
to vic ir well, and ſhee to take ir well. Firſt then, 
when a mans (cle is quiet,in tunc, free from much 
anger or griefe, or other like perturbation , then 
\may he wiſely command, reproue,or doe any other 
like thing as occaſionſhall offer ir ſelf,thar being a 
ſeaſon, when in al likelihood(if at any time)he ſhall 
docitwell. But when anger boyleth within,when 
rage hath filled his veines, when choller hath dark- 
ned his vnderſtand, and muffled vp the eye of his 
Cenachentolocoectagatanmdiitel clic, 
tobring himſelfe into duc —_— and till 
thatbe done,to forbeare the exerciſing of any part 
of his authoricie,vnleſſe hee will diſgrace hivntelle 


_—_ that faultineſſe, which cannot but flow 
from the ouer-ruling of ſuch paſſions. A man thar 
5 hotand burning with the violence of wrath, will 
command that, which himſelfe in his more quiet 
,moode,will plaincly ſee and confefle to be very in- 
\conuenient ; he will reproue for that, which after 
thefitis ouer,his cm— will ſay,deſerucd no 
reproofe;and he will doe all chings with ſuch cut- 
ted yndecent,vnſauory ſpeeches and geſtures, as 


will-vtterly marre the faſhion of all his a&ions. 
_—_— Carpenter, or other Artificer that 
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and worke very mskilfully, if 
' when his head is light and weſty with drinke, hee 
{take hisaxc or plane,or other tooles in hand. Cer- 
'rainely ſtrong paſſions diſorder a man, as much ag 
ſtrong drinke ; and their vnruly violence doth 

| much diſable him, from confi ing what isfit, as 
can the fumes of wine or ale. No man can doe 
any worke well, if in his hand, arme or ſhoulder, 
ſome bone bee diſplaced: and as for diſtempered 
affetions,they doc nothing elle but pur the mind 
and ſoule ont of ioynt; that therefore is no conue- 
'nient time of working wich them. In wrath a man 
| hall ſpeake nor whar is fit for the occaſion, but 
| what 1s agrecable to his paſſion; nor what the mar- 
rer requireth, but what his ill affeRed hearr doth 
carry him to;and as licour will ſauour of the caske, 
fo will all a mans words and geſtures, of thoſe his 
| mward perturbations. It cannot be wiſdome for 
| a manto ſet about a buſineſſe, wherein the vſe of 
| wiſdome is needfull,at ſuch rimes as he hath loſt 
his wiſdome. Now anger and ſorrow,and thelike, 
{are ſo quite contrary ro wiſdome, when they bee 
| cometo {ome extremitie,that when one enters in- 
tothe hearr,the other departeth out. A man is out! 
of his wits in theſe firs: for anger is aſhortmad- 
|neſſe,and howcan a mad man rule well>wherefore 
; whenaman feeleth the fier of paſſions inkindled 
[within, then let him giue himſelfe toquench his 
| owne her,and leaue medling with others ; then let 
'him forbeare to endeauour the direCing or corre-; 
ing of others,and ſerhimſelfe on worke to dire 
and corre@himſelfe, and to bring his owne foulc 


in 


ODE—E_ + 0 Co —  - - ——_-—— m_ ”O— —_ ——— — —  _ 


Cuanitt. A Bride.buſh. 


in frame, then ory tonone but to God, and to 
thy ſelfe:ro thy ſelfe in reproofes tor o farre ouer-' 

ſhooting thy ſc)te: ro God in prayer, togiue thee 
ſirengeh againſt ſuch cor —_ Sicke men: 
keepe home,and attend their health, and forbeare ' 
working for the time of their ſickneſle, or the firs 
thereof. A ſicke mind willas ill performe a worke 
of this nature(whereot we ſpeak) as a ſick body can 
diſpatch a bodily labour. Wherctore now keep in, 
take the phyſicke of ſome wholeſome medita-' 
tions, and hauing recoucred the health of thy; 
\mind,thy right wits,then thou maicſt againe with 
profit returne vntothy worke of ruling. He that| 
'willnot bee ruled by this counſellI will ſend his| 
ts vnto athing, that ſhall moſt liuclily re-; 
preſent himſcltevnto himſelfe. Did you neuer ſce 
a drunken man on horſe-backe ? haue you not 
{marked his ill ordered ordering, of the poore rca- 
fonlefle (bur ſober) beaſt vnder him? Sometimes 
he gallops amaine,to the danger of breaking his 
,owne neck,or his horſes; then of a ſudden he Tu 
(ſhort without any cauſe; then he ſpurs on againe, 
andagaine he ſtops mow hee fercherh a friske one 
'way, and now another; now goes forward,then | 
[turnes backward, and at cuery turne+is little 
leſſe then quite beſides the ſaddle,neither can the 
beſt paced,quiereſt,and beſt managed horſe in the | 
whole world tell how to carry himſclteſo, as to: 
giue the weſty rider content. Iuſt foir is with an! 
angry man, or a man other waics impaſſonated, | 
toward his infcriours; he will haue this, and then | 
that,and anon dillikes both; he ſtaraps,and yawics, | 
T and, 
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and imperfe&t liſh, ſo that hardly can a man 
conceiue ar-elgn_ nes and himſelf: is not able 
to fay,what himſelfe would haue; then he chides 
for this and chides for that, and will not bee con-/ 
rented with any anſwere,nor any ſubmiſſion; then! 
nothing will content or ſarishe : ſpeaking is ſauci- 
neſſe lence is ſullenneſſe, euery thing is miſcon- 
ftrued,cuery thing miſtaken z and thus he troubles 
himſelfe and his wife ro no purpoſe. It hee chide 
then,his fion holdeth no proportion to 
the offence,but is for cuery ſmall fault outragious 
as was the heart from whence itcame, $0 hee dil- 
graceth himſelfe,and northe fault,and maketh his 
' wife condemne him,and not condemne her ſelfe, 
| becauſe hee ſpeaketh not whar is fir, but what hee 
likes;not what is ſutable to the fault, bur what a- 
grees to his ownediſtemper:and by commirting a 
ter fault,in reprouing a leſſer (or perhaps no 
Gules)be makes cuery thing worſc,and not better, 
And(in aword)the iflue is,that within a howeror 
two after, hee hath cauſe to hide his head with 
ſhame, and to bluſh before his owne conſcience 
for his ſinfull and abſurd ſpeeches and behaujours; 
then it hee command any thing, his commande-] 
ments are likely farre out of quare;and ina mood 
he willneeds haue thatdone, which after himſclfe 
[cannot chooſe bur bee ſorry for ; and focrooked, 
| Ii, FI. his whole 


uiour,that never di 
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id drunken rider more vn- 
| towardly {it on horſe-backe,than he behaves him- 
| (elte in his gouernment, Wherefore asa wiſe man 
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ifhe feele his head a little giddy, will rather lye 
downe to ſleepe, than ſer his foote in the ſtirrup, 
and(vnleſle he be fo farre ouer-gone with drinke, 
las not to perceiue his owne diſtemper) he goes to 
bed then,and conſiders,that another time will do 
berter for a iourney : ſo let cuery wiſe man thinke 


anger haue nor too farre preuailed within him), 
this is no ſeaſon of admoniſhing or direting,now 
it is beſtto lay the paſſion toſleepe,and to pur off 
the buſines of doing ads of authoritie to another, 
and a fitter opportunitie. In truth in this reſpe& 
vary matrer is much alike berwixt an angry and 
adrunken man. Herthat is quite ouercome with 
drinke,is ncuer more full of woxds(bur likely they 
be broken and clipt words), than when he knowes 
nothow to bring out one ready and plaine word; 


can hardly ſtand vpright vpon his feete : euen ſoa 
man ouercome with paſſion,is very prompt to be 
ſpeaking, chiding, commanding, when his wrath 
will hardly giue him leaue to bring forth a perfe& 
ſentence, or diſtin word; bur the more apt to 
ke,the more vnable to ſpeake well. re- 

tore it were wiſdome in this caſe, the more careful- 
(lyto reſtraine himſelfe, by how much his diſtem- 
[per doth more earneſtly thruſt him forward: for 
(paſſions will grow by exerciſe, and bee calmed by 
reſtraint. Wherefore it thou beeſt an husband, rake 
thisaduice; authoritic cannot bee well managed, 
but by the hand of wiſdome, therefore wdertake 
not to exerciſe it,when wiſdome is baniſhed; goe 


| 


in caſe of wrath and anger(and lo will he thinke,if 


and neuer more apt to be medling,than when hee} 
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dutie,or amend her faults. Ina word,neuer go a- 
bout to iudge of colours, when a moarh is in thy 
eye. And thus muſt a good husband keepe time, 
in regard of himſelfe. | 

He muſt likewiſe obſerue due ſeaſons in regard 
of his wife, thoſe,namely,wherein ſhe is capable of 
recciuing information,or reproofe. If ſhe bee not 
fie to heare, as well as himſclfe to vrter good and | 
wholſome words,the labour of vttering them muſt | 
needs be loſt. When ſhe is quier, chearctull, well | 


[ame or from exceſhue grief, anger, paine, | 
( 


ſickneſſe(which diſpoſe the foule to paſſion)or o-| 
ther like vexations ; then is a due time of telling 
her of afaulr, of wiſhing her to doe or forbeare, 
what a man would haue done or forborne:elſe her 
paſſions will make her as vnable to rake any thin 


wellas his, will make him vnable to doe it well, A! 
good hufwife(you know) will looke,thart the veſlell| 


be ſweete,into which ſhe powreth good licour. A 
reproofe or direction to the wife, 1s like good li- 
cour; it the wiues heart be fuſty (as itwere) with} 
wrath or __ the like,the ſpeeches are loſt and| 


marred,that are ſpoken to her at that time. No! 


man (vnleſle himſelfe be drunken) will ſtand chi-| 
ding, admoniſhing, perſwading a drunken man :| 


burhrſt we get them to ſleepe out their wine; and| 
wo they bee ſober, wekell 


ow them with good 
counſell.! 


_—_——__— 


Garar.  Ladeak 


\counſell. And doubtleſſe wrathor gricte, or any 
ſtrong paſſion,doth as much intoxicare the ſoule, 


tions of right reaſon,as any the ſtrongeſt drinke or | 
wine in the world. An ouer-angry, or over-grie- ! 
\ued foule, willno more fee orconfeſſea faulr,ac- 
(cept an admonition,marke good counlell, recciue | 
ood directions, than a drunken man; and fo it 

can be no diſcretion,to beſtow words on a woman | 
then, when it is not poſſible they ſhould doe her 
'good. Aportion mer! 3 be giuen vpon atfull ſto. | 
make: no Pilot will ſer out of the hauen,andhoyſe | 
'vpfaile in a mighty tempeſt : neither ſhould any | 
becommanding or chiding his wife, when aſtrong | 
| tempeſt of paſſion lies on her mind, and when her| 
'ſtomacke is full of diſtempered perturbations. Let 
the mind be calme,the iudgement cleare,the ſoulc 
'quict,and then caſt in good words, as good feede 
intoground,that is plowed and manured,and well 
fitted for the ſeede. And he that cannot moderate 
himſelfe in this wiſe rowards his wite,ſhall often 
\make three or fower faults, in ſpeaking of one,and 
[make a iarre and a breach by giuing that comman- 
;dement,which at another time would bee quierly 
accepted,and without repining. For the woman 
'inſuch caſe will judge of cuery thing, not accor- 
ding as itis indeede, but as it ſeemethto her di-! 
ſtempered iudgement, which (as an eye that loo- 
keth through a glaſle of a greene(or other like)co- 
lour,eſteemes all things of the ſame colour with 
the glaſſe, ſo) makerh all things beare a ſemblance 
of diſtemper to her-ward,becauſc it ſelfe is diſtem- 


and obicure the iudgemenr, and hinder the _= | 
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\pered; then ſhe miſconſtrues what euer is done 
or ſaid,as if it proceeded from hatred and ill will, 
fromdillike of her perſon,from diſreſpe&,and nor! 
louing her, and nothing can be fo warily ſpoken, 
(bur ſhe will picke aquarrell at it ; then euery bur- 
den ſeemerh to her heauy, and cucry word rſh] 
then can ſhe relliſh nothing well, becauſe the 

lare ofher ſoule is imbirtered and our of taſte,then 
canſhe ſeenothing righr,becauſe the duſt of paſſi. 
| on hath put out her cycs,nor heare any thisg well, 
| becauſe anger and ſadneſſe haue ſtopped ' her 
| and 


cares; {o in this caſe a man ſhall rake as fooli 
| booteleſle paines,as ifhe were to ſpeake to a deafe 
'body,or ſhew a thing to be ſcene of him that had! 
[noeyes toſee ir. Wherefore in this caſe the hul- | 
(bands worke muſt be to trame himſelfe to ſuch be-' 
hauiour,as may aſſwage herheate, and bring her 
mind backe ro moderation; and when ſhe hath | 
her right ſences againe to giue him hearing, then! 
|lethim his mouth to ſpeake that, that ſhall 
be needfill.Doe not aske me(1n a kind of diſdaine)' 
; whether thou ſhalt ſuffer her to goe away with the. 
laſtword. Itelltheeit is a moſt vndecent thing to 
ſee a man contend with his wife, who ſhall ſpeake* 
moſt and laſt. Wharis this, but to fall on plaine 
ſcolding with her ? Better that ſhe ſpeake laſt,than| 
both ſpeake fooliſhly ; and berter that ſhe ralke a- 
lone,than that honks talking,ſhouldſt be caſt in-, 
tothe ſame phrenzie : for it is extreamely difficult 
to talke with an angry body,and not grow hot for | 
_—_— not with an angrie man(ſaith Sale. | 


mon) ,\cit thou learne his waics, You may ſee,thar | 
anger 
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angeralſo is a catching diſcaſc, if a man bur con. 
verſe with one that is infected with it: but to con. 
wrapenn an angry man, and to bandy ſpeeches 
with him that is inraged, and not bee at lengrh as 
full of anger and furie as himlſelfe, this is vrrerly 
impoſſible. And thus a man infeerh himſclfe, in 
ſtead of healing his wite and breedeth a flat quar. 
'rell,for want of alicrle paticne differring, and fo 
'the Phyfitian and the patient be falne together by 
be eares,about _ potion, than which,can 


there be a more vnbeleeming,and ridiculous ſpe- 
Aacle? Take counſell theretore of wiſe Salomen, 
who faith,that a foole vrrers all his mind (he layes 
it vp atany time,it he be a little ſtirred,as it he did 
wmirt vp his words,and nor ſpeak them):bur a wiſe 
man will keepe it in till afterwards. Meaning, if 
either in regard ofhis owne indiſpoſition,or ſome 
other cauſe in the hearers, hee perceiue the _— 
nottoſerue. A foole is with child ofthis words, 

whichhe muſt bee delivered, or he breakes in pie- 
ces. A wiſe man bearcth his words in his mind,nort 
asan heauy burden on his backe (which he muſt 
caſt downe of neceffiric,becauſe he can hold it vp 


no longer)bur as he doth a iewell in his pocker, or 
money in his purce,which he can both hold in,and 
draw forth, as reaſon tells him, there is vſcand | 
| cauſe. Wherefore now,as thou lookeſt, rhat cue- | 
ryother thing ſhould befir to receiue the things, 
[that thou wouldſt pur into them, the veſlell the li- 
| r, the ground the ſecede, the cheſt the clothes, 

houſe the gueſt,and other like;ſo take care,that 


or 


s wiucs hcart be fit to cntertaine thy direions 
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 oradmonitions,and that there be roome for them! 
' in her mind, before thou ſcnd them thither for lod. 
ging. Looke that ſhe be quict,well pleaſed, cifi- 
ed; not leauened with wrath, or imvirtered with! 
riefe,or ſowred with diſcontent. Eucry man isa' 
Pole in his firs of paſſion,and Salo;,.0» hath ſpoken 
it once for all ; Sprake not im the eares of a foole, leſt be 
deſpiſe the wiſdome of thy words. And fo much for 
therules of wiſdome, in regard of the time of per-/ 
forming acts of goucrnmenr. | 

| Another circumſtance of moment, is that of 
place, about which wiſdome would, that thele, 
rules be obſerued. Firſt,that what parts of gouern-/ 
ment doe carry with them any dithculty and dif. 
taſtefulneſſe,be exerciſed in priuace betwixt them 


wife,or the like : but ſecondly,whar parts are plea- 
fing to her,or no way contrary tothe good liking 
of nature (as the giuing of commendartions, re : 
wards, or caſie commandements)be done allo,as| 
occaſion ſerueth in publike before others.For hard 
| commandements and reprehenſions, the ſecreteſt 
{ place is the moſt conuenient; becauſe, ifthe wile 
ſhould ar firſt hearing recciue them paſſionately, 
[no man might be acquainted with her paſſionate- 
[neſſe. And becauſe the may not-haue the lcaſt oc- 
caſion of taking vp that crooked conceite (which 
will blaſt the fruit ofall good admonitions and di- 
\rections),that this he ſpeaks topur her to diſgrace. 
| Formarter of mpnaathond know, that loue is faid 
to coucra multitude of faults; this it doth, as by 


paſſing! 


mere ——— 


by anwnber, without obſeruing them, fo 
concealing from others ſo much as is poſſible, | 
euen thoſe which it cannot chuſe bur obſerue. Our 
Saujour alſo giues this rule for our conuerfation | 
with our brethren,thar if we find them to haue gi-| 
ven ſome ſcandle(now not a light, bura grear faule 
can deſerue the name ofa (candall, or ſtumbling 
blocke,vnlefſe a man will ſhew hiniſelfe a child in 
vnderſtanding,and ſtumble ara ſtraw). Ve ſhould 
firſt priuately admoniſh him ; Co and cell him((aith 

our Sauiour) herwrxt him and thee. Now ifa nei 
bour muſt be firſt dealt with all alone, and thar fot 
aſcandall, how much more a wite,co whom more 
loue is required and therefore alſo more ſecrecy, 
and with whom there is ſo exceeding much oppor- 
tunitic of folicarineſſe. This ſhall proue to the 
womans heart,that the husband carrieth a tender 
regard of her credir, and that hee ſpeaketh nor to | 
reproch,bur to reforme her; which opinion will 
make an excellent preparation to the gentle inter-| 
tainement of his ſpeeches. Euery man thathath a| 
fore legge or arme, deſires to haue it dreſſed in a] 
chamber,nor in the market place : we would not 
haue our deformiries laid open, or ſores diſcouered | 
witha witneſſe. Nature hath made vs all, eſpeci- 
women,icalous of our credits; = if wee rake 
athing once to be donerto our di ,wee are 
hepenched to doe worle roma indu- 
cedto amend. Now ſecrecy of reproouing and 
commanding, doth giue the wife afſurance,that 
1 jcrcredir is reſpected z openneſle makes her ima- 
gine,that her reproch alone is aimed ar. Hence it 
V is, 
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is,that ſhe can hardly brooke diſtaſtcfull ſpeeches 
before company,where ſome may happen to laugh 
ather,others, to _— them againe to her ſhame. 
Wherefore if any thing be amuſe, whercot thou! 
wouldeſt admoniſh thy wife,take her aſide,and let] 
her heare from thee,when ſhe is well aſſured, that; 
no eare ſhall bee priuy to |= wp. but her own. 
If thou wouldeſt haue her doe, or forbeare any; 
thing,which thou thinkeſt will bee diſpleaſing to 
her ro heare, ſhew thy mind in priuatc, and SS 
r{wade,where thou mayeſt with more treedome 
® ake all chat is fic to be ſpoken:;and wherc(if ſome 
little heate ſhould ariſe bexwixt you }it may not be! 
liſhed co the hurt of your names. It may bee 
obiced,rhar ſome women wil not tearc ro offend 
in publike, before the ſeruants, and children, and 
ſtrangers; and what then ? ſhall the husband for- 
beare ro ſpeake toher,and let her goe away with ir 
ſo 2 would nor this prooue inteftious to the behol- 
ders ? and make them apt co tollow the tame trade 
ofcuill doing ? I anfwere : That if ſuch publike 
faulrs fall out,a man may ſhew his diflike in a pa-| 
tient manner of ipeaking,and make ir ns 1 
he doth nor woe at his wives faults. But I an- 
fwer againe,that in ſuch a caſe, he muſt be much in 
expreſling gricte rather than anger,and muſt leaue 
the lawfull tharpeneſle,and(as | may call ir)whol- 
[ſome launcing by a reprocic.1!l iis wite and him- 
(ſclte be rogethier alone : and by that time,ſhee will 
ſhame ro remember.how {hc ouer-(hor her ſelfe(1 
he giue hernotthe aduantage of replying)by being 
carried into ſome abſurdity with her tor company); 
Neither] 
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Neither need a man feare the infeion of ſeruants 
or children by faults thus healed in ſecrecies for his 
ent griete,diflike and patience, will work more 
| them (conſidering the perſon), than if hee 
ſhould fall on chiding z and there will bee time e- 
nough atter,in her abſence, to give them warning 
of the ſinne in theirs, euen to chide her ſharpely 
for hauing giuen ſo bad an example; fo they may 
know, that a man hath reprooued, though th 
heare him not reprooue and this will well enou 
” t the intection that might come from her 
offence. Vheretore in no fort is their fooliſh raſh- 
'neſſe ro be allowed yea,it is moſt ſharpely to bee 
\condemned,that(as it their ſtomacks were ſurchar- 
lged with the admonitions or directions they haue 
\rogiue,as with a vomit) muſt needes out with it 
who cuer ſtands by, cuen beforechildren and fer- 
uants,and perhaps alſo ſtrangers, not hauing the 
witnor power to refraine themſclues,til a fir place 
ofpriuateneſle may be gotten. They ſpeake in rage 
likely,that can not waite for a conuecnient place of 
ntering their ſpeeches. Heate of anger diſturbes 
'theſoule, clſc a man might cafily hold his peace 
[tillthe company were gone,fo they haue commit- 
'tedrwo abſurditics at once, milcholen both rhe 
time andthe place. And thus/ as of one ablurdiric 
| 5 ro,a thouſand will foliow), moreeuils in- 
uvetrom theſe miſtakings : tor the witc eſteeming 
herſelfe diſgraced, becomes cholericke by and by, 
and falls perhaps to iuſtifie the doing of that, 
{which is not iuſt fable, or rodevie the doing of 


' 


that, which elſe were nothing ditlicult ro doe. [his 
V 2 (the 
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Fiteſt placeſor | Thusnow you ſce great reaſon, that difficult 
in publihe be- | as of authoritic, ſhould ſceke a corner to hide 
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(the company makes him ſo tender of his reputa- 
tion, that) hee cannot beare, but is prouoked to | 
more heate,and becomes more ſharpe in reproo- | 
uimg wharthe diflikes,or carneft in requiring what | 
he deſires,and till the conceite of being reproch-| 
ed by yeclding,makes her further off,by how much 
he is more vrgent,and the ſame conceit alſo makes. 
him more vrgent, by how much ſhe doth ſeeme| 
further of,cillin concluſion, that growes to a plaine 
braule,fray or quarrell berwixt them,which ought 
to haue beena louing admonition, or a kind re- 
| queſt. Had not theſe words been berrer well layed 
till another place,than ſo dangerouſly miſpent' i 
this voſit place ro both their hures, and both: their 
diſgraces* for doubtleſſe as the head takes the 
'knocke, if the heeles be kicked vp, fo the husband 
| muſt necds diſggedit himſelfe, by procuring his 
'wiues diſcredit in ſuch caſes. 


, preceptsor reproofes, and all the hard and rough 


themſeluesin. Butnow for commendations and 
rewards,and the like pleaſing things, letthem bee 
| = likely in the hearingot others,as well as 

ewitez onely {o,that it be not done cironically, 
and by way of deriſfiongyetler her haue the recom- 
pence of her dutifulneſle caſt vpon her,when ſhe is 
abſent moſt abundantly; though not onely then 
for (cuen to the face of his wife) ro make knowne 
how well he is contented with ſuch and ſuch good 
carriage of hers towards him, ſhall nothing Aide. 
come the mouth of an husband. Ir will doe her| 


good 
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ood to heare,cuen from his owne mouth, how 
much good her quier, modeſt, diſcreets, durifull, 
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obedicar carriage hath done him. And though ir 
benot a matcer much to be withed in other caſes, | 
roheare ones ſelfe praiſed; yet the greatdefire that 
the wife ought to haue,of approouing her ſelfe to 
her husband,of giving him goon rent of winning 
hisaffections intirely toher ſelte, of commending | 
her ſelfe vnto his very ſoule, may well difpence 
with her in this caſe, it ſhe rake pleaſure to heare, 
how well ſhe is liked of him,of whom to bee beſt li. 
ked,it ſhould be ro her the greateſt worldly hap- | 
pinefle. I would nor haue been bold to giue this! 
aduice,bur that Bathſheba giues it to her | on $a-| 
lomon(and he was wile enough to haue eſpied,if ir | 
had not been fir) , ſaying, her husband ſhall 
praiſc her, and ſay, Many daughters haue done ver. 
twouſly, but thou (and therefore you ſee ir is ſpoken 
to her face) doit farre exceede them all. Andafter 
he ſaith; Let her workes praiſe her in the gate : mea- 
ning,let them be there ſpoken of to her commen- 
dation; and it by others, than ſure by her owne 
husband moſt of all. You ſee,thar God allowes a 
kind of vertuous flattery berwixt man and wite; 
and he that would not haue one praiſe his friend 
riſing carely,giues him yer allowance to praiſe his | 
wife to her very face. Onely letthe husband take | 
heed,that his praiſcs of his wife before others bee 
ferious,and that hee doe not reuerſe them after, 
when he comes together alone with her : and ler 
him take heede,thatthe company be ſuch, as will 
by rather enuy her praiſes,or make ſome cuill - 
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of them,than doc her morehonour for them, and 
then he neede not feare to repay the recompence 
of his wives dugifulneſle,cither before her face, or 
'bchind her backe ; cicher in publike,or in ks, 
It is good that a mans wife thould heare, and all 
his ſeruants and children ſhould heare,and all his 
friends and acquaintance ſhould heare, and all his 
neighbours and allics, how much good he ſpea. 
keth by her,yhom God hath maade fo deare vnto 
| him; / tx though he doc(after aſort) doate vpon 
her, it ſhall bee counted no offence, bur rather a| 
praiſe worthy vertue in him. And ſo haue you! 
thoſe rules of wiſdome, that concerne the exerciſe 
of authoritic in generall. Thoſe follow next,which | 
doe particularly concerne the matrer of direCtion, | 
/which muſt looke partly to the things comman- 

ded or forbidden, partly to the frequency of com. 

manding. | 

wiſdome in di- | For thicfirſt,a man muſt notabaſe his authority | 
reflingrequi> | to two forts of things, that are not worthie the | 
_ ſame; namely, to things, trifling and of no mo-' 
| ment,nor to things vnreaſonable and ridiculous, | 
' Firſtrhen, ler it bee re garded in commanding, | 
| that the mans authoritic deſcend not vnto too, | 
| meane and triuiall things, which are not ofany 
| momentor importance in the family, The life of 
the head muſt be deriucd even vnto the feere; but 
the head is not alwaies actually ſtooping vnto the | 
foote ; for then the body would grow crooked and | 
ill ſhapen : {o muſt nor the husband be charging, 
| bidding, and intermedling by ſtrickt commande- 
ments in the ſmall buſineſles of the family, nor bee 


putting | 


1 That ne com- 
mand nt 
I iſtes, 
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tring his hand to every lictle marter. The Lord 
ofheauen himlc'fe doth plezſc ro goe before vs,in 
obſeruing this decorum abour his commande- 
| ments for he leaues many things incifferent,which 
he permits ro the will of men ro doe therein, as 
[they ſhall ſee cauſe , ſo muſt the husband leaue 
ſome things in the family to the diſcretion of his 
wife, that his authority may not be vnder-valewed, 
'becauſe of che triflingneſle of thoſe marrers,abour 
which it is imployed. For it hee will be husband 
and huſwite, and all; and be dealing wath brew ing 
and baking,and waſhing, and the particularitics 
of theſe and the like bulineſles, it will come to 
ſle,thar his wife can behelpetull in nothing, be- 
cauſe he doth ingrofle al things into his own hand. 
Therefore Salomon tells vs, = the good hulwife 
doth giue a portion to her maidens. 1 hings with- 
in doores,berwixt her {cif and her maide-fcruants, 
ſhould be left ro her diſpoſing, that ſhce may nor 
me cicher idle or hearclefſe, for want of im- 
prone a chearctull proceeCing therein, If 
the husband will bid and command tocagerly in 
[theſe things as if his whole eſtate did depend vpon 

; [ſeruing rhe vine, and waſhing the boule,8&c: this 
folly,beſides that it imbaſerh his authoritic, and 
;maketh his word of no regard, doth allo diſcou- 
[rage and prouoke his witc, as it he thought her fo 
Culyſhthar the were able ro doe nothing of her 
fſelte. in theſe ri1ings therefore, he ſhould permir 
his wife rorule vader him, and glue her leaue to 
'know more chan himſelt, who harh weightier mar- 
\ters,and morencarcly touching the welfare of his 


| houſhold, 
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houſhold,to exerciſe his knowledge in. And if in 
any of theſe matrers,he ſhall meere with any diſor./ 
der,it werea part of wiſdome in him to aduiſe and! . *]* 
counfſell,rather than to charge and command. See; 
therefore that the matter be ſo much worth, afore 
thou lay acharge concerning it: for he that for e- 
uery light thing will be drawing our his comman- 
dement,(hall(ro his griete)percciuc at length, that 
it will be much eſteemed in nothing. 
Secondly,chat | Secondly, let him neuer command ſenſclefſe! 
he command x9t | & ynreaſonablethings, ſuch I meane as are groun- 
—_ | ded micarely vponhis (tomacke and will,and vpon 
|no good reaſon beſides. Such commandements 
will makeher take him for an heady toole,and nor 
a wiſchead ; and that conceit can neuer ariſe, but 
with the vtter ruine of her reuerence,and fo of his 
authoritic, Fora man to inforce his wife by the 
power of his authority,to take vp a feather,to wag 
a ſtraw,to lighta candle at wrong end,or the like; | 
becauſe forſooth he will have it ſo,and he wil make 
triall of her obedience,and ſhew by proofe, that he 
is her maſter; expoſeth himſclfe and his place both 
ro extreame contempr, and in making it appeare, 
that he is maſter-full ouer her body,he ceaſeth in-|, 
deede to be maſter ouer her heart. For in this caſe 
the heart of the wife muſt needs riſe againſt her 
husband,thinking that he doth nothingnow, but 
euen vpbraide her with her inferioritie, and with 
a fooliſh oſtentarion, pride, and boaſt himſelfeof 
his authoritic, which muſt needs cauſe ir ſeeme to 
her an inſupportable burden. Womenare apt © 
nough to bo obedience in the moſt _—_— 
| a 
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and vſctull chings, butin fond andabſurd things, 
commanded(alone to make triall, who ſhall haue | 
the vitoric) ſhe can neuer with good will ſubmit 
her ſelfe. I conteſſe indeed,that the woman ſhould | 
be ſo perfeQtly ſubieR,as to caſt her eyes alone vp- 
on the la or vnlawtulneſſe of the thing! 
commanded, asking no other queſtion,bur whe- 
ther it would offend God yeaor no. Bur the huf. 
band (ſhould conſider further of the matter, and 
looke,that what he giues in Darge, be commodi- 
ous and victull,and fuch that himſelfe can render a 
ſufficient cauſe,to make it appeare needfull to bee 
done,and fo may ſhew hi not headdy and pe- 
zbur prudent and diſcreete. He that doth 

otherwit e, ſhootes ont his commandements, as 
childrendoe their arrowes,on cock-height(as they 
call it),not at any marke,and then the arrow is like 
to come downe vpon his owne head. 

a man of ripe yeeres behaue himſelfe ſo 
__ ithe cared for nothing, bur ro make 
| port in gouerning ? He that withour rea- 
lonenioynes his wife to do any thing,doth all one 
as ihe ſhould ride without a bridle. If ſuch a mans 
horſe be not exceeding gentle and well broken, he 
cannot chuſe but either runne our of the way, or 
ſtumble and caſt the rider : ſo the wife of ſuch a 
fooliſh man muſt be of extraordinary meckeneſſe 
and patience, orelſe ſhe muſt needs cither rebell 
; [againſthim,or contemne him, or both. For rhe 
reaſons wherewith the commandement of any ſu- 
iour comes backed,is as it were a bridle in the 

of the inferiours 1udgement, by which they 
X may| 


am 
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may checke and hold in theviolence of vnruly paſ. 
fions(which will be ready ro ſhew themſclues foi. 
ſtrous,and to demand,faying, Why ſhould I doe 
this or that at his command)? The reaſon of the 
commandement lends aide to the quelling of dif. 
obedience,and to the bringing of paſſions quickly 
into ſubiecion ; for then the inferiour hath ro an- 
fwere himſelfe in his owne heart, ſaying, Why 
ſhould I rake on thus ? there is cauſe 
ſuch and ſuch due conſideration,that I ſhould not 
refuſe to doe ſuch things.Burt if this reaſon be wan- 
ting,cuen a gentle natured woman is apt to proue 
refractary z and hardly can ſhee hold her heart fo 
much vnder,bur that it will mutinie at the leaſt, if 
not breake forth into open a&ts of rebellion : for 
hardly will the mans bare will carry the force of a 
ood reaſon to the wines conceite and vnderſtan- 
: ing. Looke therefore that thou neuer bid thy 
wife doc any thing, which reaſon (and not 
will)hath nor firſt bidden thee. And theſe bee the 
rules of prudence, in regard of the ſubic& ofau- 
thoritic,or matters wherein it ſhould giue direQi- 


ons. 
Another is, for the oftenneſle of exerciſing it : 


be laid vp as ones beſt attire,to be worne alone vp- 


/mans backe cuery day, will ſoone be thread-bare, 


(ſo will a mans authoritic be wore out with ouer- 


on high dayes. A garment that comes vpon a 


much vic. Wherefore ler it be kepr in, till due oc- 


caſions of vſing ir, doe call it forth. It hath been 
dcliuered as a meancs of a Princes preſeruing his 
re 
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reucrence amongſt his ſubie&s,that he be not too 
often ſeenc amongit them. Men are apt toſer light 
bythoſe things, which they ſee cuery day; cuen 
things atfirſt wondred at(as miracles) are by little 
and little flenderly 2 be of common 
vie. Take heed theretore that thou layeſt thine au- 
thoritic ypon things but ſeldomeleaſt thy wife(re- 
cciuing many commandements)do breake ſome; 
and ſo catching a cuſtom of neglecting thy power, 
make no bones of ir at laſt. Indeed a man that is 
much in commanding,ſhall hardly chooſe bur (lip 
into ſome triuiall and vnneceſſary commande- 
[ments ; andone of theſe will lighten his authority 
more,than twenty of berter vie and note ſhal grace 
it againe, The wife is indeede an inferiour, but 
very neare and very familiar ; wherefore ſhee will 
count it a burden to be euer prefled with authori- 
tie; and you know,that nature reacheth vs to ſeeke 

in ſhaking of burdens. Much reproouing will 
make a of no force,much more wil much 
—— ing make commandements weake and 
feeble, and of no efficacie. And thus have you 
therules of wiſdome, which muſt authority 
(&irwere) vpon the wheeles , that it ma 
_—_— more chearcfully, both for the 

and the wiues comfort. 
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Henexthusbandly vertue is mildnes, 


a very neceſlary verruc in this ſociety; 
ohichfhecenls it comes neareſt m 
qualitic)doth therefore allow offami. 
liarity berwixt the parties gouerning 
and gouerned (which in other couplings of ſupe. 
riours and inferiours, is notto beallowed); and 
therfore muſt needs allo require more lenity. This 
is the ſweere ſauce of this gouernment, which cau- 
'ſeth,that it ſhall not proue ouer-tart and ſowerfor 
Mildneſſ» o the | the wives pallate. This is the ſoft lining of this 
ba-band tothe | yoke, which keeperh the-hardnefſe thereof from 
fol. ern" being felt ; and without which it wilt be inſuppor. 
table. Nowoman can endure her husbands go- 
nernment with comfort, if gentleneſſe doe not 
temper it: a man handles his owne fleſh with 
mildneſſe. The abundant loue that a wife doth, 
(and may)looke for,cauſeth that ſhe looks alſo for 
'much renderneſle of behauiour from her husband; 
in which - if ſhe be croſſed ,ſhee cannot 
| | obey heartily, becauſe nor louingly ; nor louingly, 
| becauſe ſhee cannot thinke her ſelfe loued. The 
Lord Iefus Chriſt is the moſt gentle and mecke 
gouernour in the world; and when he requireth vs 
to take his yoke vpon vs,he commends himlelfe to 
be | rs and mecke and his yoke to be light, and 
* ing gricuous. This is the beſt oy 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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for them to write after. The Apoſtle tellerh vs,that 
the Miniſter muſt bee gentle, cuen rowards thoſe 
that are froward and contrary-minded:ſurely then 
the husband mult be gentle to his wife, though ſhe 
ſhew her (clte ro be of a thwart and froward diſpo- 
fition, Y ca we are commanded to ſhew all meck- 
[neſſe toallmen, and therefore much more each 
man to his owne wife,that lycth in his boſome,and 
is but a piece ofhimſelfe. E is aneceſſary 
rags —_— ts, and muſt not bee 
wanting to this domeſticall gouernment,which is 
the very foundation and originall of allthe reſt. 
Burler vs intreate alſo of this vertue more particu- 
larly. Ir muſt ſhew itfelfe in both the parts of au- 
thoricic,direing and recompencing. In direQ- 
ingrwo waies: firſt, for the matter of ir, or the 
things whereabour ir is exerciſed : ſecondly, for 
the manner of — exerciſing it. 

In the marrer of dire&ing,this verrue muſt ma- 
nifeſt it ſelfe two waies : firſt, by not vſing it too 
ofren,and roo much : ſecondly,bynor vſing it (vn- 
leſle vpon necefſitic)abour things that will prooue 
hard,difficult and tedious. For the firſt of theſe : 
the husband muſt beware of extending the vie of 
his commanding power too farre; itmult ſuffice 
_ to know,that God hath gant him _ . 

appointing in thing (that isnor : 
ber is che exciſe ofiche maſt ſhow himielle of a 
kind and free nature, not rigorouſly taking vpon 
|him to command all he may,but willi gly gratity- 

ings, that 


husbands can follow, and the moſt m—_ cop ic 
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bize | 
power too farre, 


ng his wife in ſome, in many, in moſt 
| X 3 the | 
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middeſtof harueſt, without reucaling any cauſe ro 


him, | 


ſhee may leſle vowillingly, yea, and with more 
| chearefulneſſe be ſubiect vntohim in other things. 
| Obedience would be allured and inticed,by yeel- 
ding it to its owne diſpoſition, in(almoſt cuerie 
thing of inferiour nature)that it may more duriful. 
ily yeeld it ſelfe to be —_— of, when greater ne- 
celſitic uireth more ſpeedy and voluntary obſe. 
quiouſneſſe. The gratiouſneſſe of wiſe Princes 
muſt be imitated by the louing husband, in this 
particular part of gratiouſneſſe. For Kings do ac- 
| cuſtome(atter a ſort)ro bribe their ſubicts in their 
Cities of greateſt ſtrength and command,with di-; 
uers immunitigs,priuiledges,and fauorable grants 
of exemptions from common duries, and the li 

that they may find them more loyall,faithfull, cer- 
raine, ſure, if any ſpeciall occafion of vſing their 
aide againſt dangers ſhould offer it ſelfe. And ve- 
rily this ſcaſonable vſing of grace and kindneſſe in 
'a Prince is that, that moſt commends him to his 
| ordinary ſubic&s, and which makes them more 
|rruſty varto him, and more willing to beare his 
yoke, than any Ciradell or Garriſon of fouldiers 
could doe. In this little monarchy, the ſame poli. 
cy would be vied. A man ſhould find his wife ten 
times more obſequious, if he would be bur cafic in 
exaQting dutie, than any rigor could make her. 
And much more quietly will ſhe obey, when ſhee 
ſees her ſelf not preſſed to a kinde of vnmeaſurable 
obedience,than otherwiſe ſhe can bring her heart 
vnto. The Sunamire(ſpoken of in the Kings) isa 


notable example of this vertue : his wite in the 


tt 


Cuar.12 CA Bride-buſh. F 


him,required a man and two aſſes, for that need. 
full and haſty worke, to attend her vnto the Pro- 
He was not vrgent in demanding the cauſe, | 

nor peremptory in denying the ſuite,neither doth 
in anger forbid her to goe , bur gently condeſcen- 
[&th to her deſire, though (in ſeeming) ſomewhat 
inconuenient; for hee knew her to bee no vſuall 
'gadder:he conſidered,that one day was not much, 
'and that a journey. to ſo good a man asthe Pro- 
_— not likely be meant but for ſome good; 
ſhee obtained an eafie leaue to depart, to the 
farre greater benefit of him that granted, than of 
her that attained ir fo caſily : for by this meanes, 
hefaw his fonr:.c a reſtored to life, afore 
hee knew ofhis deceaſc, and fo obtained vnipeak- 
able comfort in his reuiuing, without the feeling 
ofall thar heauy forrow,which elſe the ridings of 
his death would hauc brought vpon him. See the 
iſe of this verrue likewiſe in _Abraham z was | Gnas, 

it not more then ordinary gentlenes in him,when 
to the paſſionar requeſt of his wife, about her maid 
Hagar(though the matter ſo nearely concerned 
him),he returned fo ſoft an anſwere as this, She 7s 
in thine hands, dot with her what thou wilt. Let not 
an husband be like churliſh Naha/ to his wite, bur | 
rather follow theſe holy patternes of husbandly | 
\mildneſſe, which will beger at once both loue and | 
reuerence,borh reſtifying kindnes, and — 
it, He that willbe Lord in cuery thing, ſtrercherh | 
the ſtring of his authority ſo high,thar it is at leaſt, 
in danger of breaking,and ca that at length 
heſhall be Lord in nothing. All extremities of | 


working 


| 
| 
| 


' 
| 


[ 


pn EEG 
——— A ee eee — 


|__360 | A Bride-bujh. Cuar.1:, 


' working are hurtfull for the worker, and for the 
 worke; wherefore leame thou to carry thy ſelfe in| 
ſuch ſort to thy wife, thatſhe may perceiue her 
| ſelfe to haue entred nor into a flauiſh thraldome, 
| but into alouing ſubicRion. 
FFI" | Bur eſpecially, lethusbands ſhew mildneſſe in 
forberedifient the ſecond point, viz. forbearing hard anddiff 
| |but upon we- cult commandements, fo much as they poſſibly 
ceſſitie. may. Beware of croſſing your wiues againſt the 
 haire,and forcing them to things againſt their na- 
'rurall di jon. All men find in themſclues a 
| kind of inbred auerſenes from ſuch or ſuch things, 
| more than from diuers others; anda kind of 
neſſe and delighting in ſome other things, ſo | 
the one of them, itis a great burden for themto 
| doe;the other,toforbeare. Yea,ſome things _ 
| bee of their owne nature, fo hard and pai to 
|bedone,thatno man is willing ( )ro be em- 
' ployed in them. Now it is a great point of gen- 
tleneſle in the husband, to forbeare the requiring 
of obedience at his wiues hands, in things of this 
nature; vnleſſe it be in ſuch caſe, that he can plaine- 
ly ſhew a kind of necefſitic lying vpon hin to re- 
quire it. Men of diſcretion in imploying the dumb 
creatures, are carcfu}l not rooppreſſe them with! 
worke and burdens. An horſe ouer-loaden one 
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the loue of profit puts into the heads of men 
namely to moderate their labour and paines),the | 
much more muſt the loue of the wife beger | 
inthe husband : fornothing is morecontrarie to | 
loue (whereof all the husbands ations ſhould fa- 
uour) than to be burdenſome. The ſchole-maſter' 
that ouer-rasketh his ſchollers, ſhall ncuer make! 
themleame well. The King that ouerraxeth his| 
ſubies,ſhall make them poore, and himſelſe ha- 
ted ; ſo ſhall che husband weary his wife, and dif. 
grace himlſelfe, Longing roo heauy commande. 
ments vpon her. re ler good huf- 
band put away this rigorouſneſle, and by modera- 
tion in his commandements, make his authoritic 
calie to be borne, and his wife chearctull in ſubic- 
ion. And this is gentleneſle in the matter of di- 
region. 

The ſame vertue muſt be vſed in the manner of 
commanding. Vhen neede requireth that ſome|4* 
commandement be giuen, ic muſt not be imperi-/ ;, 
oully preſcribed, in the heate and extremitie of  « 

ing and inforcing words, but witha ſweere 

inſtinct of kindneſſe (as the head doth mooue the| 
members of the body) with louing perſwafions 
and familiar requeſts. Indeede, if the wiſe will 
needs try maſterics,and ſtriue tocaſt of the yoke of 
obedience, ſuch her diſtemper makes itnotalone 
lawfull, but needfull alſo, tor the husband (with 
good wordsand behauiour,not bitter,not raging) 
t5 ſtand for his authoritic,cuen ſome-whar ſtiffely 
and peremptorily profeſſing, that he will haue his 
vill in things Lavell, Burt this courſe would bee 
Y ſeldome | 
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ſeldome vſed,and that alone in matters of ſome im- 
nce,that may be worth ſo much carneftnes, 
viſually and in moſt caſes, the quieter way is the 
' more comfortable,and the more husbandlike. It 
is moreſafe,and as honourable, ſubduing a rebel. 
lious Citic by treatics of peace,with good and fa. 
uourable conditions, than by the battery of ordi. 
nance, and the fierce dint of ſword : ſo,that huf. 
band doth with moſt praiſe and happineſſe,fubdue 
his wiues paſſions and diſobedience,that can effe& 
it by faire mcanes. Yea, ſhe muſt ſhew her ſelfe a 
very monſtrous and vnwomanly woman, that be- 
ing aſſaicd by intreaty,wil nor yeeld. Authoritie is 
like to the Arts of Logicke and Rhetorike,which 
preuaile moſt, when they are in ſuch ſort vied, as 
they be leaſt diſcerned ; and therefore in ſpeaking, 
they muſt be carcfull to conceale themſclues ; for it 
| is deliuered as a great part of Art,to hide Arr. It 
|preuentsrefiſtance,when he requeſterh,that might 
inioyne: there is nothing roſtriue for,when a man 
1 doth not(as it were)vaunt of his authoritie : thin 
are alſo beſt done,when the will is allured, rather 
| than the body compelled.” If thou ſtand it 
highly,and come with, You ſhall, and 1 alot 
you , and you were as good you did, and you 
(hall know that I am maſler , and the like big 
| words, the heart will goe againſt that, which the 
hand performeth,and thou ſhaltbe inwardly difli- 
ked, though obeyed in ſhew; and if obedience 
1come not from the heart, how can it laſt long ? 
The way then to preuaile with leaſt burden to the 
inferiour,and toyle to the ſuperiouryis with mild 
wo ids 
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words to wiſh this or that, rather then with impe- 
rious phraſes to enioyne it: for moſt natures are 
much more cafily *perſwaded than compelled. 
(Men that ride horſes, haue a wand and a ſpurre 
borh:bur they chuſe rather roſer forward the horſe, 
with the ſound or touch of a little whiske, than 
with the neſle of the iron ſpurre; they pro- 
ceede not to ing.till the beaſt be cither reſtic 
or tirie; and i irie doubdleſſ ſpurring doth more 
;harme than good; ſo ſhould the husband gouerne 
(his wife, by alluring her to accompliſh his will 
with (7 a infinuating termes,rather 
thanwith open and expreſſe(much more thanwith | 
violent and cager)commandings, vnleſſe perha | 
he haue met with a woman,that is more than ordi- 
narily varuly. Our Sauiour Chriſt himſclfe doth 
[moſt an end beſcech his Church, though with 
\moſt right hee might command ir. Lerthehuſ 
band imitate that beſt husband,and beware of, Do 
itor you had beſt; and you ſhall wherher you will 
'orno; and I will hauc it fo, if it bee but rocroſle 
you. Ono, much more comely for an husbands 
mouth are theſe words,Good wite ; I pray you; let 
it beſo; I intreateyou z doe me the ki ro 
doe this or this. Doubcleſle in croſſing, a man ſhall 
'croſſe himſelfe moſt at length : for violent things 
'areneuer of long continuance. And ſo much Sr 
the practice of mildneſle in direing the firſt parr 
of gouernment. 

t muſt be likewiſe exerciſed in recompencing, | tewards and 
both good and bad a&tions : for the good,when a| [75/47 mu#be 
reward is giuen,it muſt be gently giuen,and in be.| "79% 
| YA ſtowing 


OE 


mr” A Bride buſh. Caar-n2,] 


| {towing any gift vpon a mans wife, he muſt doe ir | 
ina kind faſhion; ſo that the manner may grace ; 
the matter,and make it more pleaſing : for there is | 
a kind of cutredneſſe ſometimes vicd in _ < 
'good things, and doin rnrnes, whic 
ner ni retre dnryers away the com- 
hpet chem, If any one pay the worke-man his 
| wages witha grumbling language, and an heauy 
dull countenance, this vnwillingneſſe and ſower. 
'neſſe ſhewed in the payment, is almoſt as diſcon- 
tentfull ro the workeman,as fa good part of the 
| ſhould be detained : fo if a man doe with 
a kind of churliſh countenance, and grudging 
' manner of carriage giue his wife any thing, 
ſpeak words in lues faire enough,but grum- 
'blingly, and furlily vttered, I ſuppoſe, that moſt 
women are little afteed with ſuch kindneſſes, and 
that —_— as _—_— youu turne, as 
recciue it wit raiding ſpeeches, with tart and 
raunting CO hat ing them inthe teeth 
with their coſtlineſſe, or ſuch like. Whereforeler 
'notthe diſtemper of thy paſſions, ouerthrow the 
 fruitof thy kindneſſe; and make not things fweerte 
in themſclues, to become bitter, by mixing thy 
gaule and ſplcene with them, Bur chiefely gentke- 
 neſſe muſt thew irſclfe, when neede requireth, that 
bad deeds be required cither with reproofe or cor. 
're&ion : for there it is ſo much the more needfull, 
| by how much the actions themſclues are leſle plea- 
| ſant in themiclucs ; and therefore will leſſe brooke 
the admixture of any bitterneſſe with them, And 
for reproofes; ficſt, the vertue of mildneſſe muſt 
ſhew 
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[ſhew irſelfe in regard of the marter of reprouing, 
and alſo the manner: for the marter,in not finding 
fault with cuery trifle that one ſees amiſſe, nor chi- 
ding for cuery infirmitie. Wharſocuer fault isnot |;,1%7 ay 
of fomewhar a groſle nature,or elle done in ſfome- ſor every inf 
what a preſumptuous manner(and ſo would rend |. 
tothe indangering of the wiues ſoule,or annoying 
ofthe peace, & welfare of the family,ifſhe ſhould 
{not heare of the ſame ſomewhat roundly) that 
muſt be paſled by in filence, either withnone, or 
halfe a word. That happy effect of loue which con- 
fiſteth in paſſing by wants and weakeneſles, is ex- 
ing neceſlary towards ſtrangers, much more 
thoſe of the houſhold, moſt of all betwixt 
the neareſt couple of the houſhold. Charitic is in 
this ſenſe a great couer-faulrt. Ir willſee none bur 
where they be. Many itwill ſce and notſee, and 
not ſpeake of. It never ro ing, 
but with a willing vowilli e. This vertue 
ſhould moſt abound in this ſocietie ; and therfore 
alſo this effect of it. Here the exampleof our Lord 
CT — 
and vertuous husbands. He (huts his eyes (atter a 
fort)and will not ſpie outall his Churches infirmi- | 
ties, He doth not marke extreamely whar is done 
amiſſe: ifhe ſhould,who were able to abide it? He | 
knowes ſhe is bur duſt and is aſſured,that ſhe can- 
not but offend in many things: yer he puts itvp 
gently for the moſt parr, not ſo much as checking 
'her,vnleſſe ſhe proceede to ſome wi'fulnefle in {in- 
ning, All you good husbands, heare his carriage, 
and goe you and doe likewiſe: conſider you bee | 
Y 3 marched | 
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matched with women the weaker veſſcls. Thinke 
how many faults your ſclues haue.lt they alſo haue 
ſome, wonder not that they be ſo many,bur mo 
that they be no more z and therefore ſtriue with fi. 
lence ſo much as is poſſible, and where it is lawfull 
to be filent(<rz.in common weakeneſlcs and infir- | 
mities) ro worke their amendment. Men goe not 
ro the Chirurgion for cuery ſcrat of a pinne,or for 
cucry or pimple that ariſcth about them, 
Small ſoares wil of themſclues without dreſ- 
ling, a medicine will but anger them, and make 
them worſe. Doubrtleſſe in this marrer, it is farre' 
more ſafe to be defetiue,than to exceede. To be: 
ſomewhat purblind in ſeeing faults, is leſle dange- 
rous,than to be cagle-cyed. In ſuch neareneſſe and 
| inwardnefle of converſation, it is impoſlible, bur| 
that diuers wants ſhall offer themſclucs to bee 
ſcene. And whoſocucr will hunt after them, and 
pric for ther(taking occaſion for cuery (light mat- 
ter,to drawforth the plaiſter of a reproote), ſhall 
make hiniſelfe much wn ſo ſhal 
himſelfe liuc in perperuall diſcontentment, and 
| dbutlirtle quiet to his wife. This will make 
conceiue (and that truly not without cauſe) 
| that hee loues her not much : hence their afteRi- 
| ons cannot but warpe andchap, ill all bee full 
diſſention. Bee not therefore cxtreame nor rigo- 
rousinthis matter,bur as a mothers tenderneſle of! 
louedoth cauſe, that ſhe takes no norice of divers 
lictle deformirics in herowne child : ſo ſtand thou 
affe&ed to thine owne wife. Pray to God againſt 
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bur pertie wants, andnaturall ordinary weakeneſ- 
neſles, neuer take notice of, neuer reprooue. Let 
her cloſely perceiue that thou doſt (but wilt not) 
know them; thine vnwillingneſſe to ſee and re- 
| toſceand re- 


ue,ſhall make her more willin 
Gn Bur an cuer-lowring _ cuer-chidin 


husband will make more faults than would be.a 
compell his wife to be farre worſe, than her owne 
difpofition would otherwiſe worke her vnto. 
ore bee not alwaies chiding,ynlefle thou 
wouldeſt hauc thy wife to be alwaies naught: for 
louer-frequent reprootes can bring forth nothing 


” 


butdiſdaine and fullenneſſe. 

aine,forthe manner of reproving ; when it 
ismoſt needtull,ir muſt be =y gentle. The words | 
and geſtures vſcd to prefſe a tault vpon the wiues 
ry muſt bee mild and amiable, ſuch as 
breath out Joue and pitic both at once. A reprofe 
'muſt be applicd as a plaiſter, noe with rating, bur 
with moaning. It can hardly be auoided cuen in 
thebeſt,bur that this medicme ſhall be neceſlary,; 


yet the husband muſt ever remember, to vie no 
more roughneſle,than is fit to his owne fleſh. Re- 
proofes of themſclues (as it were a potion) goe c- / 
nough againſt the ſtomacke : weneede not by our | 
birecmetle make them inore loathſome/as you | 
by a foule and vnſightly cup. The mothers render- 
'neſſe would bee vicd in this caſe ; ſhee giues her | 
child worme-ſecde to kill the wormes, bur withall | 
,fayſons to tole downe the worme-{cede: fo ſhould | 
/a man reprehend to reforme the fault, bur with 
| great lovingneſle of phraſe and countenance to 
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with vilifying and railing words; with a fiery look, 


| ſweoren the reprehenſion. No patient was cuer 
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et ſo facke aad deſirous of health, that he could be' 
waded to drinke a potion ſcalding hot : nay, 
ſcarce the moſt hungry man that is, can endure to 
catacaudle ſcerthing off the fier: that which burnes 
the lipps,will never find admirrance into the ſto- 
macke,be it neucr ſo wholeſome a drinke other. 
wiſe, Ir is _ _ wary" if it _ 
care (as I may fay) wi raiding and di 

i ſcofiesand mockes 


full rermes,with bitter taunts, 


anda ſparkling eye; with a exaltation of 
eemmend demeanure of the body;irwillneu 


gaine etothe hearr. 

neſſe,the declaration of ones ſorrow for his fault, 
defire of his good, care of his amendment thatis 
reprooucd;theſe be the things that frame the will 
to accept of an admonition, and doe — 
the kindly working thereof. Iamnot agai 
wholeſome of reprouing, and that 
ſharpeneſſe of rebuking, which in ſome caſes the 
Lord himſelfe commands: but this may well ſtand 
without bitternes, without that violence of words 
and , and without that fierceneſle againſt 
which we ſpeake. A thing necd not bee key-cold, 
_ irbenot ſcalding hot; there is a _— 
middle betwixt theſe rwo extreames. The prouerd 
tells you, there is difference enough berwixt ſta 
ringand winking. An admonition is then health- 
fully ſharpe and carneſt, when a man in much 
olaineneſle of ſpeech, and ſtrength of reaſon, la | 
open the greatneſle, abſurdiric, danger ot the {1n, 
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'rious. 1 was verily afraid to deliver my mind,as 
concerning the lawfulneſle of an husbands _ 
(ſuch a medicine. But I confidered, that wee mul 

\notconceale a needtull rruth,for feare of inconue- 
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inforcing the conſideration of theſe points, vpon 
the parties conſcience vehemently,and with ſome 
ſtirring: bur yer till pirifully, with a declaration 
of more ſorrow than anger and of griclc for his 
ulrand danger, rather than diſpleaſure againſt 
his perſon, Such carneſtnes husbands muſt be al- 
lowed to vſc;for coldnes wil hinder the working of 
medicines. And in one word ; let a man remem- 
ber to make his reprootes ſomewhat warme, bur 
not ſeething hot. And this is mildnes in reproofes. 
But how if need require, that a man exceede the 
6h of ſpeaking, and that the greatneſſe of the 
tcompell ro ſome actuall correRing, perhaps, 
__ lowes? muſt a man vſe gentlenefle in 
king,as well as in ſpeaking ? I anfwere : Yes, 
and chat much rather alſo : for the birrereſt pills 
had need to be fwallowed with ſome ſweet ſirrups. 
'Whefefore firſt let it be a mans gentleneſle to for 
\beare blowes,rill ſuch extremities require them,as 
lformerly mentioned, in telling the parts of an 
husbands power : yea, till more than one or two 
repetitions of ſuch extremities, doe cuen hale and 
[extort them from him.Nothing but neceſhtie will 
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\make a Chirurgion ſcare and cauterize. To ſtrike 
ones wife,is to make an inciſion into his own fleſh. | 


entler meanes haue been vicd, and for any other 
ule,but thoſe that be moſt intollerable and noto- 
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\niences that by miſconſtructions and peruerſe ap. 
plications may be made to follow from it{ Doubr. 
| [0 many a mans calc is ſo deſperate,that there is 
no other remedie; and to forbid one vſe that,thar | 
God allowes in ſuch caſe,l confeſle I dare nor. Bur | 
withall, I would haue all men diligently to confi. 
| der,with what cautions weallow him to proceede 
'thus farre : vnleſſe for groſle and exorbitant finnes | 
 obſtinately perſiſted in, and againe and againe 
commirted,after diuers admonitions, and much : 
 wairing,and much praying,we dare notallow thee 
to ſtrike thy yoketellow. It thou wilt take our! 
| words for thy warrant,take them all, andnot ſome 
| alone,and be dirc&ted by them as well as licenſed. | 
| He that treating of Chirurgery,ſhewes the need- 
 fulneſſe of viing an hor iron ſometimes, doth no- 
thing patronize the cas > pp Chirurgion, that 
delights to burne mens fleſh, to make him Worke; 
;or that flies to this extremitic without due cauſe. 
He thar faith, it is lawfull co put men to death in 
ſome caſes,doth nothing iultific the bloudines of | 
tyrants,that will __ men vp foreuery ſmall mat- 
ter: ſoncither can this point that we deliuereda- 
| bout the lawtulneſle of ſuch ſeueritic in ſome caſes, 
|bea iuſt apologie, for the mad violence of thoſe 
 tyrannous husbands, with whom there is but a 
| word and a blow, and which vſe their wiues in 
; morerude and rough manner, than a man ought 
| to vie his flauc or bondman. Such outragious hul- 
bands are worthy to bee hifſed out of the ſocieties 
of mankind. Vho is not aſhamed to ſtrike a wo- 
man ? Nature tells vs, that the ſexat was not made 
ro 
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tobe the obic of fierceneſle and revenge. Wher- | 
fore I ſay againe: loathed andabominable be thoſe | 
husbands,as baſcly and vnnaturally impotent and 
violent in their paſſions, that lay about them for 
ſmall matters, and fig'\t for that, for which they | 
ſhould ſcarce be allowed to chide. Ifthe wife but | 
forget alittle buſineſle; if ſhe but tarry alittle lon- | 
erin mo__ of her neighbours than hee thinks 
tz if ſhe but anſwere him a little angerly, or fo 
forth; the fiſt is vp,or a cudgell ſnatched,and ſhee 
muſt little leſle then finart and bleed. Thou mad 
and mankind bedlam, who taught thee to bee fo 
cowardly tyrannous towards fo neere a perſon, 
| h an vnderling?Wearſt thou not put beſides 
thy ſelfe,and the vic of thy reaſon, with theſtrengrth 
of paſſion, it were impoſſible, that thou ſhoul 
forget at once, all the rules of humanitie. Is ſhee 
not a woman? a wite? thy bed-fellow? the mo- 
ther of thy children? partaker of thine owne name? | 
and the one halfe of thy felfe 7 O monſtrous rage, | 
for any thing(but a monſtrous fault) to lay blowes| 
on her,that giues thee her ſelf to enioy,and beares/ 
thefruit of thy loynes in her wombe. Abſtaine 
therefore from ſuch rigor, but vpon the frequent 
and vrgent committing of ſuch Cole and vnſuffe-| 
rable wickedneſſes, as may pleade for thee, that 
[hou art not to be blamed, becaufe neceſſitic had 
'nolaw. In other caſes to ſtrike, is madneſle, not | 
\mildneſſe ; and farre be the hand of an husband, | | 
from being an inſtrument of ſury againſt his wite. | 
Bur if necefſitic inforce a man tofirike, becaule| 
both the faults committed by his wife,bee in their | 
4 mat- | 
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matter hainous and vnſuſferable,& her manner 
Ammmiſt | committing,preſumpruous and wiltull, ſo that 0. 
rr ara © | thermeaneshauc in vainebeen vſed to her amend. 
rethat be | ment,yet in ſuch ſortalſo mult he ſtrike her,as it he 
i brwfe. | were faine to ſtrike his owne hart, with demonſtra- 
tion of much backwardnes, loathnes & vnwilling- 

nes,& with ſuch a gricued coun nat 
behauiourand lamenting words,as may well wit- 
nes,that he takerh no pleaſure in fuch corrections. 
There is great difference berwixrt the carriage ofa 
tender-harted(though reſolute) Chirurgion,com- 
ming to cut off the arme ofhis patient(becauſe the 
whole body muſt elſe periſh), and of a valiant foul. 
dier inthe field,fighting with his foes,and cutting 
oftheirleggs and armes. An huſbands demeanure 
in ſtriking,muſt reſemble the former of theſe, & be 
farre vale the lattzr. The teares in his cies,and the 
_ of his very face _—_— flowing from the 
reaking of his ſoule, becauſchee is put tro ſucha 
burdenousenterprize,muſt depoſe for him,that his 
hart is the hart ofa tender louer,though he befor- 
ced for atime, to vic the hand of an enemy. Haue 
you never ſcene a mercifull Iudge, condemninga 
wilfull murtherer todeath ? hath he not made his 
| words and geſtures witneſſe, that he was of Gods 
| owne mind,nothing delighted with y death ofhim 
 thatdieth: Hath henotſhewed forth moſt pirifull 
| countenances, & giuen moſt gentle exhortations, 
| whenhe paſſed the moſt hard and irreuocable ſen- 
| tence.ſo and no otherwiſe ſhould an huſ band take 
' in hand tofight with ſuch a gricued carriage of bo- 
dy,with ſuch melting and lamenting ſpeec _ 

lu 
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ſuch euident proteſtations and demonſtrations of 
|his loath mind,to vic a weapon to her ſmarr,that is 
fodeare vnto him(burt thathee cannotchuſe,conſi- 
dering her perperualland acherwilc irreformeable | 
wickednes),and with ſuch kind and carneſt intrea- | 
tics ofher,to compellhim no more to thoſe fo vn- | 
leaſing courſes, that the ſoule ofhis wife may ſee J 
Fim beating himſelt,in _— her, and may be in-} - 
forced to acknowledge,that al the faultwas in her- 
ſelfe,ro force him to vie ſuch forcible meancs of a- 
'mendment to her. But fora man in a mad rage in 
thevery frantick fitof his wrathful diſtemper,with 
afierce voyce, and a keene countenance,to leape 
ypon his wite,asa Maſtiffe on a Beare,js a thing fo 
farre mnbeſeeming the gentleneſle of a louing hu: | 
band, that wharſocuer her fault were, which moo- 
ued him to ſtrike,it cannot bur be a notable fault 
ofhim,o ſtrike in ſuch a rude faſhion. A man may 
by Gods bleſſing, that the wand of correCti- 
on willdriue folly from a womans hearr,as well as 
froma childs,ifthe be a child in vnderſtanding;bur 
[chisis, if his furious manner of vſing ir, doe not 
hinder the fruit ofhis owne doing, by procuring 
more hatred. Otherwiſe no queſtion but thar | 
word of the Apoſtle lames (ſhall prooue a truth to | ſames 1.20, 
the worlds end, the wrath of man ſhall nor fulfill | 
(the righteouſneſſe of God. And thus you ſee, in 
what things an huſbands mildneſſe mult be exer- 
ciſed. And fo alſo you haue a ſufficient direQion | 
torhim in the matter of gouerning the firſt part of 
hisdury: wee muſt now deſcend vntothe ſecond 
part,which is maintaining of his wite. 
| L 3 Cuar | | 
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| 
| 
Of maintawing ones Wife. | 


ofhis Church hath been in nothing| 

wanting to her ſpiritual welfare,but! 

doth clothe her with the pure and 

white linnen of his owne rightcouſ- 

neſſe, and with the rich and precious graces of his 

ood ſpirit,whereby ſhe is all glorious within, as 

| the royall Princeſſe the Spouſe of Salomon attired: 

in gold and needle-worke : So muſt every good 

tw wa Ir T ww of all _—_— 
29 26s! ry comforts for this preſent life; for attire and 

rm oe neceſhrie and Cclight, that ſhee may hes 


ſomerbing9 | chearefullanda well-contented life with him. Be- 


fore a mandoe allure awoman into c 
of life with him for his owne ——_— wore, 


\ conſider of meancs to maintaine both himſellc 
and her,that their liues may indeede be comforta- 
ble: for bow itſhould ſtand with loue and dutie, 
'topull ſo neare a companion into the troubleſome 
fellowſhip of miſery and want(that ſhe ſhall have; 
cauſe ro remember with anguiſh, and abhorring, 
'the time of their firſt acquaintance), I cannot in! 
reaſon conceiue,nor I thinke any man clſe.Doubt- 
lefſeitis a mans wanton paſſion that ſpurres him 
torward, to runne blindfold into this eſtate, and, 
\notthe good hand of God leading & calling him 
| vnto it, valcſſchee bee this way furniſhed in ſome! 
| meaſure. 
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{ meaſure, with things fit to maintaine the charge 
ofa wife and tamily, When the Lord by his good 
allowance goes betore vs, and wiſheth vs to follow 
him into any eftare,he is fo ſuitable to himſelfe in 
all his courſes,rthat he giues vs wiſdome to looke 
before hand,that we haue all things neceſlaric in 
ſome degree,to pertorme the durics of this eſtate : 


any courſe,they make vs runne headlong after our 


owne apperite, not troubling our ſelues with any 


ſuch wite and ſerious and pertinent confideratt- 
'ons. Ithinke theretore I may fay,that the Lord is 


;authorrono man, of wedding a wife to miſeric 
anddiſtreſſe. Before he doe call him ro marry,he 
'will ler it appeare vnto him in reaſon, how(ar leaſt 
|by thediligent painefulnefſeof his hand) hee may 
yeeld ro his wite a comfortable living in mar- 
'tiage. Not but that a poore man alſo may haue 
bothneed of marriage,and alſo allowance to mar- 
rie: for God forbid thas violence ſhould be offered 
tothe conſciences of thoſe of meaner eſtate,by lay- 
'ingfucha ſnare vpon them, as if they mightnor 
lawfully enter into Matrimony, becauſe they bee 


+ Bue this wee fay ſtill,that they muſt haue 
lome honeſt calling and will and abilitie to walke 
in the ſame fairhfully, thatreaſon may tell them, 
. through Gods bleſſing, there ſhall bee ſomething 

gotten to maintaine a wite,though nor richly,yer | 
lufkciencly, and according to that ranke. For ir 
was neuer Gods meaning,that all ſhould be rich, 
neither yet would hee haue any beggars,that be- 
= penurious through their owne folly, raſh- 

nes 


es, 


| 


'but when our owne paſſions thruſt vs forward into | 


pn 
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nes,or idlenefle. Surely that counſel! of Sx/omoen, 
whercin he dire&erth aman firſt to preparc his bu. 
(fineſſe in the field, and after to build his houſe, 
\multalſo bee pertinent to the point wee hane in 
/hand,thatfirſt,a man arc how to maintaine a 
wife, and after take her to him, to build yphis 
houſe : otherwiſe the old prouerb wil prooue true, 
Thar bare walls will make giddy houſe-wiues. Let 
not any man,throughdiſtruſtof Gods prouidence, 
deny himlelfe the benefit of Godsordinance,when | 
his ncede requircth it, {or the ſubduing of other-; 
wiſe vaſubduable paſſions : bur remember the 
words of the Apoſtle, that it is better ro marry, | 
thanto burne. Neither yet let any man ſocafiy 
\condiſcend to the defires of his owne heart, as ha- 
ſtily to aduenture on matrimony, till he haut vied 
all other due meanes of repreſhng ſuch paſſions | 
 (watchfulneſle abſtinence, praying, faſting,and all 
|carneſt oppoſitions), when in reaton hee can giue 
'no ſufficient anſwere to this demand(if his wite or 
(her friends ſhould propound ir to him,as they wil, 
[if they be not foolith),how ſhould we doe to live, 
' when we be marricd ? I know that the ouer-couc-: 
rous deſire of elder people,doth many times ſtand: 
too much on ſuch marrers, and cares not to thruſt! 
mage vpon miſerable inconueniences, yea, 
miſchiefes, through an vnbelceuing diſtruſt, and| 
camall feare of pouerty. And1 ſee on the other 
hand, tharthe younger are apt to caſt themſelves 
vpon ſuch rockes,for want ofa duc conſidering of 
ſuch matters, as make; them oftentimes to make | 


Cu aÞungs 


mw—_— of peace and quictneſſe, and a good 


conſcience | 
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conſcience roo, Wherefore let a due and indiffe- 
rent courſe be followed here. Thou mayeſt pleaſe 
God ina poore eſtate, and mayeſt affoord a wife 
comfort in a meaner condition of life : bur ill 
ſomewhat there muſt bee to liue of, ſome calling, 
ſome trade,Jome labour ſomething that may pro- 
miſe,that which God promiſeth to thediligent, 
viz.tha on wares ariſfied _ bread. Sorhis 
a rtof a mans ts 
derchee bene ade 5 nw 9s 
wife tothe poore caſeof the ſilly hen,thar thenlike 
hath her neaſt to ſecke, when ſhe ſhould lay her 
e. And(after the contra ofmarriage)hee 
muſk fill continue to inlarge his mind with theſc 


thoughts,often —_ to it, that his wife ma 

wantnothing needfull tor her. Is itnor a ſigne of 
an improuident head, when the goes naked, 
and is halfe hunger-ſtarued > Surely wee may ſa 

well that there is but little wiſdome in the head, 
that rakes no better order for the bodies content 
and comfort. And doubtleſſe one may with as 
much truth conclude, that there is as lirtle loue 
and wiſdom in that husband,who(to ſaue charges) 
regards not how miſerably his wife doth live with 
him, or (for feare of being poore, by vſing whar 
God hath giuen him), will force a pouerry vpon 
himſelfe without cauſe ; and make his wife at leaſt 


needy(as it were)whether God will or no. Where- 
fore let each husbands heart be conuinced, that it 
is his duty to allow his wife all conuenient mainte- 
nance, and not to thinke himlſelfe fo abſolutely 
Lordofall, bur that his wife muſt alſo cnioy the 


Aa com- 


nance, 


—_ 
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comfortable vſe of all. & is wed the good huf. 
wiues praifes.that ſhe doth giue her portion to her 
G1 on ſhall the hushand boo to her, 
than ſhe' (ſhould be to her maid-ſcruants? Yea,it is 
ſaid.chather ſcruants ſhall not neede tofeare the 
cold of winter,becauſe they are clothed with dou-] 
ble attire,and ſhall he ſuffer her to be in feare of the 
cold of winter,or any other like miſcrie,for want of 
due Uothing, and other proulſion > Doubtleſſe 
brethren it ought not ſo to be.No heart is able to 
iuſtifie (before God,and irs own ſerious conſidera- 
tions)ſuch careleſneſſe, or ſuch niggardice. Nay 
rather,we muſt all rake counſell of Salomon in this 
caſe, who ſpeaking(it ſcemeth)ro the huſband, 
minds him of his duty with this n— . 
ing,Gie her of the fruit of her hands. You wil Gy 
perhaps, that Salomon ſpeakes of good huſwiues, 
that will take paines and vie diligence : but your 
wiucs are idle and ill huſwiues. Ianſwere, that 
would be loath to pleade the cauſe of waſte-goods, 
and ſlow backs, that giue themſclues to idleneſſe 
and miſf-pending. Bur firſt I ſay vato thee, take 
heed that thou beeſt not a ſlanderer of thy yoke- 
——_— ſecking to iuſtifie thy niggardice, with 
caſting falſe imputations of idlenefſe and vnhuſ- 
witelines vpon her,as I am ſure many a man doth, 
Is ſhe nor Fly pis ſhee nor weake ? hath ſhee not| 
breeding and bearing,and looking to thy children 
to imploy her ? are theſe no workes? is this no ſer-; 
uice muſt ſhe ouer and aboue yearne her living, 
and make account of her getrings * and ſhall ſhee 
be intwitted with id] if ſhe do norzThou 


— —_— 


| 
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heauy burdens,and fo vntrue accuſations vpon thy 


becomming her vniuſt accuſer, and her rigorous 


| re wiues backe ; and aſh 

z and aſſure thy ſelfe,that now 
Rethkanboum to God fora Jouble Fu - one 
for denying thy wife her fit allowance: another for 


tack-maſter, But ſecondly I ſay vnto thee,it ſhe be 
not ouer-huſwifely,what hath been the cauſe of it? 
hath not thine hard vſage diſcouraged her ? hath 
not thine vnreaſonableneſle put her out ofhearr? 
wilt thou tire a body with ouer-hard exaQtons, 


and make then vnable to doe any thing, through 
gricuing and lamenting atthine boggilbneſlgnd 
then complaine, that the is idle? will neuer 


brooke theſe wicked and hard proceedings of an 
op towards _ ” In Bins 
| our of hi » by giuing outſuch tri- 
ecxcuſes Wherefore turne thy | denar an back 
to Salomons words, and giue thy wife of the fruite of 
(ber hands,that if ſhe be painetull,ſhe may be incou- 
raged tocontinue,ifnot,ſhe may be induced to be- 
| $n,and that her heart may not prompr her with 

t deſperate obieftion, As good play for no- 
thing,as worke for nothing : for what cuer ſhe do 
orſaue,thou art almoſt ſtill in one tune. Bur wee 
[muſtalſo dire& the huſband in this parr of his du- 
'tie-by ſhewing him three neceſſary things: firſt, 
the mealure, Rcondly, the manner ; thirdly, the 
times and ſcafons of this his allowance. For the 
firſt,rwo things muſt meaſure out her expences, as 
well as his owne, and thoſe are his place and his 


an vnreaſonable man, and afilſe accuſer, to lay Gl 


meanes,ſo farre as his calling requireth, and his a- 
TY : bility 


| 
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mans allowance | extend his coſt in attire, and other neceſſaries for 
his wife. Not cither of theſe, bur both theſe, muſt 
bee aduifed withall : for ſomerimes a mans place, 
in regard of his bloud or birth, or fun&tion in 
the commonweale, would well brooke more than 


eſtare(perhaps by ſome croſle, 
by ws ca former ons ry the 


place,ought to keep in the rereward(for one foole 


thriftleſneſle of his predeceſſo ed lower than 
itrneeded to haue been) will well ſuffer. Here now 
it ſhould be a finne in a man,to ſtriue to maintaine 
his wife to the vemoſt of his place, and a ſinne in 
nn 2 ws for if God doe 
| Naomi of tormer b s.ſhe muſt willing- 

» + bo wenn of goem. 1a let rr 
name of Naomi goc. Indeed the wealthieſt in any 


in this caſe according to the prouerbe, will make 
many), and all ſhould learne to equall cthemſc! 
with them of the lower fort: but the pooreſt in any 
lace,ſhould(moſt of all)take heede,of ow. 
ging ſhew of abundance, when they haue li 
tle; yea rather,by abating ſomewhat of that their 
place would call for ; they ſhould helpe to prouide 
timber,as it were,to build vp the decaied places of 
theireſtate: for this let euery man be ſure of : the 
backe and the belly are the worſt borrowers, for 
they will never repay, all is loſt that they owe to a- 
ny man : but they be the beſt lenders,for they will 
neuer arreſt a man, nor exa& a | 


t, allis 
clearely giuen and qained, that is borrowed from 


= 


them. Againe, ſometimes a mans meanes can 
beare 
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beare the coſt of farre exceeding his place, God 
ing encreaſed his wealth, beyond the common 
condition of thoſe of his ranke; as many a Yew- 
man is farre wealthier, than ſome luſtices of the 
Peace that dwell neare him : yer neither here is ir 
hwfull for him to lay it on vpon his wife,accor- 
ding as his = would demon he muſt mode- 
rate his abilitic by his place: for doubtleſle, one 
principall end of the difference of arrire, is to re- 
preſent the differences of mens callings : and cuen 
as in cating, a man muſt not fill his belly, accor- 
ing to the fulneſſe of the diſhes that ſtand on his 
table, and according to the ſtore and varietic of 
foode prouided; but proportion his food to his 
Gadoced to his health. So for atrire alſo, a 
man _ not frame his _ wt the _-_ 
| that is in his t make it ſuta- 
bleto thecallin and ———_ the Lord hath 
ſer him, I confeſle,that thoſe which in any ranke 
areof the moſt wealthy, may be more abundant, 
than thoſe that in the ſame ranke are more penu- 
rious =? yet doubtleſle ir —— - 
mendable for them,to giue a paterne of due parſi- 
monie and ode to goe before others 
inco{Ulineſſe : becauſc of the danger that may in- 
fue;through-the vnwarrantable imitation of ſome 
that willbe a II not reaſonable), 
but they muſt ſtill remember to containe them- 
ſelues within their places, and not to make often- 
tation of their moo! Os raiſing themſclues _ 
eras if a man ſhould goe vpon ſtiles, to make hi 


"EOS 


body ſeemeraller. Now according to theſe rules 
| Aa 3 muſt 


. [ner,and that muſt be moſt willingly, chearcully 
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muſt cuery louing huſband affoord his wiſe that, 
that ſhe deſires. She muſt be made an equall 
ner of y which God hath given to both, and i 
owne vnderſtanding will her (as the 
hath ir)to cut her coate according to her | 
muſtnot be ſcanted by ni ice z neither muſt 
the huſband deny her, her lawfull libertie. But if 
her fondneſſe anq vanity bee fuch, that ſhee will 
needs exceede either one or both of theſe, cicher 
| going an hunting aſter the faſhion, or vying with 

ome other(as vndiſcreere a body as her x Aurel 
ſhall be fineſt, or the like : then doubrleſle the ay. 
thoritie and diſcretion of the huſ band, muſt ſound 
retraite to her pride and lauiſhneſſe. He muſt nei. 
ther weaken his owne eſtate,nor diſcredit his owne 
name,nor giue an offence to other, nor ſuffer her 
ro pull reproach vpon ner ſelfe, and miſery 
her family,by ouer-pranking her carkaſſe, or ouer- 
muchcare to fariſhe a ſwecr tooth, and a diſorder- 
ly appetite. 

You ſee now in what quanritic the wiucs allow. 

ance muſt be giuen. Conſider alſo in what man. 


_— ; before ſhe askerh,he muſt anſwere,and of- 
fer ſhe requeſt. The greateſt commendati-) 
bn of a gitr,is the giuers chearefulneſſe and the ſu- 
reſt ſigne of chearctulneſſe,is ſpeede and expediti- 
on. One gift quickly and willingly beſtowed, is 
worth renne long waited for,and (by violence 

importunateentreaties)extorted atlaſt. Our Sa- 
uiours exceeding prompneſſe,to giue all ſpiritual| 


things vnto his Church,nauſt be a pattcrne ro hul-| 


_ _ > I > > Bom 


bands | 


+ lrieis an habir,that frametha man to giue with eaſe 
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bands of the like promptneſle, ro beſtow neceſſa- 
ries on their wiues. Loue is bountifull, and boun- 


and with facilitic. We ſce in what faſhion the head 
and heart, doc communicate the vitall and animall 


'pirits vato all the members of the body, The paſ- 

berwixt, are alwaies open, and there is no 
neede of violent drawing for the matter,they flow 
willingly, and of their owne accord, Doubtleſle 
in ſuch ſort ſhould the louing huſband communi- 
cateall things vnto his wife ; and if obſtrutions 
grow berwixt the head and body, to hinder ſuch 
conuciance of ſpirits betwixt them, we know that 


: <q barmpuc ter will inſue in the body: ſo muſt 
family needs grow very (icke, md ill at caſc 

when the conuciance of bounty betwixr the buſ- 
band and wiſe,is hindredor ſtopped vp. The Scrip- 
[wrefairh,char if the Lord doe giue his fonne for 
1s,how ſhall hee not with him giue vs all things ? 
maynotwe fay likewiſe, that if the huſ band giue 
himſelfe to his wife how ſhall he not with himlelfe 
'giveheralſoall other things? vnleſſe perhaps hee 
account himſelf leſſe wav, than other things,and 
[therefore is willing to giue himſelfe, vnwilling to 
gue other things. The vngratious whore-maſter 
is ouer-franke to the lewd woman thart pleaſeth | 
'hiseye : ſhe may command his money,to the con- | 
ſumprion ofhis eſtate,that he may the berter com- | 
mand her body, to the deſtruction of both their 

foules. Shall not an huſband ſhame to begrudge 


his wife things comfortable,when neither his ſtate 
ſhallbe impared, nor his ſoule endangered os 


Cu _- — - 
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ea,let thy deſire of gratifying her (without 
yea,letthy gratifying any 
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? O let maatrimoniall loue bee as able to com. 
mand liberality,as whoriſh and adulrerous affe&i- 
ons to procure prodigalitic. Let not thy wiſe be 
forced to begge intreate, and beſccch, and | 
craue,and(by many and importunarte ſutes)to bat- 
rer downe the walles of thine — 
her words can enter to obtaine her dcfires. It isa 
—_—_ where none — 47 

except it be forciblyprocured. Yea,rather let her 
ſpeeches find ys. mn ro entertaine 

as the gates of rhe Citie to receiue friends. Lether 
not as it were wreſtle with thee, to pull things fir 
for hexout of thine hands,as if a man were to wreſt 
weapons out of Samſons hands, or(rather)as if one 
were to beate water out of a rocke, Bur let her firſt 
word preuaile, let herhalfe motion be ſufficient ; 


motion)ſcrue the turne, to make thee 

ling to ſhew thine owne loue, and to nouriſh hers. 
Doe to her as God to his Saints, and willingly 
and abundantly giue her all things to enioy. And 
this doe,both whileſt you liue togerher,and at thy 
deceaſe alſo, if irfall our, that thy ſelfe depart this 
world firſt. For ſo (which is the third thing I in- 
rended to ſpeake of)there are two ſeaſons,in which 
the huſbands bounty ſhould declare it ſelfe : the 
ficſt,during life : theſecond,after ir. 

The loue of an huſband muſt nor die before him- 
ſclfe,nonor with him: bur the effects of ir muſt ſur- 


[uiuc him,and when himſelfe is departed, his boun-| . | 


ieftawent, \the band © their matrimony is extended to the' 
| bounds 


tie muſt be twith her, cuen after death. As 


— Cn ——_— — — — 
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bounds of their naturall lite, ſo maſtthe pratice 
ofliberalitic. Some huſbands be rich in kindneſſe 
towards their wines, for a moneth or two,or fora 
yeere or two : buttheir loue is ſoonechanged in- 
toaſlight eſteeme of their wiues,by reaſon of ſacie- 
ie:and fo it ceaſeth ro bee able to yeeld forth the 
fruites ofa liberall maintenance. Let it notbe ſo 
with any of you, Letnot your younger times vp- 
braide your elder, with hauing been berrer than 
they. All vertues ſhould grow in the growth of 
yeeres,and chiefly charity, and charitic toa mans 
wilcmoſt of all. The more ſeruice ſhe hath per- 
formed,the more comfort ſhe hath affoorded, the 
more ſonnes and daughters ſhe harh crauelled for ; 
the more abundant ſhould his affe&ion be to her, 
andthe more open his hand. True vertues will 
ſtrengthen themſclues by exerciſe, and they bee 
none other than countertcirs, that grow weaker 
and weaker,ril at laſt _ not atall to be found. 
Ifones liberalitic towards his wite be ſincerely ver.. 
twous,it muſt needs bee conſtant and encreaſing ; 
and the longer he hach ſhewed,the more ready hee 
muſt needs be to ſhew,becauſe he hath taken plea- 
ſureand delight in ſhewing it. Bur as 1 ſaid alſo 
it muſt ou-laſt death. VVhE a man is now to leaue 
this world, he muſt not leaue the care of his wife, 
but remember in the diſpoſing ofhis goods,to be- 
th ſo ful a part to her,as may make it appeare, 
the thinkes not himſclfe wholly dead, fo lon 

as ſhe the one halfe of him)is aliue. His loue muſl 
notdiſgracet ſelfe in the cloze of al. Friends ſhew 


es, 
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ifhe bee a rrue friend: elſe what allowance hee 
gaue her all his life time, ſhallnot ſo much com. 
mend him,as his niggardlines in the concluſion of 
is life will reproch him. It may well be thought, 
that what he yeelded then,was rather for _—_ - 
ry ſake(in louc of his owne credit, or through 
meere importunitie, and reſolution to take a 
whileſt ſomewhat was ſtirrin range am > 
to his wife, and true deſire of her comfort, if in this 
laſt a& he be not ſutable ro himſelfe. Lerno man 
therefore bequeath to the world a teſtimony ofhis 
owne vnlouing affection to his wife, by making his 
ueſts to her ſcant and ni y. Ifſhe be not 
an woman, a true wite, how can he thinke 
that the children of her body be his ; if ſhe be, can| 
he forget the roote, and remember the branches? 
pete we Dy —ns doth the Scripture command 
me to leave my witc a portion,when I die? 1 
anſwere;ſo ofcs you . of a dowry, ſo oft you 
| haue proofes of this point : for the dowry was 4 
portion for the wiues maintenance, what cuer 0c- 
caſion ſhould fall out. And when Salomon faith, 
- | Gine her of the fruites of her hands, doe you think he 
 meaneth,ſo long as he liueth onely > Muſt ſhe not 
be thought to haue intereſt into a liberall portion 
athis death alſo,ſceing her neede of things doth 
\notend with his life > Bur in very deede the diſpo- 
firion of many huſbands in this caſe is notalone 
blame-worthy,burt alſo moſt ridiculous. Were it 
,ngt thatthe prouiſion of ioyntures, and ſuch like 
,ynalterable conuciances , doe tie ſomething to 
2) AT > bee very poore at "ny 


| 
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onto their children, cateth vp the loue of their 
wiues;and in remembring roo much that they bee 
fathers chey torger almoſt,that there was awite al- 
{o,by whole meanes they were fathers. Therefore 
all is accounted roo little that the children have, 
all roo much that the mother of thechildren hath. 
The obie&tions of men in this caſe are fond and 
frivolous. 1 ſce(faith one) that widdows miſſ be- 


and ſpend what I haue laboured for? I anfwere, 
Doſt not thou ſee alſo, ſome wiſe and diſcreete 
widdowes that fo match themiclues, as their huſ. 
bands kinred receiue credir, and their huſ bands 
children benefit by their ſecond huſ bands ? wby 
then wile thou miſtruſt thy wife without cauſe ? 
and thinke that ſhe will prouc fond and vndiſcreet 
with ſome, not wiſe and prudent with others? Is it 
nota wrong to ſuſpe the worſt by another, with- 
outa cauſe > But I anſwere againe : Sceſt thou not 
as many young men and women play the vnthrifrs 
and waſte-goods,as widowes married to vnthrifts' 
and waſte-goods? ſeeſt thou not as many da 
ters for their portions fake, miſf-married as wid | 
dowes?ſhall a feare of thy wiues ill doing, hinder 
thee from ſhewing thy loue to her, rather than 
eare ofthy childrens to them > To the fruit ofthy 
wines body thou arr ſo charitable, as ro hope the 
beſt: why ſhouldeſt thou notbe ſo ro her, whoſe 
fruit they be? Wherefore learne thou ro commir 
future things to Gods providence. Hee that will 


ceaſe of their huſbands. Their ouer-fond affeQi-| 


ſtow themſeclues,and fo ſhall fome vnthrifts come, | 


trouble himiſelfe about what may be done by his 
Bb 2 wife | 


Oy. — — 
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wife or children when he is dead ſhall ſhew a great 


wiſdome. y duty to both accor. 
ding as loue, and the bonds of matrimony doe 
ebes vnto both,and let God diſpoſe of both, as 
ſeemes good to him. It ſhall be one meanes of pro. 
curing his bleſſing, if(ceafing to vie ſuch ſuſpicious 
forecaſt) thou ſecke to do his will, and pur thy con- 
fidence in his goodnefſe, to order thy wile as well 
as thy children. Be therefore mindtull that thou 
art an huſ band,as welas a father,and leaueſt a mo- 
[ther of thy children, as wellas children ofthy bo. 
dy ; and ler thy wife, cuen after thy death,cnioy 
ſuch apart of thy ſubſtance, as that ſhe need not 
ſtand beholding ro her children (that in all reaſon 
(hould haue them beholding to her) and that ſhee 
may liue as becommeth the widdow of an hul- 
band of ſuch an eſtate. Neither let thy wiues infi- 


+ ny xy the praiſe of too much | 


nuations make thee ſparinger to thy children than 
is fit; nor letthy fondnefle ro rhy children, 

thee more regardleſle of thy wite than is fit : but be 
ſurcas thine eſtate is,toler her haue wherewithall 
to live like a mother,they like children : for doubt-| 
lefſe the wife hath wrong, if her huſband doe not 
prouide fo forher,that the children ſhall want oc- 


ca{ion to deſpiſe her in her age. 


mans peculiar duties alſo, whercin you ſec how 
long I hauc been,and that tor two realons: firſt, be- 
caule more is required of him,to whom the greater 
preeminence 15 giuen: and ſecond] , becauſe his 


And thus at latIam come to the end of the|. 


<=" are more hurtfull, as the diſcaſes - = 
| 1 
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head, and the vnframedneſle of the maine wheele 
of the clocke. But now I proceede to declare the 
wines dutie alſo, requeſting the women amongſt 
you,to attend now with your beſt diligence. 


Cuare, XIV. 
of the wines pecultar duties. 


ama of He wiues ſpeciall duty may fitly be re- 
| [8 ferred to two heads : firſt, ſhe muſt ac- 
IOFR knowledge her inferioritie:ſecondly. 
TEL ſhe muſtcarry her ſelfe as an inferior. 


ſufferher ſelfe.to be conuinced in iudgement, that 


band is her berter by farre),without which it is not 

flible there ſhould be any contentment,either in 
bh hart,or inher houſe. Where the woman ſtands 
termes of equalitie with her huf band(much 


[pon 


more if ſhe will needs account her ſelte his berrer) 


| roote of all good carriage is quite withe- 
rr ou the fountaine thereof vrterly dricd vp: out 
otplace,out of peace; and woe to thoſe miſerable 
alpiring ſhoulders, which will not content them- 
ſelues ro rake their roome below the head. Who. 
loeuer therefore doth defire or purpoſe to bee a 
| good wife,or to liue comfortably,ler her ſer downe 
this concluſion within her foule : Mine huſband 
'is my ſuperiour,my better :he hath authoritic and 
[rule ouer me,nature hath giuen ir him, having fra- 
med our bodies torenderneſſe,mens to more hard- 
Bb z neſle; 


Firſt then, euery good woman mult 


ſhe is not her huſ bands equall (yea, that her huf- | 
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neſſe ; God hath giuen ir himſaying to our firſt] 
mother Ewah, T hy defire ſhall be ſubiedt to thine huſ.. 
band,and he ſhall rule over thee. His will 1 {re to 
bee made by God the tie and tedder,not of mine 
a&ions alone,bur of my deſires and wiſhes alſo, l 
will nor ſtriue againſt God and — my 
finne haue made my place redious, yet will I ſure 
confeſſe and hold the truth : Mine huſband is 
ſuperiour,my better. Vnleſle the wife learne this 
leſſon perfe&tly, itſhe haue irnotwithour booke, 
and at herfingers ends (as wee ſpeake), ifher very| 
heart doenot inwardly and thorowly condeſcend 
ynto it, there will bee nothing berwixt _—_ but 
wrangling,repining, ſtriving, anda conti . 
ing . be equall with him, .- aboue him rand 
ſhall cheir life be nothing elſe but a very barrell, or 
a trying of maſteries,a wotull living. And ſomuch 
the rather ſhould the woman yeeld the truth of 
this point,by how much ir is more plainly proued 
by the word of God: for fo ſufficient, euidentand 
vndeniable is the manifeſtation of Gods wil inthis 
—_— nothing but mcere wilfulnes can op- 
e it ſelte againſt ir. Iris obſtinacy,not i 
——_ zand is peremptorineſſe of pride andto. 
mack,not the weakeneſle or inſufficiency of iudg- 
es el 
ment,that cauſeth any woman to make any queſti- 
{on of this truth,vz. that her huſ band is the ſupe- 
riour,ſhe the inferiour. Is he not termed by the 
Apoſtle in this place, the wines head : What can 
that metaphor import bur an cuidenr ſuperioririe? 
is ſhe nor required to be ſubie& vnto him How 
can that be demanded ofany bur an inferiour?Lit- 


dle| 
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tle it is that may be ſaid to the contrary,yer ſome- 
thing wilfulneſſe will haue toalleage. I am (thin- 
keth ome woman) of as good birth and parts as 
himſelfe, perhaps better z my wealth, wit, paren- 


him; and why ſhould I count my ſelfe his inferi. 
our,to whom I am no way interiour in gifts or ſuf. 
ficiencies? Firſt, I ſay vnto thee O woman, that a 
womans chieteſt ornament, is lowlinefle of mind, 
which ſhould cauſc her to maintaine in her ſelfe a 


ties. Selfe-loue is a v iall Iudge, and caſil 

ouer-prizeth things Tag tw ſclfe. Ra not _ 
__ much to ones owne opinion of him- 
elfe, feeing that the knowledge of our owne 
wants, is one moſt commendable part of our 
knowledge: But let vs grantfor the time, that in 


ing,more readinefſe of ſpeech, more dex- 
teriticof ——_— affaires,and whatſocuer other 
good qualitic may be incident ro-a woman); yet 
inderſtand for anſwer,that ſo may thy ſeruant cx- 
ceede thee as much, as thou doſt him. Hath not 
many a ſeruant in the houſe more wit and vnder- 
fanding(and oftentimes alſo more grace roo)than 
maſter and dame put both together? yer loath 
would the wite be(I thinke)that the ſeruant ſhould 
denic both herhuſband and her ſelfe the name of 
betters. Know then,thara man may be ſuperiour 
in place and power to one,to whom he is inferiour 
in gifts and Gdiiencies;and therefore know allo, 


tage,before I mer with him, did equall or furpaſſe | 


meane account of her ſelfe,and of her owne abili- 


1 


gies thou art his better; hauing more wit and vn-| 


char thou doſt wickedly abuſe the good parts bar 


| 
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God hath giuen, in fecking thence to a 
thine huſbands ſuperioritie ouer thee : and berter| 
were it for a womanto be of meane apc 
flow wit, andeuery way ſimply qualified (fo that 
ſhe can put vpon her the ſpirit of ſubieRion), than 
ro be adorned with all the good qualities of nature 
(for thoſe of grace ſhe cannot haue,ſo long as her 
pride is ſo predominant, that it willnor ſuffer her 


to ſee and confeſle this truth),and be made 
ſelfe-conceired ; aw her huſband. ore 
O thou wite,let thy beſt vnderſtanding be to vn- 


derſtand(that,thatmakes for thy peace),that thine 
huſband is by God made thy gonernour and ru- 
| ler, and thou his inferiour, to bee ruled byhim. 
Though hee bee of meaner birth,and of lefler wit, 
he were of no wealth, nor account in the 
world,before thou didſt marry him: yet after the 
ying ofthis knor,God will haue thee ſubie, and 
thou muſt put vpon thy ſelfe a willingneſſe to con- 
teſle thy ſelfe fo to bee, If thou demandeſt, what 
reaſon is there for that?I anſwer, there isno reaſon 
in that perſon, that cannot ſee reaſon to ſtand to 
Gods appointment,in the ordering of higher or 
lower places. Haſt thou any religion in thee, if 

thou ſec no reaſon in this reaſon ? ſeisfir it ſhould 
be ſo,becauſe the Lord hath fo appointed. This 
{duty had ſo much more neede to doe prefied; be- 
caule,though it be ſo plaine, as it cannot be deni- 
ed,ycr it is withall ſo hard, that it can hardly bee 
yeelded vnto : bur vnleſſe the iudgement bee truly 
| informed,and ſoundly conuinced of this point,the | 
| will and affeftions will neucr be kept in good or- 


der| 


—— — cc_w_ Cr nt nee. uw_—— 


CC 


Cuar.14- A Bride-buſh. 


der.ſet it downe therefore as a concluſion, not ſo 
much as once to be called into queſtion, My huſ- 
band is my better, 

Secondly,the wife being reſolued thather place 
isthe lower, muſt carry her ſelfe as an inferiour : 
for it boots lirtle to conteſle his authority in word, 
ifſhe framenort her ſelfe ro ſubmiſſion in deede. 
Now ſhe ſhall teſtifie her inferioritic in Chriſtian 
manner, if ſhee practiſe thoſe two dutics of reue- 
rence and ſubieion, which are appropriated to 
the place of inferiours. Firſt for reuerence, the 
wife owes as much of that to her huf band,as the 
children or ſeruants doe to her : yea,as they do to 
himzonely it is allowed, that to her it be fweetned 
with more loue and more familiaritie. All inferi- 
ours owe reuerence alike,neither muſt the wite be 
ſo erroneouſly conceited of her place,as if ſhe were 
leſſe bound to reuerence her hut band,than are the 
reſt ofthe family : this alone is the difference, ſhe 
may bee more familiar, not more rude, as being 
more deare,notleſſe ſubie& than they. And this 
reverence of hers muſt bee both inward and out- 
ward: firſt,the heart of the wite muſt be held vnder, 
inwardly, with a dutifull reſpe& of her huſband ; 
ſhe nar regard him as Gods deputie,not lookin 
to his 4 bur to his place; nor thinking fo 
much who and what an one he is, as whoſe officer. 
This the Apoſtle ſtrictly enioyneth, ſaying, Let the 
fe ee,that ſhe feare her husband : as it he had ſaid, 

all things let her moſt carefully labour not to 
faile in this point of duty : for ifſhe doe, her whole 
carriage otherwiſc,nuſt needes be rude and vnbe- 
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ſeeming. Now you muſt know, thatthe Apoſtles 
meaning is to preſcribe a feare (not ſlauiſh,but lo. 
uing)ſuch as may well ſtand with the neareſt vnion 

is to bee ſecne betwixt Chriſt and his 
Church. This feare of the wife is, when(in confide- 
ration ofhis place)ſhe doth abhorre and ſhunne ir 
as the greateſt euill that can befall her, next to the 
breach of Gods commandements,to dilpleaſe and 
offend herhuſband. We ſtand in due awe of Gods 
Maicſty,when we loath the breach of his comman- 
dementand gricuing of his ſpirit, as the a 
ofalleuils: and the wife doth oy feare herhuſ- 
band,when nextto the former euill,ſhe ſhuns the 
(diſobeying, gricuing and diſpleafing of herhuf- 
band,who is next to God aboue her in the family, 
Such regard muſt her heart haue of her head, that 
it may keepe her hand and tongue, andall from 
diſorder. A man fcaresa Beare,leſt he ſhould doe 
| him miſchiefe, and this feare is alwaics ioyned 
witha deſire of the ruine & hurt of y thing feared. 
Bur the reuerence of inferiours, is a feare mixed 
with louec,that rather flicth from the offence of the! 
huſband,than from any hurt to be recciued from! 
him. I know this is not cuſtomable among the 
greatcr number of womenzyea,they ſcarce eſteeme 
1ta ſeemely or a needfull thing that it ſhould bee 
fo: yea,they care as lictle for their huſbands, as 
their huſbands for them; nay,they doe altogether 
deſpiſe them, notregardin 4 ws An be plea- 
ſed yea orno: and ſome( inſlead of obſeruing)haue 
[nuerted the Apoſtles precepr, cauſing theirhul- 
—_ to ſtand in feare of them, —_—_ | 
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and vnwoman-hood,doth track the way to the har. 
lots houſc, giuing all wiſe men to vnderſtand, that 
ſuch rude creatures cither haue,or would,or ſoone 
wil caſt of the care of honeſty,as well as ot loyaltie. 
But if thou wilt euer proouca vertuous wite,take 
much paines with thine heart, to make it ſtand in 
awe of thine husband,and know,that God hath not 
for naught giuE the former preciſe caucat vnto wo- 
men.As a woman growes in this inward reſpe&,ſo 
may ſhe looke to ger the better of all other infirmi- 
ties:as ſhe is careles herein,ſo ſhall ſhe be peſtered 
withal other enormities. Vhere the hart ſets light 
by any,the words and ations will becontempru- 
ous:if the fountaine be muddied with contempr,ſo 
ſhal the ſtreames alſo.But how ſhal a woman bring 
herheart to this regardfull diſpoſition. I anſwer,by 
looking through her huſ band to God the author 
of marriage,and purring her ſelf often in mind,not 
ofhis deſerrs,but of ordinance. If one conſi- 
der an inferiour officer(in himſelf)he cannot ſome. 
times bur diſdaine him for his meaneneſle and cuil 


| |qualities:ithe conſider him as the Kings _ 
hich is 


truſted with a part of thatroyalauthoritie w 
originally in che Prince)his great reuerence to his 
Prince, will produce alſo ſome reuerence to his 
officer tor his I yum is to = wite the 
image and glory of God. power that is giuen 
to bm, is Gods originally, and his by 
pointment, Looke not therefore on the gitts and 


qualities of thine huſ band,bur his and 
know heencenantoar cod him 
but that the contempt redoundeth vnto Gods dif- 
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honour,who hath ordained him to be thine head , 
ſo if religion haue ſeaſoned thine heart with the 
feare of God,thou ſhalt feare thine huſband aiſo 
for his commandement ſake.Bur as the wiues heart 
muſt be affected with this louing feare,ſo muſt her 
outward carriage alſo ſauour thereof, and ſhew it 
The winer \foorth,and that in two ſpeciall things. Firſt,in her 
== — words ſecondly, in her geſtures and behauiour, 
'Firſt,wbeaſbe |Her words arc either to himſclte in perſon of him 
ſpeakes tome. \ehind his backe,or to others before him. All muſt 
/haueataſte of reuerence.Firſt,her ſpeeches to him- 
felfe,muſt neither be curtcd, ſharpe, ſullen, paſſo. 
(nate, techy, nor yet rude, careleſſe, vamanner. 
ly, and contemptuous; bur all ſuch as carry the 
"4 of feare vpon them,teſtifying,thatſhe well 
conſiders,who her ſelfe is, and ro whom ſhe ſpea- 
keth. The wiues tongue toward her huſband muſt 
neither be kecne nor looſe ; neither ſuch as argues 
rage nor negle& : but ſauouring of all lowlineſſe 
and quierneſle of affetion; that ifanother —_— 
ſtand by and heare them, hee might perceiue, 
(though he knew not otherwiſe)that theſe are the 

words of an inferiour to her better. Looke what 
[kind of words thy ſelfe wouldeſt diſlike from thy 
ſeruantor childe,thoſe muſt not thoudare to giue 
vnto thine huſband: for the ſame duty offeare is in 
| the ſame words,and in the ſame plaineneſſe com- 
| manded to thee,that vnto them.Herein $4744 once 
| faulred,ſhee was aloft and in the boughes(as wee 
 Geneſ.16.5, ſpeake),7 hou doit me wrong (ſaith ſhe), and God bee 
| tudge betweene me and thee. Herein alſo Rachel offen- 
| Grneſ:30.1.3, mes came to her huſband fuming; and in a 


| pelting 


| CHAP. 14s A Bride.buſh. | 
| pelcing chafe,muſt needs chide with him for chil- 
| dren,ſaying, Cre me children,or elſe I die. Thou 

lacobloued Rahel renderly,yer(you know)he could 
not brooke this rudeneſſe without anger (for his 
wrath was kindled) and hee ſaid, _1m 1 in Gods 
\place,that hath denied to thee the fruit of the wombe. 
Herein alſo CAticol, Saules daughter and Davids 
wife(though a Queene) yet was much out of the 
way; for thee came ſcofting and flouting ro the 
King her huſband(a thing of the two,leſſe tollera- 
ble than wrath and rage,becauſe it ſhewes a more 
allowed contempt), and, How glorious (ſaith ſhee) 
wes the King of Iſrael this day,gc. When her huf- 
band in her conceir(though not indeede)had car- 


ried himſelfe fomewhar vnfirting]y for the place of 
a King : ſhee cannotrell him of it in good and re- 
bpeiue faſhion, bur with a birrer taunting muſt 
needes breake a ieſt vpon him. Theſe examples 
[tend to ſhew,how ſubie& women are to dilreue- 
[rent paſſages of ſpeech z and withall how loath- 
ome and vnwomanly they be : yer for all theſe ex- 
amples and warnings,we want not women (if the 


name of a woman be not wronged,in giuing it to 
| fuch ſhameleſle creatures) that chaf _ ſcold 
| with their huſbands,railing vpon them, and reui- 
| ling them,and ſhaking them vp with ſuch termes, 


as werenothing ſufferable rowards a ——__ | 


towards a ſeruant. Staines of wo ind, ble- 
| miſhes of their ſex,monſters in nature, botches of 


[thefamily,rude,ſhameleſſe,graceleſſe,next to har- 


\lors,if not the ſame with them. Let ſuch words 
leaue a bliſter behind them,and ler the canker cat 


| Cc3 out 
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outſuch rongues: and what remedy an huſband! 
ſhould vſc for ſuch a feſtring ſore, wee deliuered 
you before if patient forbearing and admonitions 
will notbring themto reformation,let the words 
of Salomon be hearkned vnto,a rod is for the fooles! 
backe: and ſtrike a ſcorner. Why this | 
(hould be limited with any limitation nndiag to 
(afe-gard,aſcornefull, fooliſh, graceleſſe woman 
from the execution of it: I can verily ſee no reaſon; 
neither(I thinke)can any man render any. But be- 
ſides theſe notorious women otherwile ver. 
ruous,muſt be content to be told of afault in this 
behalte. They can ſometimes take vp their hul- 


bands with quicke ſpeeches ſharply _ w =. 
w 3 


can ſer them downe ſhort with a cutted 
and weary their cares with tumultuous brawling, 
[s this ſcemely for a Chriſtian woman? ſhould a 
daughter of Sarah geuerne her tongue no berter ? 
Why wilt thouteach thy children tobe rebelli- 
ous,and ſhew thy ſeruants the crade of fwellingfu- 
ming and rudenefle > Thinkeſt thou that ſuch be- 
| haujour is not infeftious? Shall not they vic it to 
thee,when they ſee thee vie it to thine huſ band? or 
is it more tollerable in them to thy ſelfe, than in 
thee ro thine head ? Set not thoſe of thy family ſo 
bad a coppy ; teach them rather that reuerent and 
durifull carriage, which thou wouldſt have them 
| practiſe tothy ſelfe: for bee ſure the woman ſhall 
make her ſclfe vile,that ſers her huſband atnaught; 
and thoſe that abuſe their ſuperiours, doe but im- 
| Iden their inferiours, to pay themſclues home 
| with the like abuſe, Yea, doc not you good wo- | 
. men 
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_ alone forbeare theſe fumiſh ſpeeches, ſauou- 
ring of paſſion, which cannot ſtand with reverence, 
bur beware alſo of words,that through their ouer- 
familiarneſle , may bewray contempr,ſceing the 
rouerb ſaith true, that roo much fainiliarity will 
'breede contempr. I told you before, that it was 
the priuiledge of a wife(becauſe ofher deareneſſe) 
that ſhe may be familiar : but yetI haue obſerued 
an exceſle of familiarneſſe,that in my conceite de- | 
ſerueth ro be blamed : for why,itſcemes to bewra 

aforgetfulneſſe of reucrence and inferioritie. A 
woman of ſixty or ſeuenty yeeres old,could be wel 
content to haue her married daughter (now made 
the mother alſo of children) to be familiar with | 
her; yea,ſhe defireth her familiaritie, and would 
not hauc her ſtrange : but yet ſhe could not chuſe 
burcount it ſtranger than all trangeneſle, if her 
daughter ſhould ſpeake to her in ſuch a familiar 
language as this, Good Beſſe, or = Nel,or good |. 
Meg, oe fuch or fuch a thing forme. And why | * 
then ſhould a woman beare her ſelfe ſo ouer-bold 
'ofher huſbands kindneſſe, as to nick-name him 
with thoſe nick-names of familiaritie, Tow, Dick, 
Ned, Will, Lacke, or the like, as I haue heard good 
wiues do;but(I confeſſe)wirth a manifeſt diſtaſting 
oftheir ruderiefſe in that behalfez for could a wo- 
' man ſpeake otherwiſe to her child or ſeruant(if ſhe 
wouldfpeake in a phraſe that ſhould ſhew her ſelfe 
well pleaſed ) than in ſuch kind of abbreuiated 
_ as theſe are?Cerrainly } _ m—_— 
'detem with feare,and thoſe ſpeeches of hers, 
hit ſhew CS" 
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| uants in his fight and hearing, ought nor to bee 


of reuerence vpon them, or elſe they be not allow. 
able. Wherefore let good wiues be taught(in 
ing to their huſbands)to learne of her that 

her huſ band by an honourable name. Leaue Tom 
and Dicke to call thy boy by, and call thine hu. 
band,huſband, or ſome other name of equall dig. 
nitic to that. And thus muſt a womans ton fo 
ordered towards her huſband,when ſhe { to 
him. 

She muſt alſo looke to her ſpeeches direQed to 
others in his preſence,that they be ſuch and fo fra- 
med,as may witneſle a due regard of him. His 
company muſt make her more reſpe&iue of her 
behauiour to any other before him,than otherwiſe: 
ſhe neede to be. Her words to children and fer. 


loud and ſnappiſh. Itſhe percciue a fault in them, 
(he muſt yet remember,that her better ſtands by, 
and therefore muſt not ſpeake but vpon neceſſitie, 
and then vrter that reproofe in a more ſtill and 
mild manner,which in his abſence ſhe mightſcron 
with more roundneſſe.No woman of gouernment 
will allow her children and ſcruants to be loud and 
brawling before her, and ſhall ſhe her ſelfe bee ſo 
before her huſband?whar then is become of the re- 
{membrance of inferioritic > Nay verily this reue- 
rence doth inioyne the woman H—_ when her 
huſband is preſent: I meane not an vrter abſti. 
nence from ſpeech, bur vſing fewer words (and 
thoſe mild and low)not loud and cager. The Apo- 
{tlecommands the woman to be in ſilence, or in 


quictneſle,wherein hee enioynes notalonea p | 
2 


| 
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like,but a generall filence to hold in the houſe and 
other priuate meetings: for why ſhould that place 
| of Scripture be needlelly reſtrained, which is firly | 
capable of a larger interpretation. The reaſon of 
which duty is grounded cuen vpon the conſidera- 
tionof the ewo ſexes. For cuen as youth is inferi-/ | 
onr to age,and tolke rothe aged (that is to 
fay, ſuch as doe fo tarre exceede in 
that in courſe of nature they might be parents vn- 
tothem: for otherwiſe two or three yeeres diffe- 
rence of age doth not make this diſtinion): fo 
likewiſe is the male ſex erred before the female 
in degree of place,and in dignirie,as all will yeeld 
'thatconſider the words of the Scripturein that be- 
|balle;for the woman was made for man, and not 
man for the woman. pes 
God,ſhee is his image and his glory ; andnature 
hath giuen hergher haire for a couering, as a natu- 
rall badge ofthis her inferiority to the man,whom 
allo God made in the firſt place, rhat — 
; make knowne his mind of giuing thar ſex 
thefirſt place. I confeſle,that in di of this 
kind(which are not ioyned with power of ruling 
and obeying),other reſpects may fall our to ouer-| , 
(ballance that difference, which ariſerh from age, 
ifts,or the like. As a younger man may be in | 
tic, an elder man may bec in —_— | 
ſate,and then is this inferioritie after a fort ſhad- 
dowed and obſcured, yet notſo,but that fome re- 
(pe& muſtbe had to it notſo much. And 
lo a woman in other reſpects preferred before a 
man, may in regard of ſuch incident confiderati- 
Dd ons, 
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ons,take leaue to be lefſe heedfull of that inferiori. 
tie,which comes vnto her with her ſcxe, and in re. 
ard of ir(as a miſtreſſe inher carriage toher man 
mm es yer ſtill there muſt bee ſome reſpe& 
had to this difference,which God and nature 
made. And if in any thing this inferioritie bee to 
be acknowledged,then doubtlefle in this particy- 
lar whereof weare ſpeaking(than which there can- 
not bea leſſe,nor yer a fitter demonſtration of it, 
(and which is alſo required of younger people to 
wards their ancients (if other things doeallo a- 
'gree) toabſtaine from many and high words, and 


| 


to ſpeake little and low betore them, Wherefore 
let women cither excuſe chat and loudneſſe in 
youth before their ancients, or in their children| 
and ſcruants before them orelſe let them con- 
demne it in themſclues before their huſ bands; and| 


| this dutie goes againſt the haire,and there are but 
a very few women, that can perſwade themlelues 
ro ſhew their thoughts of inferioritie, by ſewneſſe 
| ofwords : for where is ſuddennefſle of wit,and ſcar- 
citic of wiſdome (as in the greater number of this: 
ſex comparatiuely)there is likely forwardneſſe to/ 
ſpeake,and multitude of words. Burart all times, 
among(t all wiſe folke,the talkatiueneſſe of women 
before men(chiefly their huſ bands,and moſt of all 
| when it comes to loud and earneſt ſpeaking) hath 
gone in the reckoning of a faulr,and a ſigne of ſelt- 
conceitedneſſe and mdiſcretion. Andcontrarily, 
'filence hath been highly accounted of,as a co 
ornament to that ſex,who then are beſt liked, and 


raoſt 


m— 


not alone ſo, but before men in generall. I know| ' 
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moſt worthy to be liked, when they ſhew leaſt lik- 
ing of themſclues, by nor louing to heare rhem- | 
ſelues ſpeake. You know of what woman it was, | 

of whom Salomon ſaith, She is loud and ſtubburne; | 

and againe,She is clamorous. Doubtleſle a ſimple | Pro.7-114 
woman holding her peace ſhal haue more honour, ***** 
than one of more wit, if ſhee bee full of rongue. 
Wherefore let woman-kind learne filence (this is 
one part of the quietneſle of ſpirit commended to 
them by Peter), and ſuffer the due and reuerent e- 
ſteeme of their huſ bands,to worke in them a ſpe- 
ciall moderation of ſpeech, whileſt they bee in| 


|behind his backe, muſt be duritull and ref Que. oooh 


She muſt nor ralke of him with a kind of carelef. | behind bis back, 
"eſſe or llightneſle of fpeech,much leſſe with de- 
'fpightfull and reprochfull cermes. Herein the god-| ?-Pet-3.6- 
ly ba of Sarah is commended toour imitation, 
and muſt be put in praiſe,when ſhe but thought 
other huſband in the abſence of all company,ſhee | 
did reuerently intitle him by the name of »vy Lord. 
If in her priuate ſhe gauehim ſo good and 
rable a title, what ſhould ſhe haue done in compa- 


"I 
| ow thirdly the womans ſpeeches ofher huſband 7*#dyawben | 


————_— 


ny ? what in his owne preſence? whatvnto him- 
ſelfe. So muſt women inure themſclues to ſubmil- 
fiuenes in thoughts and ſpeeches in their buſbands| 
abſence,that they may the better pradtiſe the ſame| 
intheir preſence : for great is the force of cuſtome 
inthis matter. Who would brooke a child ſpea-| 


king —_— and murmuringly againſt his 
owne father,though behind his backe? and ſhall 
Dd 2 it) 
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itbec thought ſufferable | ina wife? By how much 
there is morecertaine triall of her inward affe&i- 
on and diſpoſition in ſuch caſe:by ſo much ought 
(he ro be more atrentiue to her words. Very dread 

force a woman to giue good words vnto her 
buſband, becauſe nenher will he brooke, neither 
doth ſhe dare to doe any other : bur this demon. 
ſtraterh. a Wt conſcionable reſpe&, when ſhee| 


will not allow cuill ry our the huſ band, m 
priuate talke betweene neighbours, for hee is 
[Prince.of che bouſhold, the domeſticall Ki 
Wherefore, though thine huſ band befarre from 
thee,ver ler thy feare of him be preſent with thee, 
; that in mentioning ofhim to others, PRI 
| nota conternpt of him in thy felte, And thus 
awoman: words be ordered —_ huſband. 
Something alſo muſt be ſpoken of her geſturesand, 
countenances,which as well as her words,muſt be| 
mixed with reverence, and haue a taſt of ſeare. 
Boch good and bad diſpolitions haue more waies, 
of vitering themſclues, than by the tongue. Sals- 
| mon ſpeaketh ofan eye thatdeſpiſerh the mother: 
furely then theeye allo of the viſe may be a deſpi- 
fing eye; and her whole behaviour, with the ge- 
tures of her whole body, may proclaime con-/ 
/tempr, though her tongue bee altogether ſilent. 
_ theſc alſo muſtbe looked vnto,that they = 
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not diſcouer a baſe eſteeme of the huſband : and as 
the barre of reuerence muſt hold the rangue fo faſt 
in, that no ſpeeches may haue licence to goe a- 
broad,bur thoſe that are clad in the livery ot duri- 
fulneſſe : ſo likewiſe muſt the other parcs of her 
|body,the eye,the brow,the noſtrils,the hands, the 
feete,the ſhoulders, be kept in ſo good order, by 
the governance of the ſame vertue, that they may 
not prooue As iniurious and barmefull, as almoſt 
the worſt words could doe. To ſwell and pour,to 
lowreand ſcoule,ro huffe and puffe,co frowne and' 
fume,to tume the fide rowards him,and fling away 
from him,in a mixture of ſullenneſſe and difdaine, 
be things that doebreake the bridle of fear, and| 
treaddowne the mounds of reverence fo plainely, 
that farre ſhould it bee from a vertuous woman, ! 
and one that would haue her conſcience beare her 
wineſſe, that her chaſt conuerſation is.coupled 
with feare, ſo much to miſdemeane her ſelte to- 
wards her huſband vpon any occaſion. Theſe rude 
and contemptuous behauiours, are no lefſe vn- 
'comly in an mfcriour, and doe no leſſe diſpleaſe 
anddifcontent a ſuperiour, to whom they are pra- 
; &iſed,than the moſt fierce & outragious 
| would doe. Wherefore as her ſelfe will condemne 
[theſe in her children, or maidens towards her (elf, 
folether by no meancs allow them in herſcltc a- 
| pink her huſband,cowards whom the Lord hath 
bound heras well to practiſe reuerence and feare, 
asanyofher inferiours vnto her. For ſtillit muſt 
be preſſed vpon the harrs of wiues, that familiarity 
allowed them, but no rudeneſſe. And of reue- 
| Dd 3 rence 
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rence,the womans firſt durie,ſo much. 
Her ſecond ſpeciall dutie is ſubieion,of which! . * 
it followeth to ſpeake : now,that hath alſo wo 
parts; thefirſt is obedience to her huf bands com. 
mandements; the ſecond, is ſubmiſſion to his re-/ 
or corre@ions. For the firſt,the Apoſtle 
doth plainely giue ic — ro women,ſaying; 
Let the wife be ſubieft to her huſband in all things, 
What need wee further ? Why is ſhee his! 
wife,ifſhe will not obey him ? and how can ſhee in; 
his name require obedience of the children and 
|ſeruants,if her ſelfe refuſe ro yeeld it vnto him? for 
doubtleſſe ſhe can exaR it none otherwiſe than as 
_—_— a ſubſticute vnder him. Bur the thing: 
iefelfe will not be ſo much queſtioned,as the mea-' 
ſure ; not whether a wife muſt obey,bur how farre 
her obedience muſt cxtend, is viſually called into 
jon : to which doubt the Apoſtle hath yeel- 
| vsa moſt plaine and fatisfaQorie reſolution, 
| ſaying,1n all things in the Lord Obedience(you ſee) 
| muſt be generall alone,ſo that it bein the Lord. In 
| whatſocuer matter a womans yeclding to herhuſ- 
band,ſhall not proouc a rebellion againſt her ma- 
ker, in that matter ſhce is bound in conſcience to! 
celd vnto him,without any further queſtion. For| 
indeed it were better for the huſband that ſhe were 
left at her ownelibertie in all things, than not in 
all _ tied to obedience ; this ſeruice will be 
| troubleſomeand thankeleſſe,if it be not vniverſall.| 
| (To be obſequious alone in things that pleaſe her 
| owne affeftions, is not ro ; hut band,bur | 


| herſelfe. The true touchftone of ——_— a, 
wy | 
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thing commanded that croſſerh her deſires : for 
| what praiſe can ir be,to doe what he bidderh,if ſhe 
| would haue done ir,though he had neuer bidden : 
bur this cuinceth hearty and conſcionable ſubie. 
| tion, when ſhe croſſeth her owne deſires to fulfill 
his ;and chuſcthro doe whather ſelfe would nor, 
becauſe her huſband wills ir. And ſeeing ſhee re- 
(qOuirerh alike largeneſſe of duty from the feruants 
in his name: her ſelfe ſhall bee iudge againſt her | 
felfejf ſhe doe not readily give,what ſhe carneſt] 
looketh to receiue, And doubtleſle it were muc 
[more troubleſome to haue authoritie ouer a wife, 
otherwiſe than fo limited or ſtreirned, than to 


haue none authoritie at all oucr her. If an huſband 


might not command his wite in all lawfull things, 
it were more forhis peace and tor hers, and for all 
the families, that he might command her in no- 
(ing, For ſeeing there is no vmpire ar hand to 
Ceci the controucrfie betwixt them (in what 
_—_ may command, in what nor), the very 
'doubrfulneſſe will make her bold ro gaine-fay in 


any thing,wherein ſhe is not willing other ſelte ro 
obey. Thus more words ſhould be ſpent,and more 
labour and time beſtowed in diſputing the queſti- 
 onwherher in this and this, ſhe be bound to obey, 
than all her obedience may poſſibly be worth. For 
this cauſe the Lord of heauen, whoſc wifedome 
foreſaw, that his authority would bee worth no- 
| thing,if it were not of this extent, hath pleaſed to 
;putit out of all controuerſie, by:giuing him as 
\greata largeneſſe of power as might that his 
Ions nom. prerogatiue of being Lord of _ 
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aboue all, might notbee croſſed and im 


more points, than the lawfulneſle of the thing by 
him commanded: bur this is the onely thing to 
which che wife muſt bend her thoughts. In lawfull 
things ſhee may gently diſſwade, if ſhee perceive 
them otherwiſe inconuenient: but in nothing may 
ſhe refuſe his commandement, vnleſſe it be vnlaw. 
full. Neither yerſufficerh ie,thather obedience do 
reach toall lawfull things, vnlefle itbe alſo perfor. 
med willingly, readily, quietly, chearefully ; with 
out brawling, contending, thwartin 
A good wor may be marred(you know)by an ll! 
mannerof doing it ; as good ſtuffe may be ſpilled 
by thebunger! ing. The wife ſhall vrrerly dif 
grace and di her obedience, if ſheerepine, 
and II__ imparicnt, and ſhew chol. 
ler,and will not,till ſhe cannot chuſe.Necds muſt, 
needs ſhall (faith the prouerb). Thankleſſe is all 
obedience,it ir be compelled : nay,indeed ir isnot 
obedience, if force doe draw alone the outward 
man;and the will it (clfe, doe nor of it ſelfe ſubmit 
it ſelte; ſuch yeeldance declareth no reuerence,nor 
deſerueth any praiſc : bur then is obedience lauds- 
ble,and becomes anote ofa vertuous woman, and 
aduritull wite,when of her owne accord, in a con- 
acknowledgment of her dutic,ſhe comes 
of her ſelfe voluntarily and without vrging; 
as a wel-broken horſe, that ſeemes to haue but 


thereby. I contefle, a man is bound to looke =m\ 


eſoule with the rider,ſo readily doth he ſtop or 
turne,or goe with the hand of him that mouecs the 
idle. Wherefore if you will haue your obedi- 


| 
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ence worth any thing, make no tumule abour it; 
outwardly,allow none within. And thus now you | 
hauc hcard the firſt part of ſubic&ion,obedience;a | 
duty which (I doubr not) ſeemeth hard enough to! 

woman-kind : for it isa yoake laid vpon them in| 
their creation,which alſo fince rheir full bath been 

made cumberſome, and fo they are cuer loath to 
beare it: bur the ſecond part of fubicion is yer 
more hard, and withall equally, ifnot more nced-/ 
full; that is, ſubmiſſon in recetuing reproofes,and 
(if need be alfo) correions from their huſbands : 
as ſhe muſt willingly obey all his lawfull comman- 
dements,ſo muſt the patiently ſuffer all his repre- 
henſjons and correQtions. Is nor this duty plaine- 
lyrequired in thoſe words? Ms the Charch ts ſub. 
wet to Chriil, ſo mnit alſo the wines to their onne huſ- 
bands in enery thing. Doubtleſſe to brook reproofes 
and corre&tions,is a neceſſary part of the Churches 
ſubietion vnto Chriſt : neuther ſhall ir diſcharge | 
itsdury in ſtriving to obcy,vnleſſe where it Faileth, 
itbe content to be chidden and it the failings bee; 
(as oft they bee) palpable, to be chaſticed alſo. 
Wherefore it is impoſſible for women to looſe 
their conſcicnces from the bond of his part of ſub- 
ieftion,vnleſle they could ſhew (which they ſhall 
never be able ro ſhew) ſome other rexr of Scrip- 
ture limiting and abridging this generalirie, and | 
exempring them from ſuffering. Indeed this is an | 
vncouth poinr,and that which ſcarce one woman 
of a thoufand ill grant to be necedfull for her, or 
required of her: for corruptnature hathno more 


ceady meanes of pulling their neckes from vnder 
Ee the 
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the yoke of difficult dutics,than by a bold and craf. 
tie denying them to be duties : but irſhall bee jn 
vaine to cauill againſt cuident proofe. Ir is moſt 
vndeniably plaine,that patient ſuffcring,is one part 
'of ſubietion to authoritic z and theretore ties the 
(conſcience of every woman towards her huſband, 
as well as doth the other parr, (I meanc) obedi- 
lence; withas much ſafery and reaſon may ſhe re. 
(fuſe the one,as the other, what cuer be ſaid to the 
contrary by ſome men alſo, who ſtriue to nouriſh 
women in this error of thinking,that they bee not! 
bound to patience : as if they knew not how off 
;themſclues to bee carelefſe enough of their dutie. 
[Nature is full of pride, and pride aboundeth in 
| impatiency.We would nor ſeeme to be faulty,and 
| therfore-cannot endure to be told of a fault inany] 
faſhion:bur with authoritie to be reprehended for 
tr, which properly we cal chiding,who can brooke! 
| By how much it is more difficult, by ſo much ir! 
| ismore praiſe worthy, VVe muſt not difpence with 
our ſclues in hard and troubleſome ; mr but] 
ſhew that we make more account of God our Ma-1 
ker,than of our ſclues, by bowing vnder the heaui-] 
eſt burdens,and buckling our ſclucs ro the tough-; 
eſt labours,thathe doth call vs vato. And yer pet- 
haps many women may be content to yeeld,that! 
it is their dutic to ſubmit themſclucs to _—_ 
words,and not to thinke ſcorne ro bee chidden by 
their huſbands. Onely for correions,for blowes,| 
here will be a world of gaine-faying,what woman| 
will beperſwaded to thinke, that it is her ay to 
take themarher huſbands hands ? Yet doubtleſlc 
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not herlſelte ro 
feſſe,that the neareneſle of this focietie is ſuch, as 
maketh womento expett al kindneſſc,and nothing 
but kindneſle z and hence it is,that ſhee cannot a- 
way with any thing that may ſauour of mkindnes: 
but if her expeRations be croſſed, and ſheemeete 
with that,that ſhe doth nor looke for:the God of 


heauen (the commander of a generall ſubie&:on) 
will never allow her to caſt oftthis yoake of ſubic- 
ion. I confeſle alſo, thata good wite ſhould e- 

uen promiſe her ſelfe ftreedome from blowes at her 
'huſbands hands: for why > ſhe ſhould reſolue ne- 
 uer to breake forth into tuch exorbitant carriage, 
[as may iuſtly challenge blowes. Bur yer withall 
(ſhe muſt bee of this mind, if mine hut band haue 
uſt cauſe,thorow my rudenefle and vnwitelike be- 


(he cannot ſay,ſhe hath followed the Apoſtles di. | 
reion,of um 979 in cuery thing,it ſhe frame | 
ſubic& alſo in this thing. 1 con-' 


| hauiour to ſtrike me, I will take it well,and ſee and 
[mend my rudeneſſe: yea,ifhe ſtrike me cavuſeleſly, 
and in meere paſſion,[ will rake it quietly,and not! 
(uffer my ſelfe ro breake forth into rebellious and 
(contempruous words and om For this alſo 
[muſt bee diligently conſidered of, that ſome re- 

roofes and corrections are iuſt and cauſctull,cuen 
uch as the faultineſſe ofan inferiour doth deſerue 
andcall tor. Some againc are cauſcleſſe and vn- 
ſt, ſuch as the ſuperiours paſhon and diſtemper 
doth giue,wirhour any faulcar all of the inferiour, 
or any ſo great fault as deſcrueth fomuch ſharpe- 
neſle. Now the former kind of reproofes and 
blowes if the wife receiue,ſhe muſt thanke her ſelfe; 
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and not alone be patient vnder them, but carefull 
alſo to receiuc them fruitfully, making conſcience 
to reforme the faults that haue procured them : for 
to be of ſo deſperate a mind in cuill doing, as to re- 
ſoluc,that chiding & (triking ſhal neuer mend her, 
bur that ſhe will proue worle rather than better by 
ſuch meanes, isa thing that declareth fo great a 
redominancy of finne, as whotocuer nouriſherh 
- ſclte in that reſolution,doth viterly tortcice the 
'name of a true Chriſtian wife. The ſore is vncure- 
\ably deadly, rhat growes ſorer by firplaiſters ; and 
that womans ſoule is ſtarke naught,and fold vnder 
finne,that will waxe more finfull, becauſe (hee is] 
vicd for her ſinnes according to her deſerts. But if | 
any wiſe haue mer wick an huſband fo fooliſh and| 
| paſſionate,that hee will giuc her reprootes or cha- 
| + |Ricementsof the latter kind, yet muſt ſhe deter-| 
| mine to beare them meckely and quietly, without! 
| allowing her ſclte to breake forth into any ſower,] 
| froward and vndutifull bchauiour : for ſhe is tore- 
member that Saint Peter ſaith, woman of a meek 
ard quiet ſpirit is much ſet by of God : and that meek. 
| | neſle and quietneſle 1s not worthy the name of 
| mcekeneſle and quictneſſe, which can onely then 

bee quiet, when no cauſe is offered vnto it of vn- 
 quietneſſe,by hard and vniuſt viage. Aſleeping Li- 
on will not roare,a ſleeping Beare wil not bite: bur 
'rhis is meckencfle to keepe the ſoule calme, when 
paſſions are as it were Rirrea and wakened by 
wrongtull and vniuſt viage. And ſurely Saint Pe- 
ter is plaine in this point z if wee be beaten for our 
'faults,and doe beare ir paticatly,thar,in his iudge- 
ment, 
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| ment,is i<arce praiſe-worthy : bur if we ſuffer for 


well-yoing,and take it patiently,this isa matter of 


true commendation. It muſt be granted to bee a| 


' thing ful! of diſhculty,to c4ure pariently the rage| 
' of a turious iu band, t! 
without cauſe,and carry htmalcite like a mad man, 


1:t will brawle and fight 


and perhaps adde drunkennefle to his paſſionare- 
'nefle,to make him more paſſionate : bur (lill wee 
'muſt remeber,rhar this is no more difficult than di- 
[uers other duties in other agſes required ofa Chri- 
[fianzand that it is no excuſe from our duric in any 
cale to ſay it is hard,and who can do itzGod giuerh 
[liberall wa ges,andtherfore may well call for hard ! 
workes. Moit times women areregdnro thinke in 
ſuch caſes, that they may lawfully rake4zaue ro de- 
m fr6 their huſ bands: bur Pax/ſaithglginly,no ,, 
etnot the woman depart from her hu —o_ 
king of the be!ecuing wite of an vnbelecuing hul. 
band, who no doubr did many of the receiue much 
hard meaſure, & like enoughallſo ſtripes & blowes 
from their infidell huſbands). Wherefore if a wo- 
[man be fo yoked, ſhee muſt keepe herplace, and 
ſhew patience. Itis not forapriſoner to breake 
| priſon at his pleaſure,becauſe he hath mer with a 
rough Iaylor. If God haue made thine houſe thy! 
dungeon,thine huf band thy Iaylor; yerthou mult; _ 


not iceke to make an eſcape, till he deliuer thee 


| 


out that put thee in. You will ſay (perhaps), that 


then a wives caſe is moſt miſerable : I anſwer, that 
tris indeed: but yer no more miſerable than of 
a godly child, living vnder the roofe of a tyranni-| 
call and wickedfather ; and of a godly bond-man| 
| Ee 3 being| 
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being vnder the yoke ofa wicked and furious =s 
| ſter.and of Chriſtian ſubicQs liuing vader the yoke 
of an vnchriſtian and perſecuting tyrant, which | 
yermuſtnone of them ſave themſclues by rebelli.. 
on,nor ſome of them by flight. Iris yeelded, that 
a woman-may herein vic the helpe of her friends, 
'by their meanes to bend her huſband to more! 
mildneſſe; yea, ſhee may craucaide of the Magi- | 
ſtrate,and ſeek to them that muſt rule both in pub-' 
like,to compell him(by fit meanes) to rule her ber-| 
_ in private : but to runne away from him, or to | 
{trike againe, or to chide and ſcold;zthat ſhee may 
notdoc, for that can neuer agree with ſubic&ion 
which God#Equirerh at her hands. Ifit bee ſaid, 
that ſomemenare ſo violent,as the wife may be in 
dangerigſhauc her braines knocked out, and may 
ſhe nor ero dwell with ſuch an one 2 The an- | 
ſivere is : ſhee may decline the preſent brung, but 
ſhe may nor forſake the matrimoniall ſociety : ſhe 
may flic ro the Magiſtrate,and ſeeke ſaferic, with a, 
purpole of returning vpon ſuch ſecuritie : butſhe| 
may not flie quite away from him, with a purpoſe | 
of not returning: for as it isno warrant for a foul-| 
dier to quit his ſtanding,becaule the caſe falls out| 
{o, that hee muſt cither dic or leauc ir, ſoneither 
muſt a Chriſtian in any place depart from his 
_ for feare of death: for how can one ſpend his 
ite berrer, than in keeping the place where God 
hath ſer him,or dic with more comfort,than when | 
he knowes that in looſing his life,:ec ſhall find it, | 
becauſc he chuſeth rather to looſe it in doing his 
utic,than to ſauc it by omiſſion thereof. It any | 
LakC | 
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rake vp the obicCtion of the diſciples on this occa- 
' ion, laying for the womans part, as they did for| 
| the mans vportanocher occaſion, thar then it were | 
| better for a woman neuer to marry ? I anf{wer,that 
[ thinke fo roo, than to marry with ſuch an huſ- 
band. Wheretore it ſhould reach both maidens| 
and parents,great warines in making their choice: 
but when the choice is made, it is cuill redreſſing 
the inconueniences of an cuill choiſe by ſinning a- 
(gainſt God, in impatiency or defertion of rhe 
place. Yea,this one argument of patient bearing 
ſhould be carneſtly preſſed vpon the conſciences | 
'of women fearing God, becauſe there is no ſurer! 
\meanes of winning their huſbands from ſuch | 
fierceneſſe, nor of procuring to themſclues an ex-/ 
cellent meaſure of fauour from God here;and glo- 
'rie hereafter,than by ſuch quict enduring of caulſe- 
lefle hardnefle : for it an vnbeleeuer may be wonne 
from infidelitie ro Chriſtianity by the wiues chaſt 
behauiour vnited with feare;how much more may 
ſhe hope to winne him from vnreaſonableneſle and | 
Violence,to reaſon and iuſtice by the like carriage ?| 
| And doubtleſſe it that follow nor, yer ſhall ſhe find} 
| that Peter did not lay in vaine, A woman of 4 quiet 
| ſpirit is much ſet by of God.But as for the other cour-| 
les of ſetting hard to hard,and reſiſting violence by 
 violence,or of departing from him,with whom ſhe! 
liues ſo weary a life, the former oftheſe ſhall bur 
moreexaſperatchim and God too againſt her,cau- 
fing that ſhe ſhall haue a raging contcience,as well 
as araging huſband ; the latter ſhall leaue her in 
the caſe of one that hath broken priſon, whom the 
| Magiſtrate 
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Magiſtrate will purſue and take,and put him in an) 
__ priſon,with more gyucs after, tha before:{o 
(hall ſhe bring an heauier hand of God vpon her, 
by not accepting the chaſticement wherewith hee. 
pleaſerh to tric her. And ſo you hauc heard the 
durics of man and wife, __ all and lefſe princi- 
pal mutuall and ſpeciall, both to him and alfo ro 

er. Now though I haue been long already, yer] 
[ſhall take leaue ro make ſome vſc of all, bur very 


brictly. 
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Contaming ſome application of all. 


RI Nd firſt,this miniſters a good inſtru- 
Ya KSy cion toyoung and vnmarricd | 
&/K ple, that they doe not vnaduile 

. [ % LIZ ruſh into his eſtate. Arthing of ſuc 

difhiculry (ſhould not be lightly vn- 
derta ken. They ſhall haue their hands fullof duty, 
if they gernot their hearts full of grace, and their 
heads full of wiſdome; they ſhall hind an houſe full 
of rrouble,and a life full of woeg meeting with gall 
inſtead of hony, and grauell in ſtead of nouriſh- 
ing morſcls. VVouldſt thou be married ? Sce what 
wildom,what patience, what gracefit to goucrne, 

or fit to obey, thou findeſt in S ſelfe. Ger thee a- 

gainſt thou come to vic them, or elſe marriage will 

nor yceld thee ſuch contentment, as thine 1magi- 
nation promiſerh, Vaine yourhs grow wanton and 
fall in luſt, and wal! marry before they haue any 


power | 
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power to practiſe, any vnderſtanding to know their 
duties; fo they trouble themſelues, and diſcredir 
their eſtate both at once. Hee thar leapes ouer a 
broad ditch with a ſhorr ſtaffe, ſhall fall into the 
midſt; and he that enters vpon matrimony with. 
out care to attaine great grace, ſhall be mired and 
douſſed in diſquietment and vexation. Letvymar- 
ried people thinke of this and be wile. 
Secondly,I muſt aduiſc all marricd to 
acquainted with theſe duties, and to marke 
ir failings in the ſame. But miſtake me not : I 
would that the wife ſhould know hers:the husband 
his: and both, the common duties. I defire,that 
hey ſhould obſcrue cach their owne,not ſo much | 
others failings. Indeed it may be feared, thar 
divers hearers now will be worſctor hearing, be- 
cauſe they heard amifle. The huſband may per- 
haps ring his wile a peale of her dutie whey: hee 
comes home,and telt her how her faults were ripe 
vpand yet neuer conſider or meditate of his owne 
(duties or faults. Thewitcalſo may likely relt him 
'of his owne at home, when ſhee hart licrke or no- 
thing to fay to her ſclfe. Thus both ſhall be worſe, 
when they ſecke to vpbraide cach other, notto a-/ 
mendeach ones ſelf. Thou huſband diet liſten ar- 
tentively when the womans duries were handled, 
and or td we ans with #e ;fuch a 
rime (he little reverence, obedience. 
Thou wife hadſt the like ts COnceming 
thine huſband : There: hee told him.home- of his 
ac Ir is nor long fince he ſhewed: himſelfe net 


wiſe nor gentle, I would he would ſee to a- 
Ff : % mend! | 


——C 
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mend. Vnwiſe man, vnwiſe woman : why hadſt 
thou not moſt care of thine owne foule > Couldeſt 
thou marke what was good for anothers diſcaſe, 
not whart for thine owne ? Wilt thougrow ſkiltull 
in his way,and not know one foot of tnat wherein 
thy ſelfe muſt crauell : Brerhren,ſiſters,let this bee 
alrered in vs. If thou be a Chriſtian hut band haue 
more care to know that, and be morefrequent in 
conſidering that,for which rhine owne ſoule muſt 
anſwere,than what lics to the accounts of another, 
So doe thou that arta Chriſtian wife. And that 
man or woman that fees not more faults and fai- 
lings in him or her ſelſe than the yoake-fellow, be- 
wraies wondrous great pride, ignorance and hy- 
pocriſie,it hee or ſhe be not matched with one too 
too notorious for ill demeanours.lt the heart were 
well rouched,itowne finnes would bee more prie-| | 
wous,the huſ bands or wiues lefſe. Contend there- 
fore not how ſhort thy yoke-ſcllow comes,burnot 
to come ſhorr thy (ele. Paſſe by the others failings 
more eaſily, bee more cenforious towards thine 
owne: this were to deale as a Chriſtian, even to 
iudge thy ſelfe. Heneuer yer learnt to worke well 
in any worke, that would caſt his eye more vpon 
his neighbours fingers than his owne : neither was 
he euer good ſcholler that would con his fellowes, 
and not regard the taſ ke impoſed vpon himſelfe. 
And that makes huſbands and wiues ſuch ill pay- 
maſters one to another, becauſe they looke often 
what is owing to them, not what they owe.] Coubt 
not butexperience will backe my ſ if I pro- 
nounce, that they bee not the belt huſbands and. 
| wiucs, 
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wiues,which arc heard to complain&much of their 
tellowes defeQts in duric, little of their owne. 

And yetis not this ordinary? Euery man wonld 
bea good hul band,it his wite were not ſobad:and 
ſhe a good wite,were not he ſo exceſſiuely fauſtie. 
All che accuſations, all the iudgings are darted at 
each other. What folly is this > Vnderſtand idle 
man and woman,that it is not the requiring or re- 
ceiuing of duric from others,but rs an 2 and 
performing of whar pertaines to thy ſelfe,thar will 
proouc thee a Chriſtian, comfort thee in tentati- 
on, reioyce thee in death, and ſtand forthee i.1 
iudgement. And yetartthou fo loud, and much 
incalling for dutie,ſo mute and dumbe,and igno- 
rantin yeelding it > Toconclude therefore, know 
thine owne dutic beſt , marke moſt thine owne 
a of duty; then ſhalt thou be free from 
brawles with thy yoke-fellow, if thou bee taken vp 
with paines abour thy ſelfe : and there isno berrer 
meanes of peace in. families, thanthar cuery one 
ſhould learne and plie his owne worke,ſce and la- 
bour to mend his owne faults. Haue you then been 
{borh,or cither vnchaſte, vnlouing,vnfaichtull > re- 
pent both; and ſtraine not curtelie who ſhall be- 
in: bur ler either ſer other a copie of goodneſle. 
if you will needs ſtriue,Jer it be,which ſhall be 

the beſt, which mend firſt. Haſt thou been a foo- 
| onate,yniuſt huſ band full ofbirrer words, 
alſo (which is monſtrous) of blowes given 
cauſeleſly, and in anger, ſeeking and ſeruing thy 
ſelfe alone,and not regarding thy wiues good, fo 
thou mighteſt goe away with thine owne _— 


eee 


—— 


_— | 
Diue not into Her faults,cry not our,ſhe hath been 
thus and thus to me : bur repent of thy bitterneſſe, 
vnthrifrineſſe,folly of all ſorts : confeſle it to God ; 
ch him to make thee a better buf band, that 
wiſe way bce better. Haſt thou been a diſdain- 
|. contem , brawling, impatient, diſcon- 
tented,and diſobedient wife? aske thine heart be- 
fore God,and diſſemble not. If yea: clamour not 
againſt thine huſbands folly, exclaime not of his 
raſhneſſe and hardneſſe; but condemne thy ſelfe 
before,and call vpon God,to make thee feare and 
obey thine huſband as a Commander vnder him, 
Entreathim of mercy to make thee betrer,tharthy 
huſband alſo may be better. Follow the Prouerb, 
and let euery of you mend one,I meanehi 
and contention will ceaſc. Pray for each ones 
firſt,chen for each other. Where you haue offen- 
ded, labour to fee it,confeſle,bewaile ir,and cal for 
er to. reforme, and be nor — _— 
another, but to caſt it our le 
ſhall your loues be ſure, ourhears com rtable, 
your ,your peacea. 
able, your felues ioyfull, your lives cheare- 
your deaths blcfied, and your 
memorics happie for 


i 


